
 
 

 

     NEWSLETTER    Issue XXXII     Fall, 2017 
 
          

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary 
                        of Women’s Right to Vote 
 

                      
Political Equality Club of Valley Falls float, undated, collection PHS 

 

  Political Equality Club of Valley Falls 
 

By Chris Kelly, town historian of Schaghticoke 
 

 New York State gave women the right to vote in November 1917. The 19th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution, extending this right to all eligible women in the U.S. was adopted in 1920. Women (and some 
men) had been advocating for woman’s suffrage and other political rights for women since at least the 
Woman’s Rights Convention in Seneca Falls, NY in 1848. The best known leaders of the movement were 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton of Johnstown and Susan B. Anthony, who spent her formative years in Greenwich. 
After 1890, the progress toward suffrage accelerated.  
               At the same time, as the 19th century progressed, people in the U.S. began to have more and more 
free time. Both men and women started forming and joining clubs and organizations of all kinds.  The two 
streams came together, as the National Woman Suffrage Association encouraged women to form Political 
Equality clubs. These clubs would advocate for woman suffrage and support the national organization 
financially.  There were at least thirty around New York State by 1906. The earliest local club was in Easton, 
formed in 1891. Susan B. Anthony’s sister, Mary, influenced the formation of the club. One of the members 
of the group was Blanche Stover Clum of Schaghticoke and Valley Falls.  
 Who knows what the spark was (aside from Blanche herself), but Blanche and other women in the 
Valley Falls/Schaghticoke area formed their own Political Equality Club (PEC) on May 13, 1903. The first 
President was Lucy Thompson, followed by Blanche. Lucy Allen, the main force (Continued on Page 2) 
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(Continued from Page 1) behind the Easton club, described them as a “large and influential group of 
women”. First, I will talk a bit about Lucy and Blanche. Second, I will discuss the Valley Falls Political 
Equality Club and its successor, the Woman’s Club of Valley Falls and Vicinity.  
 Lucy Larkin Thompson was the second wife of James Thompson, Sr. James owned the 
Thompson Mill, a textile mill which was the main employer in the village of Valley Falls. Of course 
Lucy was one of the most prominent women in the village and might have inspired others to join the 
PEC. She was President from 1903-1906. Soon after, she moved to New York City, but she visited the 
area often. 

It is widely acknowledged that without Blanche Stover Clum there would have been no local 
PEC. Blanche, born in 1867, was the daughter of farmers Daniel and Anna Bryan Stover of Pittstown. 
Her sisters, Edith Stover Gifford and Lois Stover Bassett, were also very involved in the club, as was her 
sister-in-law, Lora, wife of her brother Peter Stover. Lora was President for many years. Blanche married 
farmer Frank Clum in 1893. They had two sons (Paul born 1896 and Daniel born 1898) and lived on 
Masters Street.  

 The second 
president of the 
PEC, Blanche held 
some sort of office 
in the club until her 
death. She also 
represented the 
group at county and 
state conventions of 
suffrage organizations. Susan B. Anthony presented four volumes of 
“A History of Woman’s Suffrage”, written by her and Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, to Blanche in 1905. The volumes, which were 
intended to be used as sources of information and education at 
meetings of the PEC, are held in the Valley Falls Library. One of the 
volumes is inscribed to the PEC by Susan B. Anthony. 
Portrait of Blanche Clum Stover on left 

 

Inscription by Susan B. Anthony 
The Political Equality Club – Valley Falls Rensselaer Co. – N.Y. 
These will – there can be no beginning of the experiment of a 
genuine Republic – so long as one half of the people are 
disfranchised – especially the half that man calls the better half 
of the people – so let us work to hasten the day when this will be 
in truth “a government of the people, for the people and by the 
people”. February 15, 1905 
 

 Blanche and Frank moved into the village of Valley Falls about 
1911 - did they want to be closer to school for their sons? Was Frank 
ready to quit farming? Did Blanche want to be closer to the Methodist 
Church and her friends? Or was Blanche ailing? At the same time, they 
began to join Blanche’s sister, Edith, and her husband, Frank Gifford, in 
Orlando, Florida for the winters. The Giffords had an early hotel there. 
Blanche’s activities in the PEC, her church, and after 1917 in war work, 
were unceasing. She was also instrumental in the building of the Valley 

Falls Library. Blanche died of heart disease in August, 1919. Her obituary called her “a woman of 
exceptional ability”. 

Moving on to the PEC itself, my questions were: Who were the members? What were their goals? 
Did their husbands support them? What did they do? What were their meetings like?                       
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I found that the 23 founding members of the club either lived near each other on Masters Street in 
Schaghticoke or in the village of Valley Falls; or were related to each other i.e. sisters, sisters-in-law, 
cousins; or shared membership in the Methodist Church in Valley Falls or Melrose. A number were 
among the early members of the lineage organization, the Daughters of the American Revolution. Most 
were married, but a few were spinsters. A few were wealthy, like Lucy Thompson, most were 
comfortable, like the Stovers, a few were wives of laborers. None that I have found were educated 
beyond the common schools. Sometimes it was hard to find information about them as they were 
camouflaged by their married names.  

 

Charter members of the Political Equality Club established in 1903: 
Edna Atwood; Hattie Badger; Emma Ball; Mary Bryant; Blanche Clum; Emma Cotton (sp?); 
Edith Gifford; Mary Gifford; Mary Holliday; Jane Jones; Mary Lohnes; Jennie Mallory; Mary 
May; Margaret Mitchell; Hattie Stark; Jennie Stark; Lois Stover; Carrie Thompson; Lucy 
Thompson 

 

What were their goals? If we talked to the women individually, I think we would find gradations 
of feminism. Some women simply wanted the right to vote, others had greater goals. Lucy Allen of 
Easton said, “We, none of us, want to turn the world upside down or convert women into men. We desire 
women…to bring their true women’s influence…to bear upon the conduct of public affairs. We want to 
get rid of this fallacy that marriage is a state of being supported…he begins and she completes the 
making of their joint wealth. Their dependence is mutual…The majority of us farmers’ wives here in 
Easton and our husbands are perfect…our tendency is to forget that Easton isn’t the whole world, and 
there are other women not as we are.”  (quoted from “Strength without Compromise” by Teri Gay) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Political Equality Club program, 1907-1908 

 

The Second Annual Meeting of the Rensselaer County Political Equality Club was held at the 
Melrose Methodist Church in May, 1907. A measure of its importance was that the key note speaker was 
the Rev. Anna Howard Shaw, M.D., President of the National Woman’s Suffrage Association. She 
stated, “When we women are going out into the world with the men, what we want is justice, and we will 
let the hand-kissing chivalry go”. The Convention adopted these resolutions:  

1) Women workers need the ballot to work for better working conditions for themselves and their 
children, also working 

2) There should be equal pay for equal work for women and men 
3) Taxation without representation is tyranny 

                                                                                                             Page 3 (continued on Page 4) 
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(continued from Page 3) 
1) Taxation without representation is tyranny 
2) Congress needs to pass an amendment to the constitution enfranchising women 
Further speakers added equality in education to the list. One hundred years later, number two is still 

not achieved.  
 And what about the husbands? Most of the women in the club were married, some had children.  
The ones with children would need support to attend day time meetings. All would have needed to have 
their membership in the club supported to some extent to stay happy in their marriages. The fact that they 
did attend and stay married is proof of that to me. But I also found reports the PEC had evening meetings 
which were attended by the husbands. The agenda for those meetings included all the usual reports on 
suffrage progress, but also a dinner. One meeting in October 1914 was a “banquet” at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Lohnes attended by sixty people. Mrs. Lohnes and Mrs. Schuyler Hayner prepared the 
food. I want to know what they served and how they seated sixty for dinner in the house! But the point is 
that the husbands supported their wives, at least to some extent. 
 What did the women do?? They met at least monthly, on the second Wednesday of the month, 
sometimes at members’ homes, sometimes at the Valley Falls Methodist Church. They elected officers 
yearly, with lots of change from year to year. The programs included singing, prayer, reports of 
committees, educational speeches, and up-dates on suffrage progress.  
              It is hard to tell what actual suffrage work they did from the programs. We know from 
newspaper articles that some members attended county, state, and national conventions of women’s clubs 
and suffrage organizations, or even a convention for peace - this just before the U.S. entrance into World 
War I. Programs sometimes included reports on legislative work, which implies that members might have 
been lobbying in Albany.  The Easton club members subscribed to the national suffrage newspaper, made 
items for a National Suffrage Bazaar in New York City, and briefly opened a little shop in Easton which 
sold ice cream and items the women had made - all to raise money to donate to the national suffrage 
organization for its work. I imagine the Valley Falls women raised money in some of the same ways. 
Many of them were doing similar things for the Methodist Church, raising money for home and foreign 
missions, or working against overuse of alcohol in the Women’s Christian Temperance Union.  
 In addition, only a year after its founding, the Political Equality Club voted to use some of the 
money it had in the bank to begin a library in Valley Falls. In 1906, a small library was begun in 
Thompson’s Mill. Many members of the club participated in all of the ensuing activities which resulted 
in the purchase of a lot by the community and the funding of the building by the Gaffney family. It was 
dedicated in 1915.  

            The Political Equality Club 
changed its name as soon as New York 
State adopted suffrage in 1917 to the 
Woman’s Club of Valley Falls and 
Vicinity. It was associated with the State 
Federation of Woman’s Clubs from 1906 
and the General Federation from 1926.  It 
became independent in 1996. With the 
fight for suffrage over, the club moved on 
to develop a scholarship fund in 1930 and 
a child welfare program in 1932.  It has 
been involved in fighting TB and working 
with public health, the Salvation Army, 
disaster relief, local churches, missionary 
work, camps, and the USO in World War 
II. 
 

 
Sproat sisters, (left) Flora Sproat Hill and (right) Mari Sproat Fisk (early members of the PEC), Valley Falls 
Centennial, 2005             Page 4 
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             Today, the Woman’s Club of Valley Falls and Vicinity still meets the second Wednesday of the 
month, though not every month. We (I am a member) mostly meet in the Masonic Hall in Schaghticoke. 
The program still features a prayer, a song, and the pledge of allegiance. Though we don’t report on 
current politics, we do have a program designed to educate us, featuring many local people. We raise 
money for charity. We give a small scholarship to a Hoosic Valley student. Our members are mostly 
retired, of varied backgrounds and experiences. There are still some women who are relatives, some 
Methodists, and some women who are neighbors, but the members live from Melrose to Easton and 
Johnsonville to Stillwater. It really is a remarkable survival.  
            The information for this article comes from the Troy “Times,” the archive of the Woman’s Club 
at the Valley Falls Library, and research in ancestry.com. This article and biographies of the founding 
members of the club are posted on my blog: www.schaghticokehistory.wordpress.com.          
 

Ann Eliza Bleecker (1752-1783):  
Life in the Early 

Pittstown-Schaghticoke District (Part 10) 
                                  

                                     By Walter Auclair 
 

 In 1793, ten years after her mother's death, Ann Eliza Bleecker's daughter, 
Margaretta Faugeres, published a book of all her mother's known surviving writings – 
family letters from 1779 to her death; 36 poems from the early 1770s on, and two 
short captivity novellas written in 1779-1780. The book begins with a brief biography 
by Faugeres of her mother and concludes with some of her own poems and prose. 
Faugeres also was an aspiring writer and contributed to several New York City 
magazines, often advocating strongly for the end of slavery. 

 In those days book publishers required advanced payment, usually by soliciting subscriptions 
from prospective readers. At the beginning of the book is a list of 169 subscribers who purchased 188 
copies. Included were such prominent names as De Witt Clinton, Jeremiah Lansingh, Peter Schuyler, and 
Philip Schuyler (father-in-law of Alexander Hamilton), the last two distant relatives of Ann’s. 
 Ann's correspondence is a sad litany of loneliness after losing her one year-old daughter Abella, 
her mother, and a sister, all within a four month period in 1777. Her step-sister, Susan Ten Eyck, ten years 
younger (15 years old), and a close confidante, left that year to live with family in New Jersey, never to 
return. Until then life in Tomhanick had been idyllic; now there was no longer any supportive female 
companionship. 
 The country's first civil war, otherwise known as the Revolutionary War, was the main disruptive 
cause behind these changes. Not only did the war end intra-family closeness, but also destroyed 
neighborliness in the Tomhanick area, pitting loyalists against patriots such as the Bleecker family. The 
war's consequences were dire for the losing side, so tensions were great.  

Another major change in Ann's life was that she became a military wife, with John often away on 
missions as an active member of the New York militia under the leadership of Philip Schuyler. John 
apparently arranged for his military colleagues stationed in Albany to frequently visit Ann to check on 
her, spend time with her, and carry mail back and forth. But the loneliness and feeling of vulnerability 
were painful for her.   

Her poetry was wide-ranging, reflecting her extensive reading of British poets such as Pope, 
Donne, Chaucer, Swift, Bunyan, Dryden, and particularly Gray. She also was well versed on ancient 
Greek, Roman, and Old Testament literature. Other poetic topics included comments on death, common 
in the poetry of that day; nature, especially in the Tomhanick area; the horror of war and the heroism of 
General Washington; and lastly, and most touching, on the love and respect she had for her husband. 
 Ann's correspondence must have been collected from family members by Margaretta after her 
mother's death, all 26 letters written the last four years of Ann's life. Past articles (continued on Page 6) 
                          Page 5 
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(continued from page 5) in this newsletter on Ann's biography include many excerpts from her letters 
illustrating her literary qualities, so only one quotation will suffice here. It was sent to her step-sister: 
“Happy, my incomparable girl, is the human mind, in enjoying so great a degree of the benignant 
heavenly attribute, LOVE.” 
 A recurring theme in her letters was her failing health. Ann describes being bled as a therapeutic 
measure, with excessive loss of blood. Then there is her painful admission six months before her death: 
“Affliction has broken my spirit and constitution; I grow daily weaker and more emaciated and depressed 
with the reflection of leaving my husband and child – alas! the only treasures I have now on earth.” 
 In her excellent chapter on Ann Bleecker's life and work, Sharon Harris quotes from letters she 
discovered that were sent by Ann to her brother-in-law, Captain Leonard Bleecker. They are humorous, 
satirical, and gossipy; Ann writes teasingly that she is “thinking of publishing” in epistolary form the 
“Fishkill Intelligence” and “Albany Gazette,” newsletters on local events. No copies of any further issues 
have been found. Her letters to Leonard are very different from her family correspondence, exhibiting a 
lively and vivacious personality. 
 The first of Ann's two short stories is in the form of a letter she sent to her step-sister in 1779, 
possibly inspired by her neighbor Maria Kittle's natural death that year in Schaghticoke. It is titled “The 
History of Maria Kittle,” based on an actual event that occurred in 1747, an Indian attack on the Kittle 
farm in which Maria's children were killed and Maria Kittle (1721-1779) was taken captive to Canada. 
(The novella was serially published in The Pittstown Centinel in 1976) 
 The second tale is similar in nature, “The Story of Henry and Anne.” This time the victims are of 
Palatine German heritage, not Dutch, as with the Kittles. These two novellas, both tales of death and 
abduction, have the common themes of women left unprotected, kidnapped by “savages” who have 
brutally murdered their children.   

Ann died late in 1783 and was buried in the Reformed Dutch church's cemetery in Albany. Her 
remains were later reinterred in the mid-1800s in the Albany Rural Cemetery. Although a location is 
given where her remains are situated, it is unlikely to be accurate (the burial site of General Philip 
Schuyler is also unknown). Recent efforts by the author to find Ann's tombstone have been unsuccessful. 
Cemetery records give her death date as November 23, 1783, age 31. Oddlly, her last letter, to her step-
sister Susan is dated December 10, 1783. 
 It is natural to be curious about the cause of death, such as Ann's, especially when there is no clear 
evidence to indicate any specific medical information about 
her illness. One possible cause of her failing health is based 
on her and John's activities toward the end of her life. She 
mentions in her correspondence taking long excursions with 
her husband to New England, Halfmoon, and New York City. 
Is this something an ailing person would subject herself to, or 
her loving husband impose on her? 
 It brings to mind the experience of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson and his young first wife, Ellen, fifty years later. 
Their physician prescribed frequent carriage trips over rough 
roads for “fresh air and 'jolting,'” that would help Ellen 
Emerson, ill with tuberculosis, to force out the infection. This 
disease was endemic during both Ann's lifetime as well as 
fifty years later throughout New England. As we now know 
this was probably the worst advice to give tubercular patients 
– as was bleeding. 
  This serialized biography of Ann Eliza Bleecker ends 
with one of her last poems, a testimony to her love for her 
husband and daughter. Sadly, since her burial site is unknown, 
there is no grassy tomb to mourn over: 
                 The author, Walter Auclair, in the Albany Rural Cemetery searching for Ann Eliza Bleecker’s gravestone. 
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A COMPLAINT 
Tell me thou all pervading mind, 
When I this life forsake, 
Must ev'ry tender tie unbind, 
Each sweet connection break? 
 
How shall I leave thee, oh! My love, 
And blooming progeny? 
If I without thee mount above, 
'Twill be no heav'n to me. 
 
Ah! when beneath the arching vault 
My lifeless form's remov'd, 
Let not oblivion sink the thought, 
How much, how long I lov'd. 

 
Come oft my grassy tomb to see, 
And drop thy sorrows there; 
No balmy dews of heav'n shall be 
Refreshing as thy tear. 
 
There give thy griefs full vent to flow 
O'er the unconscious dead, 
With no spectator to thy woe 
But my attendant shade. 
 
By Ann Eliza Bleecker 
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Pittstown Historical Society News 
 
New Exhibit 

The use of numerous items in the PHS collection has puzzled 
members of the Collection Committee. The item to the right is an example.  
The Exhibit Committee decided to mount an exhibit titled “What is it?” to 
challenge viewers of the exhibit to identify what the items are. The exhibit 
will be on view until March 2018.  
 

PHS Collection 
We are very grateful for the new gifts that we have received in recent 

months. They include documents, photographs, household items, and 
agricultural implements. 

One outstanding donation was the Ketcham quilt, which is highlighted on Page 14. Other items 
were recently donated to the PHS by Joan and Max Koch, one of which is included in the PHS Exhibit 
titled “What is it?” Thanks as well to Harald Moore and Liz Pohlman for their donations. 
 

Joyce Peckham Memorial Fund Awards 
Annually, the PHS gives three $100 awards to a graduating senior at the three area schools. The 

awards are granted to a student who has shown an exceptional interest in history. This year, the following 
students received the award: 

Bryan Stockwell graduating from the Tamarac High School  
Linsday Krause from the Hoosick Falls Central School 
Henry Hren from the Hoosic Valley Central School 
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(continued from Page 7)                                                                               
Cooksboro Cemetery 

Many thanks to Jerry Davis for his hard work 
keeping the Cooksboro Cemetery beautifully trimmed. Davis 
has for many years maintained the Old Cooksboro Cemetery, 
Pittstown’s oldest and most significant cemetery.   
 

Reference to the PHS Newsletter 
We are proud to report that an article by Walter 

Auclair published in the PHS newsletter, Issue XV, was 
referenced in a recently published history book, titled “The 
Pinkster King and the King of the Kongo; The Forgotten History of America’s Dutch Owned Slaves” by 
Jeroen Dewulf.  
 

Farm Life 
Many thanks to Steve Dunham of Dunedin, Florida, who has shared written chapters of his 

memories of life on the Dunham Farm in Cooksborough. His family owned the farm on Ford Road in the 
mid 1900’s. Subsequently, the buildings on the farm were all demolished, and the housing development 
called the “Meadows” was established.  
 

Joyce Plummer collection of photographs 
Joyce Plummer of Bandon, Oregon, shared with us a significant collection of photos, 

predominantly of the Eyclesheimer and Kautz families. Many of the images are of particular interest 
because they show women seated in their homes. These photos give us insights into how people lived in 
the early1900s, what they wore, what furniture and decorations were fashionable and what they prized. 
The photograph below is one example of a photo that Plummer shared with the PHS. 
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Eleanor Hill 
It is with great sadness that we report the death of Eleanor Hill 

(1929 – 2017), a longtime member of the PHS and one of the principal 
donors of artifacts to us. Hill had spent much of her childhood at her 
grandparents’ farm in Boyntonville and maintained a strong 
connection to the area all her life. As we mentioned in a previous issue 
of our newsletter, Hill inspired us to form a collection committee, and 
she offered us both encouragement and guidelines for our work. Hill 
was the daughter of Merrill and Elsa Snyder Lee.  

Just a few months before Hill died, an amazing coincidence 
occurred. The donation of the Joyce Plummer photographs (mentioned 
on page 8) included several photos that were labeled as being from 
Boyntonville. In the off chance that Hill might be able to identify some 
of the people in the photo, we showed them to her. She was astonished 
to discover that one of the photos was of her grandmother, Mary 
Fonner Campbell! The coincidence was even more significant because 
several of the items in the photograph were still intact.                       Eleanor Hill in 2003   

The items in the photo (below) included a cameo brooch that Campbell is wearing, the marble top 
table next to her, and the ceramic frog sitting on the table (it is a humidor – a container for tobacco). Hill 
had already donated the cameo and frog to the PHS. But after seeing the photo, she insisted that the PHS 
must also have the table as well. 

 
      
 
 

Eleanor Hill at the Snyder farm in 
Boyntonville, 1937 

 
 
 
      

   Mary Fonner Campbell, Eleanor Hill’s grandmother, undated                                                                     Page 9 
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The Mills of Factory Hollow 
 

By Maren Stein 
 

When we pass the streams cascading down the hills in 
Pittsown, we sometimes see stone remnants of dams and buildings. 
These are what is left of an era when the streams were full of water-
powered mills and manufacturing vital to individuals and to the 
community. Not much is left of that era, although the mills were 
widespread and many farmers operated mills as a sideline.  

Information on these mills in Pittstown is scarce.  One of the 
most helpful sources is the 1880 “History of Rensselaer Co. New 
York”, written by Nathaniel Bartlett Sylvester, which lists past and 
present mills on each stream in order of their location. Sylvester 
covers seven streams in Pittstown and in neighboring towns. 

One of the most active streams in Pittstown was the 
Sunkauissia, paralleling the obviously-named Factory Hollow 
Road. The mills and manufacturing began in Pittstown Corners (now 
the hamlet of Pittstown) and extended to almost where the stream 
today enters the Tomhannock Reservoir. 

The Sunkauissia is one of several streams flowing downhill 
to the reservoir. A look at an elevation map of the area shows the 
obviousness of the choice for the reservoir placement with a definite 
giant bowl shape. 

One of the oldest places for mills on the 
Sunkauissia is where Holbritter Road branches 
off Factory Hollow Road and crosses the 
creek. When the leaves are gone, one can look 
from either road east of the bridge and see 
stonework and earthworks forming the remnants 
of a quite large dam across the creek. There is 
also a stonework site west of the bridge. This 
article will look at the history of the area around 
the Holbritter Road Bridge. Subsequent articles 
will look at the history of the area where Factory 
Hollow Road takes a loop and the road crosses 
two single-lane bridges. (The loop is on old 
maps and has apparently been there "forever".) 

    Remains of the Factory Hollow Mills 
The story of Europeans and the Holbritter Road Bridge area most likely begins with a prominent 

local supporter of England during the Revolutionary War, Robert Leake.  He owned 4,000 acres in the 
region, all subsequently confiscated by the government because of his support for the British. Ronald 
Bachman, in his biography of his ancestor, “A Fine Commanding Presence; The Life and Legacy of Maj. 
Michael S. Vandercook (1774-1852) of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York” surmises that Michael 
Vandercook bought land once owned by Leake that had been confiscated by the government. (See the 
map showing the location of Leake's home in  Pittstown on the opposite page.) 

Bachman continues to detail Vandercook's development of the Leake parcel (including a house 
south of Factory Hollow Road) as well additional land acquisitions over the next few 
decades. Vandercook built, perhaps, three dams there. At least one was a saw mill. Another became the 
site of one of the Orr Paper Company's mill. That mill, according to Sylvester, was also built by 
Vandercook.                        
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Vandercook's business success was torpedoed by a combination of family problems with a second 
marriage, fires, floods, and difficult national economic circumstances. His property was sold to Gardner 
Wood and John Spices to satisfy creditors. Gardner and Spices finally took possession in the mid-
1830s. The only mention of either found in any of the records I researched is a report of Vandercook 
trying to eject Wood and Vandercooks' stepson from a gambling party they were having against his 
wishes at Vandercook's house. 

The 1861 map of Rensselaer 
County (see detail to the right) 
shows a paper mill east of today's 
Holbritter Road Bridge. Sylvester 
identifies it as being owned by the 
Orr brothers. They had paper mills 
in Pittstown, Lansingburgh, North 
Hoosick, and Walloomsac. The 
history book, “Pittstown Through 
the Years”, says the mill was in 
operation for almost 50 years and 
used rye straw to make paper. 

Paper-making, according to 
Wikipedia, used rags until the early 
mid-1830s and eventually switched 
to wood. The Pittstown mill might 
have closed when wood (cheaper) 
began being widely used. The use 
of wood coincided with printing press improvements and the invention of the fountain pen and the mass 
production of pencils. More production of paper enabled more books and textbooks and other paper 
products. Sylvester says that the Orr mill did a "large business", while it was operating. 

The detail of the 1861 map shows a mill west of the paper mill noted as a sawmill.  The name 
Rifenburgh is also listed. Notes in the Pittstown Historical Society files mention Norman B. Rifenburgh 
as having a flax and saw mill in Raymertown and being a farmer in Boyntonville. There is also a 
Kingsley Rifenburgh listed on Holbritter Road. 

We will continue with more information about the Factory Hollow mills in subsequent 
Newsletters.  

 
 
Robert Leake was the second-in-

command of the loyalist forces at the Battle of 
Bennington. He lived in Pittstown and had 
extensive land-holdings (more than 4,000 acres) 
there and elsewhere. A map published in "New 
York Archives” Volume 8, Number 1, Summer 
2008 shows the location of his house with a 
house symbol in the upper right hand corner (see 
detail of the map to the left). The map is in the 
Land Papers at the NYS Archives. The house 
was in Lot 52 of the Tomhannock Patent, along 
today's County Route 109. 

Leake was declared an enemy of the 
state, banished from New York, and had his 
lands confiscated. He spent the rest of his life 
after the Revolutionary War in England. 
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The History of the Johnsonville  
Volunteer Ambulance Service 

The Johnsonville Volunteer Ambulance Service (JVAS) ceased operation on December 31, 2015. 
For 52 years it had served an area of 33 square miles with over 900 families. A not for profit 
organization, its mission had been to provide emergency medical services and ambulance transport to 
persons who cannot transport themselves because of sickness or injury, to treat as needed, and to monitor 
the patient’s comfort and health status during the transport. 

When JVAS closed, it had 35 active members. Its officers were: Captain, Mary Jean Fitzgerald-
McCarthy; 1st Lieutenant, Roger Holmes; Training Officer and Historian, Roger Holmes; President, 
David Herrington; Secretary and Vice-President, Les Wheeler; Secretary, Donna Barnhart; Treasurer, 
Melanie Mason; Financial Secretary, Gary Squires; Directors, Mary Skidmore, Chester DeLaMater, Les 
Wheeler and Bob Mason. 
 An integral part of the community, a JVAS tradition of monthly breakfasts and an annual ham 
dinner had been established for the purpose of raising funds. 

Its work, however, became financially unsustainable. With a diminished volunteer base, JVAS 
began supplementing volunteers with paid staff in 2012. At the same time, JVAS began to charge for 
services to cover the increased costs of staffing, insurance, fuel, etc. But billing revenue did not keep up 
with staffing costs and, lacking sufficient volunteers and municipal funding, JVAS closed shop. 

Currently the area it covered is now serviced by the Pittstown Volunteer Emergency Corps for 
basic life support with additional coverage for advanced life support from the Hoosick Valley Rescue 
Squad and the Mohawk Ambulance. 

The JVAS donated many of its records and memorabilia to the Pittstown Historical Society (its 
medical records are in the possession of the Hoosic Valley Rescue Squad). One booklet, “Johnsonville 
Celebrates the Bicentennial”, includes a section on the history of the first decade of the rescue squad. 
The booklet was published in 1976 by the Ladies Auxiliary of the Johnsonville Volunteer Fire Company.  
The excerpts below were written by Norman O. Cushman and Helen R. Cushing:  

“The service was organized on September 9, 1963 with the following officers elected: President, 
Herman Kagel; Vice President, Norman Cushing; Secretary, J. Robert Carpenter; Treasurer, Walter 
Pemrick; Captain Walter Brundige; Lieutenant, John Campbell and Dispatcher, Mrs. Ralph Button. 
Our early members had been affiliated with the Hoosic Valley Rescue Squad for six years prior to our 
own inauspicious beginning. We obtained the ambulance and its equipment from the parent squad but no 
money or insurance. Consequently five of us donated $12 apiece to realize $60 to incorporate in New 
York State and were most grateful to attorney James J. Reilly, Valley Falls, for doing the legal and leg 
work in Albany for us gratis.  

Our active and social members, both male and female, number approximately fifty. We consider 
women members most essential among the crews, especially with female patients or victims aboard. 

Our fist vehicle was an old Packard, combination hearse and ambulance purchased for $200. Then 
came an old Dodge and Pontiac, from which we graduated to Cadillacs, which we still operate, trading 
for fairly late, low mileage models, purchased from larger and more affluent organizations. In 1966 two 
phone numbers were made available for emergency calls. Dispatching has been speeded up having three 
persons on as many phones expediting the calls. We certainly have come a long way in a few years, 
pulling ourselves up by the bootstraps, to use an old time phrase. 

Our first Board of Directors was compiled of Herman Kagel, Norman Cushing, Walter Pemrick, 
Walter Brundige and Clifford Reynolds.  

From the beginning our squad has been a constant member of District 2 of the New York State 
Ambulance and First Aid Association. We are also a member of the Rensselaer County Ambulance 
Association and have received from them several certificates of safety and five year plaques. 

In addition to our own squad Christmas Parties at the Fire Hall and summer picnics at Siebles 
Point, we always have attended the State Association picnics and County Association Banquets.  

                       Page 12 



 
PITTSTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER          Issue XXXII Fall, 2017 

 

During the past fiscal year we made an even 100 calls, driving 2,913 miles with 489 man hours. 
Based on a three person crew each call in 1972 averaged to cost us very near $12. Only three 

years later in 1975 the cost per call had risen to almost $24 just double in that short time.” 
  

The  ambulances owned by the Johnsonville Ambulance Service changed over the years. The early 
ambulances were Cadillacs of the 1960s and 1970s, graduating to vans in the early 1980s. The 
1980s and 1990s witnessed the generation of Type III ambulances, which consist of a van-like cab 
with an ambulance box installed.  

 

Nancy Slocum’s Album of Poems (1834 – 1838) 
In 1834, at the age of 14, Nancy Slocum (who lived in Valley Falls) started compiling entries in 

her “Album of Poems”. It was an album of poems that her friends inscribed for her. Albums of this sort 
were popular at the time and frequently included hand written comments, quotations and poems. They 
were known as a “letter book”, “day book”, or “commonplace book”. Over a period of four years, 
Slocum’s album grew to 40 pages of poems, many of which were original, some of which were excerpts 
from published poems. Most provided advice and well wishes for Nancy’s future. Below is a poem 
written by one of Slocum’s freinds. 

 

“What is an album but a chain that binds 
In welcome union those of kindred minds? 
What is it but a precious wreath that winds 

Around some fav’rite brow? 
Oh ’tis a moral garland rich and fair, 

Composed of offerings friends have woven there 
To seal affection’s vow.”     
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Early Ketcham Quilt Donated to the PHS 
 

 
 

       The Pittstown Historical Society recently received a 
stunning, historic quilt from Richard and Mary Ketcham of 
Summerville, South Carolina. It is estimated that the quilt has 
been in the Ketcham family about 200 years.  

The Ketchams first settled in Pittstown in the late 1700s. 
Abijah and Daniel Ketcham/Ketchum are included in the 1788 
Schaghticoke assessment (Pittstown was part of Schaghticoke 
at that time). Abijah (1751-1804) and his wife, Mercy (1747– 
1818), are both buried in the Old Cooksboro Cemetery. One of 
their children, Joseph A. Ketcham/Ketchum (1780–1834), 
married Sarah E. Filkins (1781–1837) and had a son named 
Abram F. Ketcham/Ketchum (1801–1878). Abram married 
Julia Ann Agan (1805–1888). Mary and Richard believe Julia 
made the quilt and passed it on to future generations. 
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Richard Ketcham is the great-great-great-great-grandson of Abijah and Mercy Ketcham (the original 
settlers in Pittstown).  

Richard and his wife Mary decided that the quilt should be returned to Pittstown, where it once lived. On 
a trip north in June, they stopped by 
to donate it to the PHS.  
 During their visit, they were 
invited by Walter and Paula Auclair 
to see the “Ketchum Lot”, a field 
owned by the Auclairs in 
Cooksborough that was previously 
part of the Ketchum farm. Richard 
and Mary also visited the Old 
Cooksboro Cemetery where they 
were able to see the gravestones of 
Richard’s ancestors. They even met 
Pittstown Supervisor, Verna 
Hansen, a Ketcham/Ketchum 
descendant.    
We are very grateful to Richard 
and Mary for their special gift!! 
 
 Richard and Mary Ketcham visiting the Old Cooksboro Cemetery where Richard’s ancestors are buried, 2017. 

 

 

Join the Pittstown Historical Society 
Visit us at:  pittstown.us

 
Pittstown Historical Society 
Board of Trustees 
 
Officers 
President, Connie Kheel 
686-7514 
 
Vice-President, Joseph A.  
Ferrannini 686-4637 
 
Secretary, Paul Wiley   
753-4854 
 
Treasurer, Connie Kheel 
686-7514 
 
Trustees 
Walter Auclair ~ 663-5779 
Connie Gilbert ~ 753-4226 
Kenneth Miller  ~ 753-6334 
Maren Stein  ~ 663-5230 
Nancy Grilli ~ 753-6948 
 
 
 

Make checks payable to: Pittstown Historical Society,  
P.O. Box 252, Valley Falls, NY 12185 
The Pittstown Historical Society is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt not-for-profit organization, 
dedicated to collecting, documenting, and preserving local history. 
                         Contributions are deductible to the full extent of the law.   

 

$_______ Annual Dues   (please check one) 
 

         $10 Individual            $5 Senior (65 & older) 
 

         $25 Supporter            $50 Benefactor 
 

         $15 Business 
 

$_______ Total  (enclose check for this amount) 
 

_____ I would like to volunteer my time 

Name:____________________________________________ 
 

Address:__________________________________________ 
 

City State Zip:_____________________________________ 
 

Email:____________________________________________ 
 

Telephone Number:________________________________
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Note the head of a deer peeping out in the middle of the field.  

Due to the excessively wet spring, most farmers in Pittstown were not able to do an early cutting of hay.  

 
 

PITTSTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P. O. Box 252 
Valley Falls, N.Y. 12185 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check Your Mailing Label:  The date to the right of your name indicates when your dues were 
last paid.  
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