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Getting To Know Pittstown’s Historic Places 
 

      The Sherman Farm is one of 
the most intact, early farmsteads in 
New York State. It reflects the 
values and folkways of New 
Englanders who moved to New 
York State in the late 1700s.  The 
Sherman Farm has been described 
by a noted historian as a gem that 
reveals the transplantation of New 
England culture to New York State 
in the post-Revolutionary period.  
      This past summer the Sherman 
Farm received the honor of being 
accepted onto the National 
Register of historic places.   
      The Sherman Farm presently 
includes the house and seven 
outbuildings (hay barn, wagon 
barn, corn house, hog barn, ice 
 house, cheese house and shop  
barn). This cluster of buildings 
offer a unique insight into life on 
early settlement farms in NYS. 
      In 1797, Levi Sherman I 
purchased a 120-acre plot of land 
in the rural town of Pittstown and, 
most likely, built the main house 
and several outbuildings within the 
next year or two.  The house has a 
traditional New England form, 
with a five-bay façade, central 
entrance, vertical oak plank wall 
structure, and interior plan oriented 
around a massive central chimney.   
      It is noteworthy that the farm 
has been in the Sherman family for  
 

Sherman Farm, 1991 
 

over 200 years. The current owners, Ellen Wiley (our Town Historian 
and long time Trustee of the Pittstown Historical Society) and her 
nephew Paul (currently Vice-President and Trustee of the PHS) have 
great respect for the historic significance of the farm. Taking the 
initiative to preserve it, they have recently donated the conservation 
easements on the farm. This ensures that the land will stay forever 
intact, and that no subdivision of it can occur. The easements are being 
held by the local conservation organization, Agricultural Stewardship 
Association based in Greenwich, NY. 
      The Wileys were recently honored by the Rensselaer County 
Legislature for their easement donation. The Legislature presented the 
Wileys with a proclamation commending them for their  “outstanding 
contribution to the preservation of farmland in Rensselaer County.” 
      According to the 1800 federal census, Levi I, at the age of 58, was  
living in the single household with his wife and nine children.  
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Levi I died intestate in 1810, and an inventory was made of his personal estate. This inventory offers 

insights into farm life of the early Pittstown settlers. (see the inventory on Page 4). It is noteworthy that the 
Sherman Farm was average in size for early Pittstown farms, the value of Levi I’s personal property appears 
to have been modest. According to the tax assessment of 1799 there were 418 households in Pittstown. Levi 
I’s real property was assessed at $132, moderate to low compared with other farms.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sherman family by the orchard in front of their home.  From left to right: Charles, Ellen Jane, 

their children Estella, Alice, Ellen, Paul and “Old Gray”, circa 1888 (Collection Ellen Wiley) 

     
After the death of Levi I, his wife, Thankful, petitioned the Rensselaer County Court in protest over 

the division of his property.  Citing her rights of dower, Thankful petitioned for one third of Levi’s estate. 
The court required a survey to be done of the Sherman Farm.  The survey subdivided the house, barns and 
land among Thankful and her children (granting Thankful her request for one third of Levi’s estate). 
Subsequently, Levi II, the second to youngest son, commenced a lengthy and costly process of reconstituting 
the farm in his name. It took him 28 years, and he paid in total $5,000. 
          When Levi Sherman II died in 1864, his only son, Charles, inherited the farm with certain stipulations. 
Charles was required to pay $1,000 to each of his three sisters and to provide for his mother, Harriet, who 
had rights to live on the farm for the rest of her life.  Charles was also obliged to supply her with food, 
furniture and transportation.  Harriet lived another seven years.  (Continued on Page 4) 
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FEBRUARY 6, 1810 INVENTORY, LEVI SHERMAN I 

Quantity Item Price  Quantity Item Price 

1 Horse $60.00  1 Horse $40.00 

1 Horse $55.00  1 Horse $55.00 

1 Horse $40.00  1 Horse $50.00 

1 Horse $12.00  4 Cows $68.00 

3 Cows $42.00  1 Yoke Oxen $70.00 

1 Yoke oxen $52.50  2 Heifers $15.00 

1 Bull 7.50  4 Calves $14.00 

19 Sheep $34.25  10 Hogs $15.00 

20 ½ Tons hay $143.50  34 Bushels wheat $51.00 

23 Bushels rye $20.12  190 Bushels oats $47.50 

12 Bushels flax seed $1.50  1 Ox cart $15.00 

1 Wagon $20,00  1 Lumber sleigh $9.50 

1 Lumber sleight $9.50  1 Iron tooth drag $5.00 

2 Plows $6.00  1 Plow $5.00 

1 Plow $4.50  4 Pair sleigh crooks $5.00 

1 Chest joiner & 
carpenter’s tools 

$30.00  1 Cast iron stove $8.00 

1 Chest $3.50  1 Set wagon spokes $1.50 

1 Set harness $5.00  1 Set harness $10.00 

1 Ox chain $2.00  2 Large whippletrees $.75 

1 Iron bar $.75  3 Axes $1.50 

3 Hoes & 1 shovel $2.25  1 Scythe & cradle $1.25 

3 Pitch forks $1.12 ½   1 Hay rope $.50 

3 Hay rakes $.75  1 0x yoke $1.25 

1 Ox yoke $1.25  1 Ox yoke $1.00 

1 Saddle & bridle $5.00  1 Saddle & bridge $10.00 

1 Wagon chair $10.00  1 Hogshead $.75 

 Old iron $2.00  140 Bushels corn $78.40 

1 Loom & harness $15.00  2 Linen wheels $4.00 

2 Woolen wheels $2.00  25 Lbs tallow $4.37 ½  

4 Barrels pork $48.00  1 Barrel beef $8.00 

1 Hogshead $.75  4 Cider barrels $2.00 

1 Frying pan $.75  1 Brass kettle $3.00 

1 Crane & crane hooks $1.50  1 Grinding stone $1.00 

1 Wash tub $.75  1 Water bucket $.25 

1 Cheese tub $1.25  1 Cheese tub $.50 

3 Milk pails $.75  1 Pail with cover $.37 ½  

1 Churn $.25  1 Firkin $.25 

1 Tub $.37 ½   10 Bags  $2.50 

1 Chest with drawer $4.50  7 Feather beds $98.00 

20 Flannel blankets $20.00  2 Flowered coverlets $12.00 

4 Common coverlets $9.00  4 Bed quilts $10.00 
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FEBRUARY 6, 1810 INVENTORY, LEVI SHERMAN I 
Quantity Item Price  Quantity Item Price 

12 Pair linen sheets $16.00  8 Pair pillow cases $4.00 

1 Set white linen curtains $5.00  1 Set checked linen 
curtains 

$8.00 

1 Set curtains $8.00  6 Chains $3.00 

15 Chains $9.37 ½   9 Chains kitchen $2.25 

1 Double flax hatchel $4.00  1 Small table $1.25 

2 Corn baskets $.50  1 Chest with drawer $4.50 

1 Looking glass $3.00  1 Looking glass $1.00 

10 Milk pans $1.25  1 Horse collar hay rake & 
pitchfork 

$1.00 

2 Stone jugs $.50  3 Stone pots $.75 

3 Wooden bowls $.54  1 Meal chest $1.75 

½ Dozen silver 
tablespoons 

  1 Dozen tablespoons  

1 Table $4.00   Pewter $2.50 

½ Dozen knives & forks $1.75  1 Candle stand $1.00 

1 Chest $1.00  6 Pieces table linen $9.00 

12 Pieces table linen $4.50  1 Pair boot legs $1.50 

1 Fanning mill $16.00  1 Bush hook $.75 

1 Plow clevis $1.00   Cash $75.50 
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(Continued from Page 2) 
 

The 1864 will of Levi Sherman II states: 
 

 

     First I give and bequeath to my beloved wife Harriet the use and control of that part of my dwelling house where I now 

live and to go to and from all parts thereof and to use and to have free access to all the water, and wood house with all 

necessary wood prepared for her stoves and the use of what of the garden she required and all the different kinds of fruit 

growing on my farm.   

     I give my said wife three cows, to be kept for her use on the farm and two pigs to be furnished her every spring with 

sufficient grain to fat them every year, a horse and carriage and harness to use when she requires them and I give my said 

wife all my house hold furniture to divide among her children as she may direct at the time of her decease, and I request that 

my son Charles E Sherman shall have my old desk and I devise that my said wife shall have the use of the cellar and furniture 

in the cellar for her own use and a privilege to have and keep some poultry.   

     The above bequest and privileges above mentioned are to continue during the natural life of my said wife Harriet.  
  

 
The Shermans were industrious people whose lives were defined by diverse agricultural activities.  Their 

work varied according to the season.  Principally it involved livestock, crops and timber. In 1855, Levi II had 7 
milking cows, 38 sheep, 3 pigs, 20 poultry, and 4 horses.  Crops planted on the Sherman Farm that year included: 
spring wheat, oats, hay; rye, buckwheat, corn, potatoes and flax.  Apples were also harvested from some 100 
trees.  

      Several diaries of Charles Sherman (see photo Page 2), son of Levi II, have been preserved. The earliest 
diary, written by Charles in 1865, provides a vivid account of his life. The next issue of the PHS Newsletter 
will include excerpts from this diary and further information about the Shermans. 
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
 

All lectures will be preceded by a brief meeting of the Pittstown Historical Society.  Meetings are free and 
open to the public.  Refreshments will be served following each lecture.  For further information about the 

meetings, contact: Constance Kheel 686-7514 or Ellen Wiley 663-5601 
 

 

March 18: “The Fort Orange 

Excavations, Albany N.Y., During the 

Winter of 1970-1971” 
Historian and archeologist Paul Huey will talk 
about the excavations of Fort Orange (built in 
1624 by the Dutch West India Company and 
abandoned in 1676). Huey is currently in charge of 
historical research for the Historic Sites Bureau. 
He has also taught archeology and directed 
excavations at 36 State Historic Sites. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town 

Hall in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 

  

April 15: Dinner, Annual Meeting and 

Program, “Nineteenth Century 

Blacksmithing” 
Join us for our Annual Dinner and Annual 
Meeting.  
The Annual Dinner and Meeting to conduct 

Pittstown Historical Society business will be held 

at 6:30 PM.   
Following the dinner and meeting, James Moran 
will speak about the importance of blacksmithing 
in early America. Moran is the founder of the 
Capital District Blacksmiths and former president 
of the Northeast NY Blacksmithing Association. 
Moran operates his own forge and gives 
demonstrations at Hancock Village. He will 
identify and date wrought iron pieces that are 
brought to the talk. The program will begin at 

7:30 PM. 
 

The dinner and meeting will be held at the 

Tomhannock United Methodist Church in 

Tomhannock.  Please bring your own place 

setting and a dish to pass, and bring some 

ironware for the show and tell!  
 

 

 

 

May 20: “Spinning in the Colonial 

Period” 
Spinning and weaving in colonial homesteads will 
be the subject of a lecture by weaver Karen Demis.  
She will demonstrate the early art of spinning, and 
will also talk about the different types of fiber 
(linen, flax, and wool) and natural dyes that were 
popular. Demis teaches children at the Helderberger 
Workshop in Vorheesville and presents programs at 
the Shaker Heritage Museum. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town Hall 

in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 

 

June 17: “The Dutch Period, 1609-1664; 

Police Officers and Native Americans” 
Richard Powell will present a unique program on 
the development of the criminal justice system in 
America in the 17th century. Powell, who is a retired 
detective of the Albany police, currently teaches 
criminal justice at the Columbia -Greene 
Community College. He is also the founder and past 
chair of the Native American Institute. 
The meeting will be held at the Pittstown Town Hall 

in Tomhannock at 7:30 PM. 
 

Did You Know? 
 

“The northern turnpike, from Lansinburgh to 
Wells, in Vermont, to Salem, leads through 
Pittstown, and is decidedly one of the best 
roads in the state, and as pleasant as any.”   

                    1833 NYS Gazette 
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1880 Church Quilt 
 

      This beautiful, red and white quilt was created in 1880 to raise funds for the Pittstown Methodist 
Church. The quilt has a basket motif. Members of the church purchased a square on the quilt and hand 
wrote their names in ink on the square. Listed below are the names of the 90 Pittstown residents who 
participated in the fund raiser. 
 
 

.    
 

Nellie Haviland; Mr. & Mrs. Horton Haviland; Sara L. Sheffer; Libbie Sheffer; A.E. 

Faulkner; S.C. Kreemer; James McMurray; F. J. Cavanaugh; Mrs. Grace Marten; Mrs. 
Laura Robertson; Lydia Carpenter; Steward Humphrey; Willis Dearstyne; Benjamin 
Brownell; John A. Sprott; Mrs. Charles Morse; Irving S. Reed; 1887 Mrs. E. Comstock, 

1892 Rev. E. Comstock; Sherman & Button, Nov. 27, 1872; Frank B. Morse; Lillian C. 
Morse; E. Emeline Morse; S. B. Simmons; Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Snyder; R. J. Snyder; M. C. 

Snyder; Mr. John Russell; Ella A. Sherman; Calvin Delong; G. H. Francisco; George 
Finelater; Satie Reed; Jennie Oline; Lester Brundige; Mrs. J. K. Vale; William B. 

Sherman; Seth Lamb; Phebe Makon; Smith Strait; Maud Ayers; Lillie Ayers; Mr. & Mrs. 
G. N. Manchester; S. W. Chandler; L. B. Manville; Thomas Keegan; J. J. Lawler; A. H. 
Butler; Mrs. E. S. Worthington; Mr. E. S. Worthington; A. W. Brownell; Sherman Belding; 

Mrs. John Hunter; Mrs. Jessie Wager; Mrs. J. Russell; William Burdick; Joseph T. 
Sherman; Mrs. Joseph T. Sherman; Arthur Files; E. Norton; Nelson Brundige; Elva Fake; 

Sara Fake; Rev. E. Loundes; John Case; John B. Cushman; S. K. Reed; Harry Van Wert 
M.D.; Rev. H. H. Murdock; Elmer H. Morse; Carrie Thompson; Leonard J. Abbott; William 
E. Mickle; Richmond Akin; Horace Faulkner; Marcy Brundige; Jessie A. Ide; Harry E. 

Stover; David Brundige; Mr. Frank Sheffer; Mrs. Lydia Sheffer; Frank Reed; Mrs. S. 
Whiley; W. H. Whiley; S. T. Whiley; William R. Rider 
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Silas S. and Arlina Brownell Herrington 
 
 

 
 
 
      In the last issue of our 
newsletter, we wrote about 
Silas Herrington and included 
excerpts from his diary of 
1875. Recently, we happened 
upon these portraits of Silas 
S. and Arlina Herrington, and 
we thought our readers would 
enjoy seeing what Silas and 
his wife looked like.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Silas S. and Arlina Herrington, undated (Collection PHS) 
 

 

Barbara Post, In Memoriam 
 

      Barbara Post, a long time member of the Pittstown Historical Society and a descendant of the early 
pioneers of Pittstown, died recently. She served as a Trustee of the PHS and headed the Cemetery Committee 
for the PHS and the Town. Town Historian Ellen Wiley said that Barbara “dedicated thousands of hours to the 
preservation of Pittstown’s early family and community cemeteries”. Her efforts to care for and maintain the 
cemeteries were greatly appreciated. The PHS has received several contributions in Barbara’s memory, as 
well as letters praising her work. 
 

 

What About That Pittstown Bottle? 
 

      The Capital Region Antique Bottle and Insulator Club recently named among its bottle purchases of the 
month a “NY squat” bottle with “SW Green Pittstown” on it. Our Pittstown Through the Years history book 
yields the information that Sellick W. Green manufactured and bottled soda and mineral water in 1870. The 
Beers Map shows his property where Route 7 Auto Parts is located. 
 Does anyone have more information or perhaps one of the bottles? The 30-year bottle collector who 
bought the bottle had never seen one. Please call Fred Stein at 663-5230. 

 



) 
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THEN THEN THEN THEN …..…..…..…..    

    

 
Mable Brust Fitzgerald operating the switchboard 

for the Pittstown Telephone Company, 1954 

(Collection PHS) 

    
      The Pittstown Telephone Company was 
initially established and run by stockholders in the 
early 1900s. Years later, local resident, Clyde 
Brust purchased the company and with the help of 
his family ran it. Telephone calls were routed 
through a locally based operator and telephone 
numbers were identified by the length and number 
of the rings. It has been documented that there 
were at one time 190 subscribers. An ice storm 
devastated the Company’s telephone lines in 1954, 
at which time a modern, party-line telephone 
system was established in Pittstown. 

.… AND NOW 
 
There are many more options today for 

Pittstown residents to communicate with each 
other. There are corded phones, wireless phones 
and e mail. With the invention of cellular phones, 
communication is no longer bound to the house. 
But the reception for cell phones in Pittstown is 
often iffy and varies widely in the different parts of  
town. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connie Gilbert, PHS Secretary, talking on her 

wireless phone with a corded phone near her hand 



) 
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News in 1704 and 1804    By Maren Stein 

 

      The 2004 Commemoration of the 1704 French and Indian raid on colonial Deerfield, MA reminds us 
how close the future Pittstown was to the frontier. Pittstown’s northern border, the Hoosick River, was an 
Indian travel route in the days when rivers were the highways. French and English battled for control of 
North America, a contest won by England in the case of the future United States. This was the era of 
European colonization of the non-European world. 
      Commemoration events, were held at Deerfield on February 28 and 29th. These included Native 
American dancing, boat demonstrations and military demonstrations. Kevin Sweeney, the author of 
Captors and Captives: The 1704 French and Indian Raid on Deerfield spoke at the event. 
For more information, see: http://www.1704.deerfield.historymuseum. 
      Another French Colony, in Nouvelle France, comprised half of the Caribbean Island of Hispaniola, 
now known as Haiti. In 1804, Haiti defeated French forces to gain independence (Sadly, 2004 is bringing 
violence to Haiti.). A series of events has been held in the Capital Region to celebrate the 1804 
independence. They are sponsored by a local branch of Fonkoze, a micro-credit organization giving loans 
to small business people in Haiti. 
      By 1804, Pittstown had been in existence for 15 years. John Thompson was supervisor and Michael S. 
Van Der Cook was town clerk. People in Pittstown at that time would probably have heard of the 
beginning of the Lewis and Clark expedition to the lands west of Mississippi. Lewis and Clark took nearly 
two years to go to the Pacific and back, traveling mostly on rivers.  
An elaborate reenactment of the expedition will take place, leaving St. Charles, MO on May 23rd. (Captain 
Meriwether Lewis, a re-enactor, appeared recently at the Knickerbocker Mansion Historical Society.)  For 
more information, see: http://www.lewisandclarktrail.com.  
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