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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  Thomas-Wiley-Abbott Farmstead 

other names/site number   

2.  Location 

street & number  703 Johnsonville Rd    not for publication

city or town  Pittstown   vicinity 

state  New York code NY county  Rensselaer code  zip code  12094 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this   X  nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for 
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_ meets     _ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private  building(s) 4 1 buildings 
 public - Local x district 0 0 sites 
 public - State  site 1 0 structures 
 public - Federal  structure 0 0 objects 
   object 5 1 Total 

 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

Pittstown Farmsteads  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC, single dwelling  DOMESTIC, single dwelling 

AGRICULTURE, storage  AGRICULTURE, agricultural field 

AGRICULTURE, agricultural field   

AGRICULTURE, animal facility   

AGRICULTURE, agricultural outbuilding   
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MID-19th CENTURY, Greek Revival  foundation: stone; concrete block (replacement) 

  walls: wood; metal 

    

  roof: slate; asphalt; metal 

  other:  
 

Narrative Description 
 
Summary Paragraph 

The Thomas farmstead (703 CR 111) is centrally located in the Town of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New 
York.  The property occupies the northern third of Lot 111 and parts of the southern sections of Lots 132, 133, 
and 134, all in Sawyer’s Third Tract of the Pittstown Patent and totals 168.9 acres.  The lots are oblong rectangles 
nearly oriented to the cardinal points, with their short ends on the north and south and their long sides on the 
east and west.  The following description adopts the convention that these are the north, south, east, and west 
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boundaries.  They are part of a much larger plat of mostly similarly sized (about 125 acres) and shaped lots in the 
southeast quadrant of the Town of Pittstown and the adjacent western part of the Town of Hoosick.   
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  

Most of the farmstead lies west of Johnsonville Rd (CR 111), but a small section of Lot 134 lies east of the 
highway.  The latter acreage has been recently sold, but it is included in this nomination due to its historic 
association with the property.  The house and outbuildings all stand on the west side of a sharp bend in the 
highway just north of its junction with Quaker St.  The house stands very close to the road on a steeply banked 
foundation.  It is fronted by a row of mature sugar maple trees, and a locust grove shades the slope behind.  A 
tributary of Otter Creek, which is dammed to create a pond southwest of the house, flows north into a hollow 
west of the house.  The farm drive runs west from the bend in the highway and south of the house over the stone 
dam and curves north along the rising slope west of the hollow behind the house.  Two small outbuildings—a 
shop and a garage—stand on the slope descending behind the house.  The main barn group made up of two 
nineteenth-century barns with twentieth-century additions stands at the foot of the hollow (about 560’ above sea 
level) north of the pond, west of the house.  On the rising land west of the main barn group, the drive passes a 
pole barn and another small outbuilding combining a hen house and a corn crib.  Stone foundations mark the 
former location of the horse barn at the southwest corner of the drive where it meets the bend in Johnsonville 
Rd.  The deteriorated stone foundation of a nineteenth-century sheep barn is located in the first field southwest 
of the buildings.  Three managed woodlots total about 50 acres.  Much of the remaining acreage is leased as 
tillage, for both hay and corn.  Most of the land is fenced using posts and wire, but stone walls survive in some 
hedgerows, as well as piles of stones drawn from fields during plowing.  

House (center block built ca.1790-1800; south wing added ca.1840; kitchen (north) wing added and south wing 
remodeled, ca.1870; contributing) The frame house is composed of three side-gabled blocks of descending sizes all 
built on steeply banked foundations falling away westwards from the highway.  The largest and most southerly 
main block has a five-bay front façade with Greek Revival-style recessed center entrance capped by a heavy lintel 
and supported by pilasters.  The south gable end retains a full return, while the north one has partial returns; all 
four corners have Greek Revival-style pilasters.  A large exterior chimney built of mid-twentieth-century brick cuts 
through the full return on the south wall.  The center, three-bay block is one and a half stories tall, and an historic 
period chimney pierces the ridgeline near the north end of the building.  This block has narrow corner pilasters 
and partial returns similar in scale.  The partially remodeled single-story kitchen wing at the north end of the 
house is set back somewhat from the front wall of the two other blocks.  A wood shed on a high banked stone 
foundation projects from the rear wall of the kitchen wing.  An Italianate-style porch with squared, chamfered 
supports and decoratively sawn corner braces spans the main and center blocks.   

The front and sides of the house retain the regular fenestration plan dating to the construction period.  
The first floor openings of the main block have wood six-over-six sash (mid-twentieth-century replacements), while 
the upstairs openings have two-over-two wood sash.  The fenestration plan of the rear elevation is altered with 
paired double-hung, multi-light sash and smaller openings to accommodate a partial restructuring of the interior 
plan of the house.  Much of the period stone foundation survives under the front and side walls of the house and 
woodshed ell, but most sections along the high back wall are replaced with cinder blocks dating to the last quarter 
of the twentieth century.  A large, disused stone chimney foundation is centered on the north end wall of the one-
and-a-half-story center block.  The house retains wood novelty siding on most exterior walls; the remaining 
exterior walls are clad in wood clapboard siding. 

The main block has a center hall with single run of stairs running front to back.  The railing is plain with 
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Federal-style proportions, but the six-panel doors have proportions more characteristic of the Greek Revival.  The 
upper story is two rooms deep on either side of the center passage; on the first floor, the south end of the house is 
now a single parlor.  North of the stairs, the plan is altered with a narrow room spanning the back wall. 

The middle block has a very narrow stair with extremely steep risers perpendicular to the back wall of the 
house.  The first floor is a single room with a twentieth-century fireplace and the stair hall at the back of the 
house.  The second story has a small stair hall, a single bedchamber at the north end, and a new bathroom under 
the eaves. 

Main barn group (north wing built ca.1860-80; west wing built ca.1870-90, with later cow barn addition, ca.1940-
60; and milk house, ca.1950-60; contributing): The L-plan main barn group is composed of two nineteenth-
century barns set at right angles to one another with a narrow space between the northeast corner of the west 
wing and the southwest corner of the north wing.  A mid-twentieth-century, gable-roofed cow barn with a low 
mow above extends the roof axis of the north wing westward.  A shed-roofed frame milk house is attached to the 
south end of the west wing.  Both nineteenth-century structures have raking cornices, wood novelty siding, and 
slate roofs.  The twentieth-century additions have wood siding and metal roofs. 

The smaller, earlier barn (ca.1860-80) forms the north wing of the main barn group.  It is a timber-frame, 
queen-post barn built of both hewn and sawn (both circular sawn and up-and-down sawn) lumber.  Its east-west 
ridgeline is formed by butted, circular-sawn rafters laid over hewn purlins, probably salvaged from an older barn.  
The queen posts, however, were removed to allow a hay fork an unobstructed run along the ridge.  Recently, the 
roof has been braced with posts wedged against the mow floor.  The three-bay frame mow shows no evidence of 
doors in the center bay of either long wall.  A later hay door is built into the east gable end of the mow to allow 
loading using a hay track hung under the ridge from ground level outside the building.  The frame portion of the 
basement level rests on a slightly banked stone foundation, which slopes northwards.  This lower level has a 
guttered, poured concrete floor with stanchions arranged in two east-west rows.  Single, square windows with 
narrow board casings and single, fixed lights illuminate the basement, which is entered by a wide door centered in 
the south wall.     

A later, larger barn (ca.1870-90) forms the west wing of main barn group.  Its northeast corner is set less 
than two feet from the southwest corner of the smaller barn forming the north wing.  This barn is a three-bay, 
timber-frame, multi-purpose barn built entirely of circular sawn lumber.  It rests on a high banked stone 
foundation (some concrete repair south of the entrance bank on the north wall) dating to the barn’s construction 
period and of very similar workmanship to the masonry underlying the north wing.  The mow is entered over an 
earthen entrance bank and via a large, west-facing sliding door opening onto the high banked side of the barn.  
Like the smaller barn, this basement also has a poured concrete floor and stanchions for dairy cows.   A ribbon of 
single-light windows overlooks the yard enclosed by the two wings.  The basement opens eastward onto the 
southeast facing barnyard. 

The two nineteenth-century barns are connected by a later one-and-a-half-story, shed-roofed cow barn (built 
1940-60) projecting from the west end of the smaller barn, or north wing.  The cow barn addition also has wood 
novelty siding but is roofed with corrugated metal and rests on a concrete foundation.  Its upper half story 
connects to the mows of both older barns through a frame passage.  The basement below the three wings of the 
main barn group is a continuous space and is lit by a ribbon of windows like those in the basement of the west 
wing.   

The frame milk house (ca.1960), designed for a bulk tank supplied by a pipeline, is a shed-roofed frame 
building projecting from the south end of the larger barn.  The basement walls facing the southeast barnyard have 
regularly spaced square windows added in the mid-1900s to light and ventilate the stanchion area of the barn.  A 
concrete block silo stands next to the basement door opening onto the barnyard from the older barn. 
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Hen house and corn crib (built ca.1930, joined ca.1950; contributing): A hen house (built ca.1930) and a corn 
crib (built ca.1930) connected by a later hyphen stand east of the drive and south of the entrance bank to the west 
wing of the main barn group.  The frame hen house is located at the east end.  It has a shed roof banked to the 
north and wood novelty siding.  Below two of its three south-facing windows are chutes now boarded over.  The 
frontal gable, frame corn crib with slatted, vertical sides is located at the west end of the building.  The frame 
hyphen, open to the north and clad in vertical wood siding on the south, continues the shed roofline of the hen 
house at the east end.  The entire connected structure rests on a single poured concrete foundation.   

Pole barn (built 1960-80; non-contributing): A large pole barn used to store hay and tractors stands on the high 
ground on the west side of the drive and south of the hen house-corn crib. 

Workshop (built ca.1880-1900; contributing): The single-story, frame workshop stands southwest of the house.  
Its steeply pitched gable roof runs east-west.  While the back, or west wall, is sided with unpainted wood 
clapboards, it has painted novelty wood siding on its other three sides.  The novelty siding as well as its raking 
cornice and slate roof match the finishes on the two older barns of the main barn group.  A row of later single-
light windows in pairs, a trio, and a quadruple group pierces the south long wall, but in the east and west gable 
walls, windows with single six-over-six sash are set in plain casings.  A concrete block exterior chimney stands on 
the east gable wall. 

Garage (built ca.1950; contributing): The two-bay, side-gabled frame garage stands northwest of the house and 
slightly below.  It has a concrete foundation, horizontally sliding wood doors, and wood siding.  A screened porch 
adjoins its south wall.   
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

X 
 

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

 
 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
 

   

X 

 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

   

 
 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

   

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance  

ca.1800-1962 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1840, ca.1860, 1925 

 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

n/a 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

n/a 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
 
Period of significance runs from settlement period when earliest building constructed on property until the 50-
year mark.  The property continues to be used for some agricultural production. 
 
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) n/a 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  

The Thomas Farmstead, located in the Town of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York, satisfies 
National Register of Historic Places Criterion C as an intact and representative example of an historic farmstead 
in the Town of Pittstown.  This property is being nominated in association with the Multiple Property 
Documentation Form (MPDF) entitled “Historic Farmsteads in Pittstown, New York.”  The Thomas Farmstead 
retains an intact assemblage of historic agricultural outbuildings and a dwelling which embody characteristic 
construction features used in the region during the cited period of significance and which exhibit distinctive and 
qualifying attributes as outlined in the associated MPDF context.  Among the farmstead’s contributing resources 
are the house (ca.1800 with later main block, added ca.1840, and kitchen wing, added ca.1870); two post-and-
beam barns (ca.1860-80 and ca.1870-80) joined in a main barn group; a hen house and corn crib (ca.1930) joined 
ca.1950; a workshop (ca.1880-1900), a garage (ca.1950), and a pole barn (1960-80, non-contributing).  These 
survive in an intact rural setting, which provides an appropriate context for this well-preserved Rensselaer County 
farmstead.  Additional significance is being cited in association with Criterion A, in the area of agriculture; the 
property is being nominated at the local significance level.     
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance   

The Thomas farmstead encompasses168.9 acres, a figure first calculated in the 1840 deed transferring the 
farm from Nathan Brownell (1797-1859) and his wife Alida to Jacob L.[ansing] Abbott (1809-1884).1  Based on a 
relatively complete set of deeds detailing the previous transfers of Lots 111, 132, 133, and 134, of which smaller 
parcels compose the contiguous Thomas farm property, it appears that Brownell—who bought and sold land 
locally in a small way—assembled it for Abbott’s purchase in 1840.  The four original lots from which the four 
parcels were drawn all lie in Sawyer’s Third Tract, a 24,650-acre tract of the Pittstown Patent, which was chartered 
in 1766.  The histories of these four lots illustrate a few provincial and early republic land ownership patterns 
found in New York east of the Line of Property established in 1768.2 

Lot 111 was assigned to Goldsborough Banyer, Provincial Secretary of New York in the 1760s, in the 
lottery sharing out lots in the Third Tract.  His position allowed him, through the patronage system, to acquire a 
long list of lands in many patents as they were approved by the British crown.  Banyer took the American side in 
the Revolution, and so retained title to his numerous acres, including those in Pittstown.  Like many large 
landholders in provincial New York, he endeavored to lease rather than sell his land.  When David and Anna 
Norton sold this lot to Caleb Norton in 1829 for $3,450,3 the deed identified the lot as the one held by Abner 
Van Namee subject to the rather sizable rent of 25 bushels of wheat per year.   

Abner Van Namee was listed in the 1788 tax rolls in the Schaghticoke district, at that time part of 

                         
1 This appears actually to be Alcha Case Brownell, Nathan Brownell’s first wife, based on genealogy prepared by Constance 

Kheel, Pittstown Historical Society, and Ellen Wiley, Town Historian.  The 1855 New York census locates Nathan with his second wife, 
Orpha Case Brownell (1808-1883), living on Otter Creek Rd in the brick house built by the Newcombs with three children still living at 
home; Book of Deeds 50/471. All land instruments cited are filed in the Office of the County Clerk of Rensselaer County in Troy, New 
York, and will subsequently be referred to in this form: book number/page number.    

2 The 1768 Line of Property was established by treaty at Fort Stanwix located at present day Rome, New York.  The generally 
north-south line—which used the Unadilla River, the boundary between Otsego and Chenango counties for much of its extent—
disallowed the patenting of lands by the British west of the line.  Its establishment incurred a land rush among speculators in areas east 
of the line where land had not yet been acquired from tribal owners.   

3 19/463. 
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Pittstown.4  He was recorded as a head of household in the 1790 federal census in Pittstown and the holder of 
$1,990 worth of real estate and $165 of personal estate for which he was taxed $2.15 in 1799.  This placed him 
above the midline in Pittstown at the time, and shows that he owned land in addition to this lease, which was 
apparently never liquidated.  Many years later, in 1860, Banyer’s descendant, Leroy Banyer, quit claimed his right 
to this rent.5  In 1835, Caleb and his wife Abigail sold Lot 111 to Nathan Brownell for $4,450.6   Lot 111 is 
bounded on the south by Croll Rd, where J. Brundage’s house was mapped in 1854.7  It is probably this cluster of 
buildings oriented to Croll Rd combined with agricultural improvement that gave Lot 111 its comparatively high 
value in 1835.  By this time, too, land values were climbing fast—headed to a panic in 1837—which may also help 
account for the $1,000 rise over six years. 

Lots 132, 133, and 134 were part of the share of Abraham Jacob Lansing (1720-91) in the original lotting 
of Sawyer’s Third Tract.  Lansing was the founder of the village of Lansingburgh, ca.1770, and also sided with the 
American cause.  Documents showing how and when his lots in the tract changed hands are, so far, 
undocumented.  Cornelius and Alida Sebrings’ ownership of Lot 132, apparently via New York State’s policy of 
seizing Loyalist property in the late 1770s, shows that Lansing relinquished ownership of this lot very early, 
although its early chain of ownership is, so far, undocumented.  Cornelius and Alida Sebring of Pittstown sold 
Lot 132 to Nathan Brownell in 1829 for $2,800.8  Its comparatively low price may indicate that it was 
underdeveloped, although possibly worked by a tenant.9  The 1876 Beers Atlas of Rensselaer County shows this as a 
houseless, landlocked lot. 

In a series of quit claim deeds by which Benjamin Wallis acquired 101 acres of Lot 133 after his father 
Nathaniel’s death ca.1808, one reveals that Lot 133 was owned in the pre-Revolutionary period by Robert Leake.10  
Leake was a Loyalist who served as an officer on the British side during the Revolution, and he forfeited his lands 
in New York under the “Act for the Forfeiture and Sale of the Estates of Persons who Have Adhered to the 
Enemies of this State” passed in 1779, by which the new state seized Loyalist property to raise money to fight the 
British.11  Before 1806, Nathaniel Wallis owned Lot 133 as shown by internal evidence presented in another of 
the quit claim deeds noted above.12  The Wallis (a.k.a. Wallace) family is notably difficult to locate in early 
records.  A handful of references suggest they may have been among the Quakers who came to the Pittstown area 
from the Oblong, Beekman, and Nine Partners patents in Westchester and Putnam counties beginning in the 
                         

4 Commissioner of Taxes, Assessment Roll of the Real and Personal Estates in Pittstown, 13 December 1799.  Transcribed by 
Constance Kheel.  (Pittstown, New York: Pittstown Historical Society).  Anita Lustenberger’s transcriptions of the 1788 Treasurers 
Assessment Rolls (SARA Collection 217, NY State Archives A-1201-78, Box 2, Folder 10) lists Van Namee.  A copy is available via 
Pittstown Historical Society. 

5 50/471. 
6 35/543. 
7 A house labeled “J.Brundage” and facing onto Croll Rd in the southern two thirds of Lot 111 is shown in 1854, 1861, and 

1876. 
8 19/483.  Locating the Sebrings has so far proved fruitless.  They could have been absentee landlords living in New York City, 

or they might have been descendants of Dutch settlers in the Hoosick Patent or Rensselaerwyck living in Pittstown. 
9 A house labeled “J.Brundage” and facing onto Croll Rd in the southern two thirds of Lot 111 is shown in 1854, 1861, and 

1876. 
10 21/152.  David Wallis and Latitia, his wife, to Benjamin Wallis, 1811. 
11 New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, DUMBO Historic District, Designation Report. 2007. 

(http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/reports/DUMBO_Designation_Report.pdf).  Wilbur Henry Siebert provided details of 
Leake’s service from Leake’s own papers in his monograph, The American Loyalists in the Eastern Seigniories and Townships of the Province of 
Quebec, published by the Royal Society in Ottawa, 1913.  www.openlibrary.org/booksOL23275572M.  Leake and his brother John both 
owned lands in the Pittstown in the pre-Revolutionary period. 

12 21/151.  Jacob Van Arnam and Hannah, his wife, to Benjamin Wallace, 9 February 1809. 
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1750s.  Nathaniel probably died ca.1808, as Benjamin began acquiring undivided thirteenth parts (presuming 
thirteen heirs at law) of his real estate in Lot 133 in February of 1809.13  Seven quit claim deeds have been 
located.14  These show that Nathaniel Wallis had already sold 20 acres of Lot 133 before his death to John Van 
Woert (Jacob Lansing Abbott’s grandfather).  This narrow slice, less than a surveyor’s chain wide at its north end, 
off the east side of Lot 133 appears to have encompassed the “houses, outhouses, buildings, orchards, gardens, 
lands, meadows, mills, barns” of the established and prosperous property Van Woert sold to Simeon Brownell 
(1759-1832) for the sizable sum of $6,750.   

In addition to the 20 acres in Lot 133, John Van Woert also owned all of Lot 134 by 1806, when he sold 
both parcels to Brownell.15  Nathan Brownell, Simeon’s son, subdivided Lot 134 when he sold the southern 
portion as part of the 168.9-acre property transferred to Jacob Lansing Abbott in 1840.16  The portion in Lot 134 
provided highway access to an otherwise landlocked property.  The modest settlement-era house forming the 
center block of the present house may have been one of the Van Woert houses listed in the 1806 deed. 

 Abbott paid Brownell $11,037 for the new property.  The large, center hall wing with a Greek Revival-
style exterior trim scheme and transitional Federal-style interior appears to have been added to the south end of 
the house built about the time of the transfer.  In spite of this and the large price suggesting an important 
purchase, the 1854 Rogerson Map of Rensselaer County shows L.J. Abbott living farther north on Johnsonville Rd 
among Lydia Abbott’s Herrington relations.  The household order in the censuses taken in 1850 and 1855 follow 
the order shown on the 1854 map, and the 1855 census listed them residing in a house valued at $600, which is a 
poor match for the house on the Thomas farmstead.17  In 1850, Abbott’s household included his wife Lydia, 37, 
also a Yorker; and their children Anatharosa, 16; Wilmira J., 14; Smith H., 12; Lester, 7; Martha F., 9; Josephine, 
4; and Mary E., 1.  The five older children attended school.  Lawrence Condley, 19, an Irish laborer lived with 
them18  P. Wallis was noted at the house on the Thomas farm.  The latter individual is as yet unidentified in other 
records.   

Census records from the 1850s through 1875 show that Jacob Abbott was among the wealthiest and most 
successful farmers in Pittstown.  The 1861 Lake Map of Rensselaer County locates J.[acob] L.[ansing] Abbott at the 
Thomas house, and the house where the Abbotts were shown in 1854 was not mapped at all.19  The 1850 federal 
census recorded Abbott farming or managing 290 acres, about a hundred more acres than the 1840 Brownell 
purchase, valued in toto at $12,000.  His stock in 1850 was valued at $746.  This placed him well above middling 
among his Pittstown neighbors.   

In 1860, however, Abbott, age 51, recorded managing only 179 acres, a close match in terms of acreage to 
the farm Abbott bought from Brownell 20 years earlier.  This farm had only 20 undeveloped acres, which allowed 

                         
13 20/464.  Thomas Hunt and Abigail, his wife, to Benjamin Wallace, 9 February 1809, and also 21/151. 
14 In addition to those already cited: 20/462: Timothy Gifford and Mary, his wife, 1 February 1812; 21/151, Jonas Wallace, 

and Nancy his wife, 20 September 1816; 20/464: Timothy Gifford and Mary, his wife, 28 January 1820, for remaining third of their 
thirteenth part; 21/50: John Wallace and Content, his wife, 12 April 1819. 

15 12/218.  Nancy Wicker of Pittstown transcribed the description as follows: “Beginning at the southwest corner of Lot 134; 
thence on the south boundary of Lot 133, S 88˚ W 8 chains and 5 links to a stake and stone; N 6˚ E to a stake and stones 46 chains on 
the north boundary of said lot; thence N 88˚ E to the northwest corner of Lot 134 62.5 links; thence south along the west boundary 
line of said lot to the place of beginning.” 

16 50/471. 
17 NYS census for Pittstown, 1855, 1st election district, population schedule, HH 71. (Troy, New York: Office of the County 

Clerk) 
18 US census for Pittstown, 1850, population schedule (Household 765):111. (Troy, New York: Office of the County Clerk) 
19 Lake, D. J., and S. N. Beers. Map of Rensselaer County, New York, from Original Surveys. (Philadelphia: Smith, Gallup & Co. 

Publishers, 1861). 
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Abbott to keep nearly as much stock as he had previously.  Only his sheep herd dropped significantly, from 146 to 
85, and there was only a slight drop in his overall livestock valued at $730.  He harvested about a third as much in 
oats and even less buckwheat, while cutting 30 tons of hay rather than 40 tons.  A scattered stone foundation in 
Lot 111 reputedly supported a sheep barn, which was probably used throughout this period.20 

It seems that not very long after he moved to the Thomas farmstead, he began modernizing the property.  
Possibly the sale of the second farm financed this effort.  The barn forming the north wing of the main barn 
group was built ca.1860, probably on the slightly banked stone foundation still supporting it.  It follows the form 
recommended by agricultural writers as early as the 1830s and 1840s, who urged a basement with walkout bays 
(later closed, as they are today) facing south to provide a south-facing yard for cattle with a large mow above to 
store hay.  Correspondents to agricultural periodicals described their reuse of older barns to create new ones, and 
this barn shows evidence of salvage from much older structures. 

The 1875 census shows that Abbott appears to have again acquired additional land, as his property now 
encompassed 244 acres improved land and 214 unimproved, 30 in woodlot.  Thus, the $1,500 investment in 
outbuildings may account for barns on more than one property.21  It is known, however, that there were—in 
addition to the sheep barn mentioned earlier—a carriage barn across the highway from the house and a horse barn 
adjacent to the drive entrance south of the house on the Thomas farmstead.22  Based on the construction of the 
larger south barn using entirely sawn lumber, its high entrance bank, and the slate roofs on both wings of the 
main barn group—a feature added to quite a number of buildings with increasing freight carried by railroad from 
Vermont quarries—the main barn group was probably accounted for in the 1875 census.  At that time, the L-plan 
configuration, with the narrow space between the structures common to such groupings at that time, was gaining 
popularity.  The group was positioned to take advantage of the landforms and to incorporate the location of the 
earlier barn, now the north wing.  The frame shop on the high banked foundation southwest of the house 
matches the finishes of the main barn group and was probably built at about the same time or shortly thereafter, 
as well as the flat-roofed, Italianate-style veranda spanning the new south wing of the house.  The 1875 census 
listed the frame house valued at $2,000, a figure that matches the Thomas house by that time. 

Jacob Lansing Abbott died in 1884.  Smith H. Abbott (1838-1919), the first of Jacob and Lydia’s two sons, 
remained on the property, managing it for his widowed mother until her death in 1890.  Smith married in 1880, 
and his much younger wife, Anna Hissert (1858/59-1925) bore their only child, “Kate L.” in October 1887.23  
When Jacob Lansing Abbott’s estate was settled amongst his heirs via a series of quit claim deeds in 192524, the 
legatees were the grandchildren of Jacob Lansing Abbott, among them Smith’s daughter, Katherine Abbott 
Henry, who was recorded living with her parents and not her husband in the 1910 census.25  The architectural 
record suggests that few if any changes were made after about 1900.   

Leonard J. Wiley (DATES) purchased the 168.9-acre farm in 1925.26  Raising poultry, especially hens, for 
eggs on a year-round basis was very popular in this era, and he built the corn crib and hen house, now joined on a 
                         

20 Jill Thomas. 
21 NYS Census, Town of Pittstown, 1875, agricultural schedule, 1st election district, pp.13-17, #4. 
22 These buildings were still standing when an aerial photograph of the property was shot in ca.1970.  Photograph in possession 

of Jill Thomas, current owner. 
23 US Census for Pittstown, 1900.  Located on www.ancestry.com. 
24 427/285, 29 April 1925, from Abbott and Nellie Gifford, Katherine a. Henry, Florence Montague, Sarah M. Bornt, and Ella 

F. Hall, all of Pittstown, and Laura Mrose, Lydia and George Hoag of Schenectady; Charles E. Larabee of Troy to Leonard J. Wiley; and 
427/404, 5 May 1925, from Laura Ruth Russell to Leonard J. Wiley. 

25 The dates in this chronology come from the 1880, 1890, 1900, 1905, and 1910 censuses.  Nancy Wicker, a local genealogist, 
provided the narrative. 

26 Two quit claim deeds: 427/285 and 427/404. 
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single foundation southwest of the main barn group, during the 1930s.  He made few other changes to the farm 
buildings, save the addition of small shed-roofed connector between the two barns.  During the 1920s or 1930s, 
the upstairs chamber in the middle block of the house was used by an African-American hired man named 
William, and the room is called “William’s room.”  Under the eaves over the west wall, a long closet reached 
through a single-plank door opens on the “ham closet,” where it is said hams were hung once they were cured and 
smoked. 

Leonard deeded the property to his son, Charles M. “Charlie” (DATES) and his daughter-in-law Florence 
in 1948, reserving use and occupancy of the property until his death.27  Charles replaced the connector between 
the barns with the long, single-story shed-roofed wing and built the silo standing west of the doors into the north 
wing.  He also constructed the pole barn southwest of the main barn group for hay storage.  These changes 
indicate the farm’s increasingly exclusive focus on dairy production, a pattern typical of the 1950s and 1960s.  
Charles’s son, Andrew “Andy” (DATES), worked the farm from DATES.  He stopped milking in 1986, and sold 
the farm to Kristin Moore, Thomas Vega, Harald Moore, and Elizabeth Polhmann in 1986.28  They cut and sold 
some hay, but two years later, they sold the property to Barry (DATES) and Jerrill “Jill” Thomas Cornell 
(b.1937).29  When they bought the property, the carriage barn stood directly opposite the house, but this was lost 
to fire.  The sheep barn and horse barn, for which the foundations remain, were already gone, as was an ice 
house.  The gable-roofed building north of the drive and east of the pond was used most recently as a workshop.  
Jill notes that she has also seen the ghosts of three small buildings in the lawn between the house and road, but 
does not know what they might have been. 

The Cornells divorced in DATE, and Jill Thomas has been sole owner since then.  She restructured the 
north half of the main block on the first floor to make an open plan living area, remodeled the kitchen, and 
added a fireplace to the south wall of the parlor in the south end of the main block.  For several years, she leased 
tillage to Clifford E. Lewis, Sr., and his wife, Joan E. Lewis, whose farm is located in the southern part of Lot 111.  
Thomas has recently sold to him the 24.82 acres in Lot 134 east of Johnsonville Rd. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                         
27 966/18. 
28 1412/145.  The Moores owned the brick house about a quarter mile farther north on Johnsonville Rd on the opposite side 

of the highway. 
29 1516/291. 
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Refer to source list provided in associated MPDF. 
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 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
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 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________  
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10.  Geographical Data                                                               
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(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
Please refer to attached map 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
This boundary has encompassed this farmstead since 1840. 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 
• Continuation Sheets 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
 
Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
List of digital photographs for NY_Rensselaer County_Pittstown Farmsteads MPS_Thomas-Wiley-Abbott 
Farmstead 
Photographs of property shot by Jessie A. Ravage (34 Delaware Street, Cooperstown, NY, 13326, 607-547-9507, 
jravage@stny.rr.com), April 2012. 
 
0001: House, front (east) and north end (camera facing south) 

0002: Backs (west sides) of house, shop, and garage viewed (camera facing east) 

0003: Main barn group, yard (camera facing northwest) 

0004: Main barn group viewed from house; pole barn in background (camera facing southwest) 

0005:  Pig house and corn crib, (camera facing northeast) 
 
 Property Owner:  

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)  

name  

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state   zip code         
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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