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1.  Name of Property 

historic name  Cornell-Manchester Farmstead 

other names/site number   

2.  Location 

street & number  292 Lower Pine Valley Rd    not for publication

city or town  Pittstown   vicinity 

state  New York  code NY county  Rensselaer  code  zip code  12090 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification  
 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this     X   nomination     _ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional 
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property    X_ meets     _  does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I recommend that this property 
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance: 

       national                  statewide            X  local  
 

   
Signature of certifying official/Title                                                   Date 

 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

   
Signature of commenting official                                                                         Date 
 

   
Title                                                                                                  State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
 
4.  National Park Service Certification  

I hereby certify that this property is:   
 
       entered in the National Register                                                                 determined eligible for the National Register             
           
       determined not eligible for the National Register                                        removed from the National Register  
    
       other (explain:)                                   _________________                                                               
                                                                                                                      

   
  Signature of the Keeper                                                                                                         Date of Action  
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5.  Classification  
 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box.) 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

    Contributing Noncontributing  

x private  building(s) 12 4 buildings 
 public - Local x district 5 3 sites 
 public - State  site 0 0 structures 
 public - Federal  structure 1 0 objects 
   object 18 7 Total 

 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)            

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 
 

Pittstown Farmsteads  0 
                                             
6. Function or Use                                                                      

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

DOMESTIC, single dwelling  DOMESTIC, single dwelling 

DOMESTIC, multiple dwelling  DOMESTIC, multiple dwelling 

AGRICULTURE, storage  AGRICULTURE, storage 

AGRICULTURE, agricultural field  AGRICULTURE, agricultural field 

AGRICULTURE, animal facility  AGRICULTURE, animal facility 

AGRICULTURE, agricultural outbuilding  AGRICULTURE, agricultural outbuilding 
 
   
7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 Materials  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

MID-19th CENTURY  foundation: stone 

  walls: wood 

   brick 

  roof: slate; asphalt; metal 

  other:  
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Narrative Description 
 
Summary Paragraph 

The Cornell farmstead is located in the eastern section of the Town of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New 
York.  This area lies within Sawyer’s Third Tract of the Pittstown Patent, which was platted in oblong rectangular 
lots of about 125 acres each with their short ends on the north and south and their long sides on the east and 
west.  The property occupies most of Lot 121 and a small part of the northwest corner of adjacent Lot 122.  A 
rhomboidal 15-acre parcel of the lot was subdivided from the southwest corner of Lot 121 by Mercie Manchester 
in 1932.  The Cornell farmstead totals 141.11 acres (tax record).      
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 

The Cornell farmstead is located on rolling upland (about 660’ above sea level) and bisected roughly east-
west by Lower Pine Valley Rd, with the majority of the property lying south of the highway.  Roughly 40% of the 
farm remains open, some of it tilled and hayed and some of it grazed.  Stone outcrops on some of the pastureland 
are visible from the road.  Fence lines are maintained using posts and barbed wire.  The remaining land is 
wooded.   

There are two groups of buildings, each centered on a nineteenth-century dwelling.  In both groups, all of 
the buildings, except for two recently built hoop houses, lie on the north side of the road.  The eastern and larger 
group flanks the intersection of a former town highway, Wagner Rd—which was abandoned during the 1940s and 
is now largely erased—with Lower Pine Valley Rd.  A stream descending from northeast to southwest parallels the 
road and is culverted under Lower Pine Valley Rd.  In the section near the outbuildings and house, the 
watercourse is lined with laid up stones.  The house, smaller historic outbuildings, and the more recent 
outbuildings constructed by the Cornells are located west of the old road and the stream.  The house stands 
nearest the highway, and all outbuildings stand north of a drive encircling the house.  The oat house, once 
associated with two large barns dating to the Manchester era, is the oldest building east of the old road.  The two 
barns burned in separate fires in 1927 and in the 1930s.  Newer buildings include small hen houses, a sawmill, 
and a saphouse.  The western group includes a ca.1860 frame house, a small barn built in the historic period, and 
a non-historic garage. 

The following building descriptions are split into two subsets.  The first includes the east dwelling house and its 
associated outbuildings; the second encompasses the west dwelling house and its associated outbuildings.  Within 
each subset, the first group of buildings all have primary construction dates predating ca.1920.  These were built 
by generations of the Manchester family, or possibly earlier.  The second group in each subset were built by 
generations of the Cornell family beginning ca.1940. 

EAST HOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS (pre-1920) 

House (west wing built, ca.1820-40; north wing built pre-1850; remodeled as domestic space, ca.1900; 
contributing): This frame house is set back from the road and fronted by a lawn dotted with mature and young 
trees.  The building is composed of two one-and-a-half-story gable-roofed blocks adjoining each other at right 
angles at their northeast and southwest corners.  A single-story, enclosed, shed-roofed porch, which extends the 
interior floorplan, is set between the blocks in the northwest corner formed by this layout.  Both blocks have 
steeply pitched, asphalt shingled roofs dating to a ca.1900 remodeling of the original dwelling house (roof axis 
perpendicular to the highway, and now the west wing) and the adjoining woodshed (roof axis parallels the 
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highway), which may have incorporated, based on historic images, a summer kitchen and wagon bays into 
additional domestic space.  The roof on the west wing retains partial returns dating to its construction period, and 
part of the original, lower-pitched roof survives under the present one.i   

Both wings of the house retain most or all of their fenestration plans developed during the historic period, 
but many sash are later one-over-one wood replacements dating to the twentieth century.  The three gabled 
dormers—the center one slightly larger than the flanking ones—project from the north wing’s south roof face.  All 
three dormers break the eaveline.  These date to the ca.1900 remodeling, while the bay window in the east wall of 
the old house suggests a ca.1880 Italianate-style improvement.ii  Otherwise, the older house retains a fenestration 
plan reusing earlier window locations with newer sash and probably also newer casings.  Casings throughout use 
plain boards with narrow drip caps typical of vernacular carpentry throughout much of the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries.  Many openings on both blocks retain functional louvered wood shutters.  A variety of wood 
doors—including an Italianate-style one with paired, round-arched lights on the south side of the wing—are used in 
exterior entrances.  A sliding beadboard door is located on the east end of the north wing.  The entire building is 
clad in wood clapboards with frieze and cornerboards. 

Three open, Queen Anne-style porches with turned columns date to the ca.1900 remodeling.  The largest 
faces onto the drive and spans the north side of the north wing, which adjoins the single-story, enclosed porch on 
the north wing’s west wall.  The second open porch spans the original center entrance in the west long wall of the 
three-bay west wing.  The last one spans a portion of the north wing’s south façade, providing shelter for two 
exterior doors in that wall and nearly abutting the bay window projecting from the east wall of the original house.   

A single-story glazed porch (ca.1990) with curved windows is applied to part of the south wall of the old 
house.  East of this, a stepped entrance through a small, enclosed, pedimented porch descends to the basement 
under the west wing.  The interior door of this entrance is an early example laid up using wide boards and 
retaining hardware dating to the first half of the nineteenth century.  In the southwest corner room of the 
basement, a stone-lined rectangular cavity impounds water from a continuously running stream, which drains out 
a pipe towards the road.   

Tool barn/grain house (built ca.1800-1830; contributing; also called the Wagon House): A two-level frame tool 
barn/grain house stands on a banked foundation across the drive and behind the house.  The ridge of its slate 
gable roof runs roughly east-west and the paired wagon bays on the lower level face east.   The ramp into the 
upper level, now reinforced with poured cement, enters the west gable end of the building.  A corn crib with 
closely set vertical slats, a late-nineteenth-century change, runs the length of the south wall of the upper story.  
Each level encompasses a single room.  In the upper chamber, the mortise-and-tenon frame is composed of heavy, 
hewn plates with narrowly spaced studs mortised into them.  The studs alternate one on one between large ones 
and small ones.  The roof has a ridgepole, and the current slate roof is laid directly over an earlier wood shingle 
one.  Its deep eaves and raking cornice probably date to the same period as the wood novelty siding and corn crib. 
Earlier wood clapboard siding is preserved under the leanto addition on the north wall.  The upper story has six-
over-six wood sash in two evenly spaced window openings on the east wall and a third asymmetrically placed 
window with similar sash in the west wall.  The rest of this wall is taken up by a wide beadboard door, which 
swings outward.   

A later shed-roofed addition with a different roof pitch from the main structure runs the length of the 
north wall.  A swinging door on very long, plain hinges hung on pintels fills the entire west wall of the leanto and 
opens onto the ramp accessing the main block.  The east side of the leanto provides a third wagon bay on the 

                         
i This can be viewed through a hatch in the ceiling of the house. 
ii An 1898 photograph shows the bay window applied to the house before the remodeling. 



United States Department of the Interior  
 National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018     (Expires 5/31/2012) 
 
Cornell-Manchester Farmstead  Rensselaer, New York 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

5 
 

lower level and a small mow door above.  The wood novelty siding on the addition differs somewhat from that on 
the main block. 

Pig house (built ca.1880-1900; contributing): A side-gabled, frame pig house (now used as a calf barn) stands less 
than ten feet north of the wagon house, its front façade nearly aligning its east wall.  Its ridgeline runs north-
south.  A later addition to the west, or back, wall of the pig house raised the rear roof face to the height of west 
wall of the wagon house and moved its back wall westward to align with the west wall of the wagon house.  This 
change, possibly made at the same time as the tool barn leanto addition was built, gives the pig barn an 
asymmetrical gable.  The change is evident in the patching of the novelty wood siding, which covers the entire 
building and matches that on the wagon house.  The original steep roofline, deep eaves, and raking cornice on 
the pig house mimic the finishes on the remodeled north wing of the house.  The pig house floor and foundation 
are now mostly or wholly replaced with poured concrete.   

A narrow sliding door made up of vertical boards is centered on the front façade, flanked by windows with 
six-over-six sash matching those in the upper story of the tool barn.  Two more sliding doors, each using different 
hardware from the one on the front, are located on the north wall.  The eastern one adjoins the northeast corner; 
the western one adjoins the northwest corner of the original building.  Between these, a narrow, hinged door with 
an interior Z-batten, possibly a reused door, also opens into the building.  A window fitted with wood six-over-six 
sash is centered in the north peak of the original gable.  A wide opening is cut in the north wall of the addition to 
create a small tractor bay.   

A short, octagonal plan, galvanized steel silo purchased from Montgomery Ward (ca.1940-1950) is 
attached to the building by a low shed roof under which calves feed. 

Blacksmith’s shop (built ca.1850-1870; contributing; also called the Shop Building): A small, frontal gable timber-
framed blacksmith’s shop building has a two-bay frame constructed of hewn timbers.  It stands slightly west and 
behind the pen of the calf barn.  Its wide center entrance in the south gable end has paired doors laid up of 
vertical boards secured by long strap hinges with bean ends hung on pintels.  Single fixed six-light wood sash flank 
the entrance; two additional openings are located in each side wall.  It retains wood clapboard siding and a later-
added corrugated metal roof.  A single-story leanto is attached to the north, or back, wall.  The shop is 
deteriorated, and its drylaid stone foundation is failing. 

Smokehouse (built ca.1820-1850; contributing): The small, frontal gable, brick smokehouse stands northeast of 
the house on an island of grass on the far side of the drive.  Its raking cornice appears to match its slate roof in 
style.  The door opening, raised four courses of brick off the ground, has a narrow door made of heavy vertical 
planks with exterior battens and hung on plain strap hinges.  A later shed-roofed frame leanto with a narrow 
sliding beadboard door is added to the north long wall. 

Grain house (built ca.1880-1900; contributing; also called the Oat Barn): The frontal gable frame grain house has 
a plain raking cornice and a slate roof.  The entrance, centered in the south gable end, has a door made of vertical 
planks battened on the inside.  A single window with six-over-six wood sash abuts the door casing on the left side; 
a second, matching window is centered in the peak above.  The lower level, banked to the north, has a single, 
twelve-light sash on the west side.  The stone foundation is reinforced with poured concrete.  The grain house has 
wood novelty siding and a slate roof similar to the finishes on the pig house, tool barn/grain house, and 
smokehouse. 

Remains of a stone sheep barn foundation are located southeast of the grain house.   
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Post-1940 BUILDINGS 

A drive laid by the Cornells runs west of the tool barn/grain house and pig house to a group of 
outbuildings constructed mainly after 1940.  The exception is the blacksmith shop described above.  Working up 
the hill from the back of the house and west of the tool barn these structures include: 

Corn cribs (2) (west one built 1957; east one built early 1960s; contributing): A pair of long, narrow frame 
corncribs with outwardly sloping sides stand next to each other behind the ca.1900 pig house.  Although built 
about five years apart, they are nearly identically.  Each has horizontally slatted sides, a gable roof, and 
foundations composed of parallel slabs of poured concrete stood on the short edge as piers.  Doors are located in 
the gable ends facing the drive. 

Hay sheds (2) (built ca.1940-50; contributing): Two steeply pitched, frontal gable, east-facing frame sheds with 
wood clapboard siding and corrugated metal roofs were designed and are still used for hay storage.  The southerly 
hay shed has two leantos added to its north wall, one adjoining the shed and the second adjoining the first leanto.  
The north hay shed is flanked by two leantos, one on either long wall, which gives it a symmetrical, but very low, 
profile.   

Shed (built ca.1940-50; contributing): A very small, shed-roofed frame shed stands between the two hay sheds.  It 
has a metal roof (old style paneled type with overlapped, crimped edges). 

Garage and vehicle shed (built ca.1940-50; contributing): A frame, frontal gable Ford Model T-sized garage stands 
north of the hay sheds.  A later shed-roofed addition wraps the front and north walls, which virtually hides the 
original building.   

Barrel-vaulted hay shed (built ca.1990-2000; non-contributing): A recently built metal shed with a barrel-vaulted 
roof stands behind, or to the west of, the two historic-period hay sheds.  From the drive, this is largely hidden by 
the sheds, but it is easily seen from the highway west of the house. 

Double corn crib (built 1971; non-contributing): A frontal gable frame corn crib stands northwest of the 
blacksmith’s shop.  This crib has two compartments flanking a wagon bay and capped by a frontal gable roof.  
Vertical board doors with interior Z-battens are located in the end wall of each compartment.  The front façade 
has wood novelty siding, and its sides are horizontally slatted.  A single six-light wood sash (appears to be a reused 
old one) is placed in the front peak.  The interior walls of the crib compartments are clad with diagonally laid up 
slats.  Foundation is composed of poured concrete slabs laid on end and used as piers. 

Hen house (built ca.1940-41, west addition built 1962; contributing): A frame, two-story hen house built in two 
side-gabled sections with a shared roof axis is the most northerly building of the group and is located west of the 
creek and the old Wagner Rd.  Its south long wall is at a slight angle to the other buildings, allowing its windows 
to collect as much south light as possible.  The larger, four-room, two-and-a-half-story, eastern section (25’ x 50’) 
has a slightly higher roof and is a third longer than the later, two-room western addition (25’ x 35’).  Their roof 
pitches match, and their finishes are virtually identical.  These include wide wood novelty siding, narrow wood 
corner boards, raking cornices, and corrugated metal roofs.  Each of the six hen rooms has two nine-light fixed 
sash, one at each end of the front wall, and two pairs of smaller openings with wire set between them.  Sliding 
doors of vertical boards are located at the east end of the lower, western section, and an open flight of simple 
wood steps climbs to the door in the upper story.  Additional single, wire-covered openings are centered in the 
end wall of each block on each story.  A later-added shed-roofed shelter built off the north wall allows storage of 
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harvest machinery.   

Small pig house I (built ca.1940, contributing): Small, frame, shed-roofed pig house with wood novelty siding and 
paired windows in the tall wall above a single pig chute.  One window has a reused six-light wood sash.    

Small pig house II (moved to site, post-1940; non-contributing): This shed-roofed frame structure was constructed 
to house the compressor for the organ at the Baptist church.  The Cornell family reused the building as a second 
small pig house. 

Hen houses (3) (built ca.1940, contributing): Three small, shed-roofed, frame hen houses with metal-clad walls are 
clustered north of the grain house and east of the old road and the creek.  These have a row of windows along the 
tall wall of the building; they are entered through a single door in their short walls.  These buildings are designed 
to be skidded to new ground to reduce infection by pathogens breeding in the earth under the floorboards. 

Garage (built 1970s; non-contributing): A two-bay frame frontal gable garage stands opposite the northeast corner 
of the house.  This has wood novelty siding, a poured concrete foundation, and asphalt shingle roof.   

Saw mill (built 1994; non-contributing): A shed-roofed structure housing a sawmill stands on the slope east of 
Warner Rd and creek.  This is surrounded by piles of logs waiting to be sawn.    

Sap house (built 2008; non-contributing): Single-story, gable-roofed frame structure stands on the far (east side) of 
the creek.   

WEST HOUSE AND OUTBUILDINGS (pre-1920) 

House (built ca.1860, contributing): One-and-a-half-story, five-bay, center entrance, side-gabled frame house with a 
single-story, side-gabled wing set back from the front wall of main block.  This house has a full basement with 
mortared stone walls and bulkhead entrance on the back wall under the main block.  From the basement, the 
hewn sills and joists supporting the house are visible.  Photographs taken in 1970, when the current owner gutted 
and remodeled the building, show that the house does not have vertical frame timbers tenoned to the sills and 
matching the first floor joists.  Rather, its walls are entirely framed using dimensional lumber, and the common 
(?) rafters are sawn 2” x 5” lumber.  The house retains wood clapboard siding and a raking cornice with plain 
boards at the eave joint with the frieze and along the eaves.  It retains its regular period fenestration plan, but the 
sash have all been replaced with one-over-one wood ones in the 1970 remodeling.  The footprint of the wing was 
also enlarged at that time. 

Barn (ca.1900 (reuses older components), contributing): Small, single-story, gable-roofed barn with frame 
constructed of a variety of salvaged timbers from older buildings.  Vertical wood board siding.  Part of the interior 
fitted with cow stanchions during the first half of the second quarter of the twentieth century. 

Well: Dug well about 18’ deep with walls lined with round stones. 

Post-1940 BUILDING 

Garage (built 1970s; non-contributing): A two-bay frame frontal gable garage stands opposite the northeast corner 
of the house.  This has wood novelty siding, a poured concrete foundation, and asphalt shingle roof. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria  
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 
 

X 
 

A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history. 

 
 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 
 

   

X 

 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high 
artistic values, or represents a significant 
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

   

 
 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

   

 
 
 
Criteria Considerations  
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

 
A 
 

 
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes. 

 
 

B 
 
removed from its original location. 

 
 

C 
 
a birthplace or grave. 

 
 

D 
 
a cemetery. 

 
 

E 
 
a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 

F 
 
a commemorative property. 

 
 

G 
 
less than 50 years old or achieving significance 

  within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance  
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 
 
Period of Significance  

ca.1800-1962 

 

 
Significant Dates 

1828, 1864, 1915, 1940 

 

 
 
Significant Person  
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

n/a 

 

Cultural Affiliation 

n/a 

 

 

Architect/Builder 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Period of Significance (justification) 
The Cornell-Manchester Farm was first developed ca.1800 during the settlement period of the Third Tract of the 
Pittstown Patent.  Because the property remains under ownership and in agricultural use by the Cornell family, 
who first acquired the property in DATE, the period of significance simply uses the 50-year-old cut-off date to 
determine which resources are contributing and non-contributing. 
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) 
n/a 
 
Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph  
The Cornell Farmstead, located in the Town of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York, satisfies National 
Register of Historic Places Criterion C as an intact and representative example of an historic farmstead in the 
Town of Pittstown.  This property is being nominated in association with the Multiple Property Documentation 
Form (MPDF) entitled “Historic Farmsteads in Pittstown, New York.”  The Cornell Farmstead retains an intact 
assemblage of historic agricultural outbuildings and houses embodying characteristic construction features of the 
region during the cited period of significance and which exhibit distinctive and qualifying attributes as outlined in 
the associated MPDF context.  Among the farmstead’s contributing resources are two houses (the eastern one 
built ca.1820-40 and remodeled, ca.1900, and the western one built ca.1860); a smoke house (ca.1820-40); a tool 
barn/grain house (ca.1820-40, also called the wagon house); a small barn adjacent to the western house (ca.1900); 
a blacksmith’s shop (also called the shop building, built ca.1850); a pig house (ca.1880-1900), now used as a calf 
barn; an oat house (ca.1880-1900); a large hen house (ca.1950); and hay sheds, corn cribs, and three small hen 
houses dating to the mid-1900s.  A later corn crib, a saw mill, a sap house, and two two-bay car garages are non-
contributing structures.  This assemblage survives in an intact rural setting, which provides an appropriate context 
for this substantially intact Rensselaer County farm.  Additional significance is also being cited in association with 
Criterion A, in the area of agriculture; the property is being nominated at the local significance level.     
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance   

Ownership of the Cornell farmstead, 1828-2011 
The earliest known documentation of ownership of the Cornell farmstead is the 1807 Kiersted map of 

Sawyer’s Third Tract in the Pittstown Patent, which depicts the distribution of lots within the tract to the 
patentees.  Lots 121 and 122 were assigned to William Smith, one of five proprietors in the Third Tract.  The 
others were Goldsborough Banyer, who served as secretary of the Province of New York in the 1760s; Abraham 
Jacob Lansing (1720-91), founder of Lansingburgh; Alexander Colden, son of Cadwallader Colden, a lieutenant 
governor and governor of the province; and Edward Wells, of whom little is known.  Provincial appointees and 
members of the merchant class were common in the lists of patentees.  They were directly involved in the process 
of opening new lands for development, and many amassed fortunes via land speculation.  As large landholders, 
they emulated the British aristocracy by leasing their lands, and the rents they collected formed significant 
portions of their incomes.  William Smith (1728-93) was Chief Justice of the province from 1763 to 1783 and a 
loyalist.  When the British evacuated New York in 1783, he sailed for England and eventually returned to Canada 
as a justice there.3  It appears that he may have forfeited some or all of his lands in the province during the 
Revolution, when New York State passed the “Act for the Forfeiture and Sale of the Estates of Persons who Have 
Adhered to the Enemies of this State” in 1779.4  Under this law, loyalists were stripped of property, which was 
sold to raise funds to fight the British.   

                         
3 L.F.S. Upton, “William Smith,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography online. http://www.biographi.ca/009004-119.01-

e.php?&id_nbr=2171 
4 New York City Landmarks Preservation Commission, DUMBO Historic District, Designation Report. 2007. 

(http://www.nyc.gov/html/lpc/downloads/pdf/reports/DUMBO_Designation_Report.pdf) 
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Records detailing the seizure and sale of Lots 121 and 122 in Sawyer’s Tract have not yet been found, and 
so there is a gap in their ownership and possible tenancy until 1828, when Iram Manchester (1796-1871), through 
a series of quit claim deeds, acquired Lot 121 and a single acre adjoining its northeast corner in Lot 122.5  Iram 
was the son of David Manchester (ca.1760-1828)6 and Elizabeth Pine, who came from a family with several 
branches living in Pittstown.7   

At least four of David and Elizabeth’s offspring are identified: Armenia, Iram, Welcome (d.1845), and 
Sidney.  Unless there were additional children, it does not appear that Iram’s acquisition of the property via quit 
claim deeds was the buying out of an inheritance shared among his siblings and widowed mother following his 
father’s demise, as the names on those deeds do not correlate.  David and Elizabeth might have held the property 
via an arrangement on her side of the family, and Iram could have been acquiring shares held by his Pine cousins 
instead.  Or, he might have acquired the property via arrangements with his second wife’s family.   

Iram Manchester was enumerated in Pittstown in the 1820 federal census as a head of household, and 
based on adjacent heads of household, he appears not to have yet lived in this part of the town.  His first wife was 
Sally LeBaron (1801-1827), and it is unclear whether they had any surviving children when Iram married 
Angeline Lawton (1806-1881) on 4 December 1828.  She had moved to Pittstown in 1820 as a girl of fourteen.8  
Iram’s marriage to Angeline coincides with his acquisition of Lot 121 and the one-acre parcel in Lot 122, but so 
far, a more detailed connection between the two events is not apparent.   

Angeline bore ten children: William (1829-1902), David (1830-1865), Edwin (1832-1906), Sally Ann 
(1833-1914), Iram (1835-1913), Jeremiah (1837-1921), Frances Delilah (1838-1919), Eliza Jane (1841-1931), Orrin 
(1843-1924), and Charles Byron (1848-1930).  In 1835, Iram augmented his farm when he bought part of Lot 122 
from William C. and Lydia Brownell.9  This deed, executed 29 September for consideration of $2,500, shows that 
Iram had previously acquired ten and a half acres adjacent to the one-acre parcel in his 1828 purchase because 
this was one of three reservations made in the deed.  The other two reservations were a ten-acre parcel in the 
southwest corner sold to William Rowland, Jr., and ten acres in the northeast corner sold to Ichabod Hoag.  The 
actual acreage transferred via the Brownell deed was about 95 acres.  At some point later on, much of Lot 122 
save for the northwestern corner was divided off again from the Manchester farm, but no deed has been located 
to show how this occurred.   

The 1854 Rogerson Map of Rensselaer County shows that C.[lark] Brownell owned a house and a flax mill 
in that section of Lot 122.  Iram’s dwelling house is drawn at the intersection of the old Wagner Rd and Lower 
Pine Valley Rd, the site of the eastern house on the Cornell property today.  The 1861 Lake Map of Rensselaer 
County, however, shows a single Manchester dwelling house at the site of the western house, also on the present 
Cornell parcel.  In 1864, Iram and Angeline sold the western 73.13 acres of the farm to their son Jeremiah for 
$2,425.  Jeremiah was censused in 1860 living in the Town of Aurora, Kane County, Illinois, whence he had gone 

                         
5 The following deeds for these two parcels may not form the entire dossier.  These are all located in the Rensselaer County 

Clerk’s Office in Troy, New York and were found by Nancy Wicker of Pittstown, New York.  Book of Deeds 18/433, 13 September 1828: 
Elliott and Esther Hoag of Clinton, Erie County, New York, to Iram Manchester for $100; 19/14, 6 March 1828: Reuben and Judith 
Rowland of Pittstown to Iram Manchester for $20; and 19/242, 18 June 1828: Sylvanus and Clarissa Shearman of Wilton, Saratoga 
County, New York, to Reuben Rowland, for $100.  

6 These dates are somewhat conjectural.  Nancy J. Wicker’s genealogical research suggests that David was born ca.1760, possibly 
in Pittstown, but more likely in southeastern New England.  While some records suggest that he lived a long life ending in Canada, 
other records suggest the more likely scenario that he died in Pittstown before 1830. 

7 The Pines were a large family and several of its members settled in various parts of Pittstown and adjacent towns.  
8 US Census for 1850, Town of Pittstown, population schedule, p.112, HH 767. 
9 Book of Deeds 58/320. 
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with three of his older siblings after 1855 (when he was enumerated in his father’s house in Pittstown).  His 
purchase of half of his parents’ farm may have been in preparation for his marriage to Mary Cross (b.1839) about 
that time, as their elder son Duane was born in 1865.  It is unclear whether Jeremiah built the western house or if 
it was already there, possibly used by a tenant.  The 1876 Beers Atlas of Rensselaer County shows both houses.  
Jeremiah lived in the west house.  The east house is labeled “I. Manchester estate.” 

Iram Manchester died in 1871, and his widow Angeline was recorded living with Jeremiah and Mary and 
their son, Duane, age 9, in the 1875 census.  A second son, Lynn, age 2, was recorded in the 1880 census.  
Angeline died in 1881, and Jeremiah acquired for $3,400 the remaining 82.98 acres of the property his father 
assembled via two quit claim deeds executed with seven of his siblings and their spouses.  David Manchester 
predeceased his parents in 1865, and a deed with his brother Orrin was not recorded in Rensselaer County.10  In 
a pattern typical of the period, all—except for Sally Ann, who married a member of the Wallace family and still 
resided in Pittstown—had moved farther west, to Bradford, Pennsylvania; Chautauqua County, New York; 
Illinois, and, eventually, Kansas.  Jeremiah, as a younger, unmarried son achieving majority during his parents’ 
later middle age, was the one who both took over the farm and, at last, provided a home for his widowed mother.  
The 1875 state census shows that even before his mother’s death, Jeremiah was managing the combined acreage 
of both Manchester farms, and he and his family were living with Angeline, but it is unclear in which house they 
resided.   

Evidence provided by the outbuildings, however, strongly suggests that they lived in the east house during 
the late 1800s.  Several new buildings were put up, and older ones got new slate roofs.  The east house was 
substantially remodeled in the early 1900s.  On 30 November 1906, his neighbor to the north, Walter G. 
Cornell, granted Jeremiah Manchester the right to enter on his lands to repair the reservoir and the underground 
pipe that the latter built there to provide his dwelling with water.  This probably dates the remodeling of the 
house into a two-family structure as much of the new construction matches building methods and finishes of that 
era.   

In April 1915, Jeremiah and Mary Manchester sold the 156.11-acre farm to their daughter-in-law Mercie 
(1872-1969), wife of their elder son Duane (1865-1939), for $3,000.11  Duane was a schoolteacher and not much 
interested in farming, and apparently the elder Manchesters hoped Mercie would manage the farm better than her 
husband.12  This deed is especially interesting for its detailed exceptions delineating what rooms and clothes 
presses Jeremiah and Mary would use as well as access and use of outbuildings and even foodstuffs to be set aside 
during their lives.  These reservations make clear that the two generations shared the dwelling, which had fairly 
recently been extensively remodeled to accommodate the two families, located at the intersection of Pine Valley 
and Wagner Rds. 

Duane and Mercie Manchester raised two children, John and Clara, on the farm.  John moved to Troy 
and worked in the ice cream business.  Clara married Earl Sherman, and they lived on a farm on Nickmush Rd.13  
Mercie Manchester deeded 15 acres to her brother-in-law Lynn Manchester (b.1878) on 9 July 1932 in payment 
for money Lynn borrowed from her husband and his brother, Duane “several years ago.”  This parcel is located in 

                         
10 Book of Deeds 211/79, 8 April 1882: Frances D. Whitaker and George A. Whitaker, Charles Byron and Susannah Manchester, 

and Eliza Jane and Thomas J. Paddock to Jeremiah Manchester for $1,275, and Book of Deeds 211/81, 11 February 1882: William and 
Adeline Manchester, Iram and Harriet Manchester, Edwin and Sarah Manchester, and Sally Ann Wallace to Jeremiah Manchester, for 
$2,125. 

11 Book of Deeds 360/103. 
12 Allen Cornell, Interview with author, April 2009. 
13 Ned Pratt, “A Visit to the Cornells,” 22 June 1990.  Manuscript. (Allen Cornell) 
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the southwest corner of Lot 121.  The transaction resulted in the current boundary of the Cornell farmstead. 
Eight years later, on 5 March 1940, she sold the property to Ira H. Cornell (1910-1992).14  Interestingly, 

Mrs. Manchester reserved very similar rights to those reserved by her parents-in-law a quarter century earlier.  For 
about three winters, she lived in the west wing of the house.  After that, she spent winters with her daughter Clara 
Sherman, but she spent the warmer months at the Cornell farm for another ten or twelve years.  She lived until 
16 December 1969.15  Ira Cornell grew up on the next farm north, on Lot 143 in the Pittstown Patent, owned by 
his father Walter Cornell (1869-1948).  Walter Grant Cornell grew up in Washington County, where the family 
has many branches.   

On 19 August 1973, Ira Cornell deeded the farm on Lower Pine Valley Rd to his sons, David W. (b.1943) 
and Allen F. Cornell (b.1947).  In his turn, Ira Cornell reserved the right for his wife Agnes and himself to live in 
the house so long as they lived.  Further, he stipulated that the property could not be sold, managed [by another 
person], or have a lien placed on it while either of them lived.  Following Ira H. Cornell’s death, his widow 
transferred the deed to herself and her two sons in June 1992.  Today, the farm remains debt-free.  The east house 
provides a home for Allen and Edna Cornell, Ira’s son and daughter-in-law, and for their son Dale.  Since the 
house was remodeled for two families in the early 1900s, the older generation has always lived in the west wing; 
the younger in the north wing.  David and his wife Linda reside in the west house, which during the mid-1900s 
was occupied by a series of tenants.   

Architectural and agricultural development of the Cornell farmstead 
The earliest history of the Cornell farmstead—composed of parts of Lots 121 and 122 mainly south of 

Lower Pine Valley Rd in Sawyer’s Third Tract of the Pittstown Patent — is largely unknown.  Lots in Sawyer’s 
Third Tract were rectilinear, roughly three times as long as they were wide and encompassed about 125 acres 
apiece.  Such plats attracted New Englanders, who were streaming west during the 1780s and 1790s after two 
generations of rapid population growth hemmed in by war with Britain and France, but they also attracted 
Quaker and Palatine German-descended settlers before the Revolution, mainly from Dutchess County.   

Lots 121 and 122 were distributed to William Smith, Chief Justice of the Province of New York from 
1762 through 1783, in the assignment of lots to the original proprietors of the tract.  Smith owned portions of 
many patents throughout the colony.  So far, it is unknown by what chain of ownership an apparent group of 
heirs who lived in Pittstown and nearby Saratoga County acquired Lot 121 and an adjacent one-acre parcel in Lot 
122 before 1828.  That year, Iram Manchester, whose relationship with those who quit-claimed the property to 
him is unclear, gained title to the property and also married a second time following his first wife’s death the 
previous year.   

Because Iram acquired the property via quit claim deeds, which often do not reflect actual value of a 
property, determining exactly what improvements his farm of about 125 acres encompassed in 1828 is difficult.  
Further, since the quit claim deeds are not consecutively recorded, it is very possible that not all were recorded, 
leaving potential gaps in the paper trail, which might tell more about the property’s early history.  The east house, 
shown in a nineteenth-century photograph before its remodeling, looks as if it was built in the period 1820-1840.  
The associated tool barn/grain house, or wagon house, and the brick smokehouse also appear to date to this era.  
They may be the remaining buildings dating to Iram’s early development of his farm after 1828.  Manchester 
family lore tells of two barns that stood on the far side of Wagner Rd, which Iram may also have built or acquired 
as part of his purchase.      
                         

14 Book of Deeds 621/233. 
15 Allen Cornell, e-mail to author, 16 February 2012. 
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The earliest known published map, the 1854 Rogerson county map shows a single dwelling house located 
where the east house now stands on Lot 121.  The 1861 Lake map also depicts a single dwelling, but it stands 
where the west house is located.  The Beers Atlas of Rensselaer County published in 1876 shows both houses, the 
western one belonging to Iram’s son Jeremiah and the eastern one as part of Iram’s estate, which was settled soon 
afterwards and the properties recombined under Jeremiah’s ownership.  The 1875 census shows that even though 
Iram’s estate remained unsettled following his death in 1871, Jeremiah and Mary were living with his widow 
Angeline, and that Jeremiah was managing the entire acreage as a single property.  The census does not list 
separate households in each dwelling house.  Later documents and the built evidence suggest that they all lived in 
the east house, where many improvements were made. 

The 1850 federal census provides the first detailed record of Iram’s 150-acre farm valued at $6,000.  This 
figure is above middling in Pittstown, probably based in part on its having 120 acres improved—field, pasture, and 
meadow—and only 30 acres unimproved.  The latter was used as wood lot.  He raised a variety of field crops 
typical of the region and of this period of diversified agriculture.  These included 300 bushels of corn, 125 bushels 
of oats, 200 bushels of potatoes, and 47 bushels of buckwheat.  He also cut 35 tons of hay.  These figures reveal a 
profitable, well-managed, and established farm.  He was surely aided in his effort by implements valued at $200, a 
fairly high figure in Pittstown at the time, and two teams of horses.  The four oldest boys probably provided much 
of the farm’s labor, although Jeremiah, age 13, also still attended school.   

Iram kept four milk cows, which produced the unusually large amount of 500 pounds of butter and 100 
pounds of cheese (at the time, most dairy cows produced an average of 100 pounds of butter or cheese) and six 
additional cattle, 20 sheep, and pigs.  Some of his crops would have supported the livestock and fed his family, 
but some would also have been sold to buy things the farm did not produce.  Similarly, some of the meat 
butchered was also a commodity to be sold.   

Like a number of Pittstown farmers of the period, Iram sheared wool and grew flax as a cash crop for both 
its fiber and its seed.  Since his farm was a stone’s throw from the Brownell flax mill farther up Lower Pine Valley 
Rd, the 1,000 pounds of flax stems he cut were probably processed there.  Several mills along the Hoosick River 
bought linen fiber for making twine and other products.  The Manchester women produced $10 worth of 
“homemade manufactures” and so may have used much of the 60 pounds of wool.   

The 1855 New York census valued Iram’s frame house at $700.  Based on figures for other identified 
houses, this was a fairly small (probably single-story or one-and-a-half-story), older dwelling.  It could match either 
the east or the west house standing on the property. 

Between 1850 and 1860, Iram Manchester apparently sold 25 acres.  No deed delineating the specifics of 
this change has been located, but it seems that he sold arable land and even allowed some land to lie fallow 
during the 1850s, as he listed only 90 acres improved by 1860.  That year, his four older sons no longer lived with 
him—William had moved to Bradford County, Pennsylvania, and Edwin, Iram, Jr., and Jeremiah were in Illinois 
along with daughter Frances Delilah.  Only two boys, Orrin, 16, and Charles B., age 12, remained at home to 
help with the field work.  With a smaller labor force, he probably could not match his earlier field crop 
production.  Since keeping livestock required less labor, and butter and cheese making were the purview of the 
women on the farm, he could probably keep similar numbers of animals.  In 1860, a woman servant, Irish-born 
Catherine Fitzpatrick, also lived with them.  She was among the numerous new immigrants arriving via the 
Hudson River, who found work not only in Albany and Troy, but also in the outlying rural areas.   

By early 1864, Jeremiah had returned from Illinois.  As the youngest of the four who had gone west and 
being unmarried, he may have been the one who could most easily return to Pittstown.  He purchased from his 
parents 73.13 acres of the family farm and moved into the house located on the western half of the property.  The 
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1870 census records the two physically separate households maintained by Jeremiah and his wife Mary and by 
Iram and Angeline.  This second house, referred to in this writing as the west house, presents a curious mix of 
building technologies suggesting that it was built in at least two phases.  The main block is typically vernacular 
Greek Revival with its one-and-a-half-story, side-gabled, center entrance form as is its lower side-gabled kitchen 
wing.  It has well-built basement of mortared stone accessed via a bulkhead on the back wall.  The sills and joists 
supporting the first floor are hewn, but photographs taken during its renovation in the 1970s show that its frame 
is essentially stick-built using dimensional lumber.  These photographs also show that the house had six-over-six 
wood sash in the first floor openings and three-light sash in the upper story front and back walls to light the upper 
half-story.  The current house was probably built in the 1860s based on the property’s history and the limited 
evidence of finishes in the 1970 photographs, but the cellar, sills, and joists may indicate reuse of an earlier 
building or an abrupt change in building methods from more intensive and traditional mortise-and-tenon joinery 
to the emerging balloon frame construction.  It seems possible that Jeremiah returned with new ideas with which 
he could more quickly build his house. 

After Iram’s death in 1871, it appears, based on the 1875 agricultural schedule of the New York census, 
that Jeremiah managed both his own farm and his widowed mother’s property, totaling 140 acres.  The better-
than-average farm was valued at $8,400, and its gross receipts were $1,000.  His management differed somewhat 
in the proportions of crops raised, and even a little more in terms of the livestock he kept from how his father ran 
the property a quarter century earlier.  In 1875, Jeremiah recorded $25 in eggs—a significant amount in that 
period. He had $400 in implements, a figure higher than many of his neighbors and suggesting good 
management.  How much of this difference derives from the changing set of information recorded from census to 
census is a little uncertain; the economics of farming in the region were fairly static during this quarter century.   

By 1875, Jeremiah’s family shared living quarters with his mother and also a hired hand.  Their frame 
dwelling was valued at $800, a figure associated with older single-story or one-and-a-half-story houses, but it is not 
absolutely certain in which house they were living.  The farm’s outbuildings were valued at $500, a figure 
suggesting small, older barns.  The cow barn, very likely a remodeled threshing barn, and sheep barn recollected 
much later by Jeremiah and Angeline’s granddaughter Clara were probably part of this assemblage as well as the 
surviving wagon barn (tool barn/grain house) and tool shop (blacksmith’s shop).16  The renovation of 
outbuildings near the east house during the last quarter of the century imply that the Manchesters lived here 
rather than in the west house, which might have accommodated a hired hand or a tenant.  The slate roofs on the 
wagon barn, smoke house, and oat barn probably all date to this period.  On the two older buildings, the earlier 
roof trim now matches roofs on the pig house and the oat barn.  The novelty wood siding used on the oat barn, 
pig house, and wagon barn is also characteristic of the period as is the retrofitting of the upper story of the wagon 
barn with a corn crib and grain bins.  The large barns may have been moved in this period to form a main barn 
group to centralize the farm’s operations, and these may have been renovated with similar finishes.  A ca.1898 
photograph depicts a single alteration—a bay window projecting from the east wall—to the entirely unpainted 
house and capacious wood shed.  The new window’s painted surface and stylish two-over-two wood sash in its six 
windows contrasts with the rest of the building.  Its form dates it to the 1870s or 1880s.   

About 1906, however, Jeremiah undertook a comprehensive remodeling of the east house.  Before and 
after photographs show the extent of the exterior renovations, which reflect changes to the interior space.  The 
earlier photograph (ca.1898) shows the west wing as a one-and-a-half-story, frame house with unpainted clapboard 
siding and the low-pitched roof and partial returns characteristic of the second quarter of the nineteenth century.  

                         
16 Pratt, [1]. 
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The new roofs had wood shingles, a finish replaced in the mid-1900s.  The use of wood shingles for the house 
probably indicates that the slate roofs on the outbuildings are earlier, probably put on during the 1870s or 1880s, 
when many in Pittstown took advantage of the slate quarried in southwestern Vermont and transported by nearby 
railroads.  The end wall retains nine-over-six sash in the first floor openings and six-over-sixes upstairs.  To the 
northeast, with its ridgeline perpendicular to the house, stands a large, unpainted frame woodshed of similar 
height with a more steeply pitched roof, which is attached to the house by an enclosed leanto spanning the 
woodshed’s entire south wall.  A tall chimney at the west end, where the leanto abuts the shed’s main block 
suggests a summer kitchen located there.  At least one wagon bay opens at the east end.  The remodeling turned 
the woodshed into living space and updated the overall appearance of the building with a higher pitched roof on 
the old house, gabled dormers in the remodeled wing, new two-over-two sash throughout, and open porches with 
turned columns.  The water right supplied the new plumbing.  The younger generation lived in the recently 
remodeled north wing, where the new bathroom—supplied via the water right acquired from Walter G. Cornell 
on Lot 143—was located, and the elders reserved the right to use it in the 1915 deed from Jeremiah and Mary to 
their daughter-in-law Mercie.  They also reserved use of the privy, which appears to refer to the new flush toilet.17 

The deed by which Jeremiah and Mary sold the 150.11-acre farm for $3,000 includes detailed reservations 
providing an understanding not only of how the house was used, but also of the outbuildings and what the farm 
produced.  Indoors, the elder Manchesters retained use of the west wing of the house, of which before and after 
images of a ca.1906 remodeling survive.18   

Outdoors, Jeremiah and Mary reserved a garden near the house and cellar space for food storage.  They 
could use the wagon house (tool barn/grain house in the description section), which still stands behind the 
house, for wagons and harness, and Mercie must maintain a horse for their use.  Jeremiah could keep his tools in 
the barns and use the “shop building” to make repairs.  This building is probably the somewhat dilapidated 
blacksmith’s shop still on the property.  They also stipulated building usages, which suggest that they feared the 
orderliness they had maintained would slip with the transfer of the property.  No fowls were to be kept or fed in 
the dooryard, nor in the hog house.  This dates evidence of this practice found on several Pittstown farms, where 
the attics of pig houses were fitted out as hen houses.  Apparently, Jeremiah Manchester thought poorly of it.  He 
also required that “furs and hides of all kinds be kept overhead in the hen house.”  This shows that they were 
trapping in the winter months, and that there was a separate hen house that no longer stands.  Finally, there 
should be “plenty of room overhead in the Wagon House so one may pass around without difficulty.”  Jeremiah’s 
stipulation suggests that the corncrib and bins were disused, or that he was using them and that his son and 
daughter-in-law were storing things there that he regarded as clutter. 

The elders also required that they be supplied with all fuel, crossed out and replaced with “wood,” needed 
for heat and cooking.  Further, they would supply “all potatoes and other vegetables” and “milk for use when it is 
to be had on the place.”  This last shows that the Manchesters continued farming in the diversified pattern of the 
nineteenth century, and that dairying remained seasonal.  Their entry in the 1916 American Agriculturalist Farm 
Directory for the county shows that they considered their chief crops as grain and hay; dairying was not of primary 
importance.   

By 1940, when Ira Cornell bought the farm from Mercie Manchester, it was, like a number of area farms, 
in disrepair.  In 1927, the cow barn, very likely a pre-1850 threshing barn remodeled in the post-1850 period, 
burned.  It had stood on the far side of Wagner Rd, north of Lower Pine Valley Rd.  In the early 1930s, the sheep 
                         

17 Clara Manchester said the flush toilet was added ca.1908-1910.  Ned Pratt, 22 June 1990, [1].  This may be a little late based on 
the reservoir right.   

18 Allen and Edna Cornell have these photographs.   
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barn, which had stood at right angles to it burned in a second lightning strike.  These two buildings once formed 
the L-plan main barn group created by many local farmers who drew older buildings together in the last quarter of 
the nineteenth century.  Such groups are still found on Pittstown farms and throughout much of New York today.  
The late nineteenth-century oat house still standing nearby probably dated to that reassembly.  Agricultural 
depression in the Northeast followed by nationwide depression in the 1930s had both taken their toll.  Ira, son of 
Walter G. and Minnie Cornell, grew up on the adjacent Brownell farm (606 Groveside Rd (CR 109)) on Lot 143.   
Rather than follow the growing tendency, prompted by agricultural thinking of the period, to focus increasingly 
on dairy farming for fluid milk, Ira Cornell opted to start raising chickens.  His son Allen remarks that this 
decision was made pretty easy, since the property lacked its big barns; moreover, his father “always liked chickens, 
from the time he was 16 years old.”19   

The egg business has provided the Cornell family with its greatest and steadiest revenue stream for more 
than seventy years.  In the 1950s, most people raising eggs locally kept 300-500 chickens.  Eggs were picked up, as 
milk still is today, by the G.L.F. (Grange League Federation, precursor of Agway) and Hood, a New England 
company.  Almost all of Ira’s buildings were related to developing this business.  His original three one-room, 
shed-roofed hen houses built on skids are still used as brooder houses.  The large two-story, six-room hen house, 
built on rising land behind the house where it captured full south sun all day to encourage laying, was constructed 
in two phases (ca.1941 and 1962).  The farm gained electricity in 1936, just before it changed hands, which 
helped to augment sunlight to encourage frequent laying.  The Cornells added grain storage buildings, including 
corn cribs for making chicken feed during the 1950s and 1960s to make more and more of their own feed.  The 
three corn cribs store ear corn to be ground for feed—two small ones and a larger drive-in one—are located on the 
drive running north from the old wagon house.  The oat house on the far side of the abandoned road stores 
additional feed.  The eggs are graded and candled in the basement of the house using the equipment Ira bought 
when he first started out.   

In addition to the egg operation, the Cornells raise a variety of crops, depending upon demand.  They use 
many implements bought over the years rather than retooling.  Additional sheds protect tractors, hay wagons, 
harvesting and planting equipment used to raise hay for sale and for supplying their beef operation of about 50 
cows.  Allen’s son Dale (b.1980) has been building up the maple business and has started a small truck garden 
business.  His sap house stands on the location of one of the old barns.  They also run custom orders in a small 
sawmill. 
 

                         
19 Allen Cornell, Interview with author, April 2009.  It may only be coincidence that the large hen house on the former Walter G. 

Cornell farm, now owned by Carl and Lorraine Cornell Brownell, was built in 1926, when Ira was 16 years old. 
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9.  Major Bibliographical References  

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 
Refer to source list provided in associated MPDF. 
 
 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been  State Historic Preservation Office 
 requested)   Other State agency 
 previously listed in the National Register  Federal agency 
x previously determined eligible by the National Register  Local government 
 designated a National Historic Landmark  University 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________  Other 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ Name of repository:   
 recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________  
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if 
assigned):   
 
10.  Geographical Data                                                               
 
Acreage of Property  141.11 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 
1          3        
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

2         4         
 Zone 

 
Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 Zone 
 

Easting 
 

Northing 
 

 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
Please refer to attached map 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
This nomination adopts the boundary achieved for the Cornell-Manchester Famstead in 1932 during the 
Manchester family’s tenure, in the historic period, and retained since.  
 
     
11. Form Prepared By  

name/title  Jessie A. Ravage 

organization  date  30 April 2012 

street & number  34 Delaware St telephone 607-547-9507 

city or town   Cooperstown state  NY zip code  13326 

e-mail jravage@stny.rr.com 
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Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

• Maps:   A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.    
       

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.  Key all 
photographs to this map. 

 
• Continuation Sheets 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.) 

 
Photographs:  

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) 
or larger.  Key all photographs to the sketch map. 
 
List of digital photographs for NY_Rensselaer County_Pittstown Farmsteads MPS_Cornell-Manchester 
Farmstead 
Photographs 0001-0006 of property shot by Jessie A. Ravage (34 Delaware Street, Cooperstown, NY, 13326, 607-
547-9507, jravage@stny.rr.com), August 2011.  Constance Kheel (32 Joslin Ln, Buskirk, NY 12028) shot 0007 in 
April 2012. 
 
0001: House, front or south facade (camera facing north) 

0002: House, west end and north side (camera facing southeast) 

0003: Brick smokehouse, grain house/tool barn (a.k.a. wagon house), and pig house (camera facing west) 

0004: Grain house (a.k.a. oat barn) (camera facing north) 

0005:  Hen house, (camera facing north) 

0006:  Corncribs (camera facing north)  

0007:  Tenant house and associated outbuildings (camera facing west) 
 
 Property Owner:  

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)  

name  

street & number   telephone   

city or town    state   zip code         
 
 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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