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Pittstown’s Historic Farmsteads 

Honored 
 

The Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) recently received a grant of $8,000 from the Hudson River 

Valley Greenway (HRVG) to support its efforts to document the historic farmsteads of Pittstown. The grant, 

which was awarded in a ceremony at the Backus Farm, complements a grant of $7,500 received previously 

from the Preservation League of NYS. Both grants will be used to complete nominations of Pittstown’s 

farmsteads to the National Register of Historic Places. Other supporters of the PHS’s work include The 

Persistence Foundation and the Town of Pittstown. 

Since 2008, the PHS has been working on identifying and documenting farmsteads in Pittstown that 

contain a minimum of 4 historic structures. Funding was received in 2009 to undertake a Cultural Resource 

Surveys of 26 historic farmsteads. The most recent chapter in this initiative has been completion of a Multiple 

Property Documentation Form (MPD) to the NYS Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The MPD 

consists of an in depth study of Pittstown’s history, with a focus on its agricultural heritage. Along with the 

submission of the MPD, the PHS submitted a nomination on behalf of the Gifford Farm on Gifford Road to 

the National Register of Historic Places. Both the MPD and the Gifford farm nomination were accepted onto 

the National Register – an honor for both the town of Pittstown and the Gifford farm!  

The funding from the HRVG will support the work of historic consultant Jessie Ravage, who 

previously completed the surveys of the farmsteads. Ravage has been working on numerous other 

nominations. The PHS anticipates that well over a dozen of Pittstown’s farmsteads will ultimately be listed on 

the National Register. Listing the farmsteads on the National Register will help preserve them as historic 

resources. 
 

 
Gifford farmstead, Gifford Road,  

recently accepted onto the National Register of Historic Places, photo by Connie Kheel 
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Presentation by the Hudson River Valley Greenway of a grant of $8,000 to the 

Pittstown Historical Society (June 24
th
, Backus farm, County Route 111) 

for the nomination of the historic farmsteads of Pittstown to the National Register of Historic Places 
 

Our Pittstown Connections from Across the Border: 

Prentis/Delong History 
 

By CarolAnne Prentice Chepurny (resident of Ontario, Canada) 
 

In my almost twenty year genealogical journey through Prentis/Delong history, I am discovering lately 

that the road to learning more about my ancestors, and perhaps even solving a mystery, leads back to 

Pittstown. It appears that many families living in the Pittstown area during the 1790s had long term 

connections from the early settlers’ days in New England and other areas, as evidenced from numerous 

sources, both primary and secondary.     

The Delong family is a good example - Arie Fransen De Langet came to “New Amsterdam”, the 

present New York City, from Holland in 1659, eventually raising a family of at least 10 children with his 

wife, Rachel Jansen Pier, after their marriage in 1678. Many of their children went to Dutchess County with 

several Delong lines, moving up the Hudson River to Albany and beyond. The Settlers of the Beekman Patent, 

Dutchess Co. NY, Vol. IV is a useful source of Delong genealogical information. 

While there have been other Delong families, notably the Pennsylvania Delongs, who were said to 

have come from Germany, the Old Dutch Church records in Kingston and other records have been invaluable 

in tracking Arie’s descendants. There have been no primary sources found to prove that my ancestor, Jacob 

Delong of Pittstown, is descended from Arie’s line, but it appears likely that he is the great-grandson of the 

original settler. The Delongs are fortunate to have had a number of very conscientious and astute researchers 

over the past several years who have diligently uncovered many records pointing to this probable connection. 

Without positive proof we can only postulate that Jacob appears to be the son of Arie’s grandson, Nicholas, 

who was born in 1711, Kingston, Ulster Co. NY. 

Jacob Delong of Pittstown was born before 1755, served in 1776 as a Private in Capt. Matthew De 

Garmo’s Company, Van Rensselaer’s 14
th

 Regiment, Albany Co. Militia (Fernow-NY in the Rev.),  
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Yates Regiment. He received 3 pounds, 6 shillings for his services in 1785, as recorded in the Revolutionary 

War Receipt Roll. Nicholas Delong, a brother perhaps, also served in the militia at the same time. Jacob’s 

name appears in the Pittstown Record of Roads & Marks book as “one of 40 Pittstown Overseers of 

Highways” in 1793. He is also listed, as is Nicholas Delong, on the 1779 Schaghticoke District Tax 

Assessment List. Jacob and his wife, Hannah, last appearing on the 1800 Pittstown census, are named as the 

previous owners of a 161 acre farm on an 1828 deed of the late Abram Hoag.   

The 1779 Schaghticoke District Tax Assessment List reveals some interesting information about the 

relative wealth of the property owners in the Pittstown area. Jacob Delong was assessed (sum of real and 

personal estate) for 29 pounds, 19 shillings, sixpence, while Nicholas Delong was assessed for 42 pounds, 12 

shillings, sixpence. In comparison, Andrew Diver (at one time named the 2nd wealthiest man in Pittstown), 

father of John Diver, who was the husband of Jacob and Hannah’s daughter Mary Delong, was assessed for 

101 pounds, 15 shillings. Since currency was often difficult to obtain, the barter system was used by many in 

that era, no doubt creating some uneasy moments for the smaller landowners, when the tax collector came to 

call.  

It had long been the hope of Prentis/Delong researchers to uncover any information about the marriage 

of  our  grgrgrgr grandfather Oliver Prentis and grgrgrgr grandmother Lydia Delong, Jacob’s daughter. A 

couple of years ago our wish came true, as a record written Nov. 16, 1796, was found in the digitalized 

version of  The Account Book and Ledger of Simeon Button, Justice of the Peace and Merchant in Early 

Pittstown 1794-1855, thanks to the efforts of Dr. Ronald Bachman and the Pittstown Historical Society. The 

Sept. 5
th

, 1796, marriage of Lydia’s sister, Rachel Delong, is also listed, as she was the bride of James 

McNeal Weiant. The amazing thing about this find is that the original page is badly water-stained and the next 

page seemingly obliterated!   

Like many others who were attracted by the lands grants offered by Upper Canada, now the Province 

of Ontario, Jacob Delong, his wife, four sons, three daughters and their husbands came toYork, now Toronto 

area, in 1801, according to their land petitions. Jacob’s three sons-in-law are listed by name in his petition: 

John Diver (husband of Mary), Oliver Prentis (husband of Lydia) and James Weiant (husband of Rachel). 

According to the petitions they came with considerable resources including cattle and implements. 

  The largely unsettled lands around York provided abundant opportunities once the settlement duties 

were fulfilled.  Expectations were likely high with so many able-bodied young men and women in the family 

to forge a successful future in a nearby friendly land.  Jacob Delong was granted 200 acres of land in 

Markham Township in 1801 and received approval for free and clear ownership by 1804, after the settling 

terms were completed. The Prentises, Divers and Weiants also received their land grants and settled nearby in 

Markham Twp.. Jacob’s son, Nicholas, came of age, was granted land, owned  properties in the area at 

various times and was elected in 1807 as Town Clerk for York, Scarborough and Etobicoke Townships. (I 

was amused to read about the alleged teenage hijinks 

of a Nicholas Delong and another individual on Oct. 

27
th

, 1796, court case recorded by Simeon Button. It 

appeared that the defendants “without law or right, 

took and carried away from the plaintiff’s (Wm. 

Douglas’s) wagon one large iron bolt which is to his 

damage of 2 pounds.” Or was it a young Nicholas 

Delong?  (continued on Page 4) 
 

Historic farmhouse on property once owned by Jacob 

Delong, currently owned by Jonathan Morris, North Pole 

Rd, 2011, photo by Connie Kheel 
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(continued from Page 3) Perhaps he was an aged father or brother of Jacob Delong attempting retribution for a 

perceived wrong. Pleading not guilty, judgment was found in favor of the plaintiff.)   

Oliver & Lydia Prentis sold their Markham land and bought property in 1805 on Humber Bay, 

Etobicoke,York, where they and their growing family continued to establish a new life in a rural environment 

with neighbors familiar to them. It is interesting to note that many of their neighbors also came from the 

Pittstown and surrounding areas of NY and PA, including Dotys, Mattices, Christners, Chilsons, Lawrences, 

Devinses, Kaakes, Klocks and others. The histories of these families are interconnected, some from 

generations back in the USA, and continuning on this side of the border, according to a wealth of marriage 

records that have survived. 

The lives of the former Pittstown inhabitants appeared to progress and even prosper. There are 

numerous records of the time showing that the Delongs and their in-laws were given the usual official duties 

accorded to respectable citizens: pound keeper, fence-viewers, jury members, witnesses for the courts etc. 

Life seemed to be full of promise for the growing, extended Delong families and others of York County 

………until the War of 1812.   

From many accounts it appeared that the respectable new citizens of Upper CA, who were welcomed 

with open arms and land grants little more than a decade earlier, were now treated with suspicion. The terms 

“Loyalist” and “Alien” were used to label people, and this created huge problems for many. At this time, up to 

75% of the population in Upper CA was from the USA, including many United Empire Loyalists. Both Jacob 

Delong and his son, Benjamin, were charged with treason and appeared on the Treason Register, although 

they had served in the militia for the King. Jacob’s son-in-law, John Diver, a constable of the Humber in 

1805, despite performing all required military duty and fulfilling his settlement terms, was repeatedly refused 

a patent for the land he had held for several years, probably because his son, Andrew, had deserted and was 

accused of  treason. John and Mary Diver moved to Monroe, Michigan by 1820 with some of their children. 

On Aug. 18, 1813, Oliver Prentis of the Twp. of Etobicoke, Yeoman, was named by Jacob Anderson 

of the Twp. of York, Yeoman, in an oath sworn before Justice of the Peace Thomas Ridout: “sometime in the 

beginning of last winter endeavored to persuade the deponent to desert to the Enemy and carry some papers 

across in him offering him a horse and fifteen dollars to do it and to assist in getting him over.” This resulted 

in a charge of high treason for Oliver. One can see from the names in this oath that family life must have been 

quite tense for the Klock/Clock family, who intermarried with the Prentice/Delong/Diver families. Jacob 

Anderson accused both his father-in-law, Jacob Klock, and his wife’s brother-in-law, Edward Phillips, of 

various acts of disloyalty to the King.   

It is thought that these difficulties, arising from the political climate, influenced the Delong and Prentis 

families’ decision to leave CA and move to Painesville, Geauga Co., Ohio by 1815. It was relatively easy to 

travel to Ohio back then via water with frequent use of boat services. Nicholas Delong and his family may 

have preceded them by a couple of years, but it appears that his parents, Jacob and Hannah, some of his 

siblings and their families, including Oliver & Lydia Prentis, arrived sometime in 1815. Unfortunately, Jacob 

Delong died within a year or so of his arrival in Painesville. His widow and children, Nicholas, Jacob Jr., 

David, Benjamin and their spouses, all of Painesville, sold 63 acres of his land to Oliver and Lydia Prentis, 

also of Painesville on Jan. 28, 1817.  

Jacob and Hannah Delong’s family eventually dispersed to various locations in the US and Canada, 

Nicholas settling in Dubuque Co., Iowa, with Benjamin, Jacob Jr. and David in Henry Co., Ohio. Oliver 

Prentis and Lydia Delong returned to their land in Etobicoke, York Co., Ontario, CA, as their sons, Jacob and 

Solomon, had managed to purchase it back during the 1820s from the individual to whom it was sold in 1815. 

There are 12 children attributed to the couple, and most are found as residents of CA, with at least one who 

settled in the USA. We have found no burial records for Oliver or Lydia, which is not uncommon for the 

period. 

Oliver Prentis is the mystery man in our lineage…he is documented in Pittstown records, beginning as 

a young man of perhaps 21 in 1794, in Simeon Button’s justice of the peace ledger, which records Prentis’ 

involvement in various litigations, where he primarily collected money from debtors. A 
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Stanton Prentiss also appears in the Button ledger, but it is unknown if they were related. All attempts 

to link Oliver Prentis, who consistently signed his name that way, to the many individuals who bore the same 

name with variations, have not been successful, despite exhaustive efforts. Oliver does not seem to fit into any 

of the Prentice families who lived in the Albany area or indeed any other area…   

Oliver, as we familiarly call him after so many years of trying to find his family, could be connected to 

one or more of the old Prentice families that are so well documented in USA history. The three earliest New 

England Prentice settlers, Capt. Thomas, Valentine and Henry,  came in the 1630s from the same area of 

Suffolk, England, and their succeeding generations spread outwards and upwards into CA. Extensive research 

has not revealed anything that would definitively connect Oliver to these lines. There are many clues, but not 

enough information to make a positive connection. Perhaps the turbulent political events that unfolded during 

Oliver’s youth influenced his appearance in Pittstown…….further investigation will continue.  

Despite the difficulties that beset Jacob Delong and his family in Upper CA, we descendants are 

grateful that in 1801, a group of settlers, full of hope, left Pittstown for a new life. We are fortunate to have 

many opportunities available to us, as we enjoy a relationship of mutual respect with our American neighbors. 

What a difference 200 years can make! 

Comments or information regarding this article would be appreciated. Please get in touch, with: 

carolanne.prentice@sympatico.ca  
 

Notes: I wish to acknowledge and express my appreciation to Constance Kheel, PHS Treasurer, who has been so helpful and 

generous with her time and resource materials. 

Thanks are due to my cousins and fellow Delong/Prentice researchers:  Peter Johnson, U.E., Lane Prentice & Elizabeth (Rose) 

Maize for their untiring research efforts and contributions. 

My gratitude and thanks also to librarian and researcher Guylaine Petrin for sharing her skilled genealogical knowledge and 

invaluable research contributions. 

Acknowledgements to Bill Morris for researching and finding the Abram Hoag deed naming Jacob and Hannah Delong as previous 

owners of the Pittstown property. 

Further Reading:  The Civil War of 1812: American Citizens, British Subjects, Irish Rebels & Indian Allies by Alan Taylor.  Alfred 

A. Knopf, New York, 2010, 634 pp, illus. 
 

The Stained Glass Windows of Pittstown’s Churches 

(Part Two) 
By Ned Pratt 

 

Pittstown United Methodist Church (Pittstown) 
 

 

The Pittstown United Methodist Church was 

built as a Baptist church, but was no longer in use 

when the Methodists bought it in 1903, after leasing 

it for several years. The Methodists made extensive 

repairs and added Memorial Windows and a bell, and 

the church was dedicated in 1904.  

It is in the Greek Revival style, shown by the 

triangular pediment on the front, and pilasters 

representing Greek columns on the corners. Also, the 

windows are arched in the classical style, rather than 

pointed, as in the Gothic Revival style.         

(continued on Page 6) 
 

Pittstown United Methodist Church, undated photo, 

collection of PHS  
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The glass is representative of the turn of the century-geometric patterns, with small vignettes inset. 

 
   

The dedication panels at the bottom of each window, like that shown below, make it easy to see the 

opalescent and patterned glass used; here is also an example of jeweled glass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Church of Raymertown 
 

The current Evangelical Lutheran Church of Raymertown was built in 1871, and an addition dates to 

1953. The Bell is by the Meneely Company of West Troy. Although the style of the exterior is restrained, 

there are many interesting details.  

 

 

 

Details, Raymertown Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

The windows (see opposite page) seem to be late 19
th

 century and are similar to many in Pittstown, 

with their use of geometric patterns and different types of colored glass, including opalescent glass. They are 

tall and slender, with semi-circular tops.  

Although the windows are similar, each has a different pattern. There is a design at the top, one at the 

bottom, and a large geometric figure in the middle - all unique.  

  Page 6  

 

 



 
PITTSTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWSLETTER      Issue XX   Fall, 2011 

 
 

   

 

 
 

The window at the west end, now partially obstructed by the organ, may be the most elaborate. You 

can see the dedication panel by peering past the organ - “Rev. N. Van Alstyne, D. O., minister of the 

Raymertown church from 1870 to 1899”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. George’s Roman Catholic Church, Pittstown 
 

Architecturally, St. George’s is a great 

little Arts and Crafts church. It is a bit more 

formal than Church of the Holy Name, though 

both use shingles for the outside covering. St. 

George’s has broad eaves, exterior brackets, 

and a dramatic steeple, integrated into the 

front of the structure, all typical of the Arts 

and Crafts style.   

The church was built in 1898-99, and 

dedicated on Nov.14, 1899. The stained glass 

is opalescent, showing the late 19
th

/early 20th 

century  interest in this new type of   glass. 

The windows are mostly geometric    

(continued on Page 8) 
 

             St. George’s Church, Factory Hollow 

Road        
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(continued from Page 7) designs, but all have small areas in the center with religious motifs or painted images 

of saints.  Along the sides of the nave, there are sets of three vertical windows.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Details of typical side windows, St. George’s Church 

 

 

The windows behind the altar are more elaborate, and have 

painted figures. The details of the figures are all on painted glass, in 

the “old style”. In the next issue of the PHS newsletter, we will look 

at a different treatment of figures in more modern stained glass 

windows. 
 

 

 

 

              This may be St. George 

 

In the back of the church are two 

figures with sacred hearts - perhaps Jesus 

and Mary (see photo to the right). 

The captions say “Gift of St. 

Monica’s Congregation, Johnsonville,” 

and “Gift of St. Bridget’s Congregation, 

Buskirk.”  
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Pittstown Historical Society Commemorates the 150
th

 

Anniversary of the Civil War 
The four-year commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War began this year and will 

continue through 2014. The Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) begins its activities with an article in this 

newsletter about the many men from Pittstown who enlisted in regiments in the Civil War and the women 

who worked to support Civil War activities. In future issues of our newsletter, we plan to have articles on 

slavery, a pivotal issue in the war, and the Underground Railroad. 

Michael Barrett's scheduled talk on September 15
th

 will focus on Pittstown’s participation in  the Civil 

War, and Scott Christianson’s talk on October 20
th

 will reference the Underground Railroad and slavery, as 

they relate to the story of one slave who was freed on the eve of the Civil War.  

The PHS also hopes to be involved in Civil War related activities at the Schaghticoke Fair in 2012. 

Anyone with information, photographs, or other artifacts with local connections to the Civil War is 

urged to contact Maren Stein, 663-5230, or steinm@sage.edu.  

We also welcome questions and suggestions for newsletter articles or programs. 
 

Town of Pittstown: Participation in  

the American Civil War 
 

By Bill Powers 

This article is excerpted from a paper written in 2001 for a history class at SUNY Potsdam  

 

 The Town of Pittstown was actively involved in the Civil War. Pittstown furnished many soldiers and 

supported the war effort heavily. Women became involved on the home front. Most of the men became part of 

regiments that were formed in Troy. The regiments included: the 2
nd

 Regiment Infantry “The Troy 

Regiment”; 7
th

 Regiment “Black Horse” Cavalry; 104
th

 Regiment Infantry “Wadsworth Guards” or 

“Livingston County Regiment”; 2
nd

 Regiment Cavalry “Harris Light Cavalry”; 125
th

 Regiment Infantry “The 

Rensselaer Regiment”; 169
th

 Regiment Infantry “The Second Troy Regiment”; and the “21
st
 Regiment 

Cavalry “Griswold Light Cavalry.”  

The 2nd NYVI (New York Volunteer Infantry) was formed in Troy and missed being named the first 

regiment from New York to enroll in the Civil War by only two hours. The Troy regiment had been called the 

1
st
 NYVI by the adjutant-general, but there were irregularities in its muster rolls. Col. Carr and Charles L. 

MacArthur (who applied for the enrollment) were called on to straighten out the irregularities. But in the 

meantime, Col. Allen from NYC stopped by early in the morning to offer his regiment, and it was named the 

1st NYVI. Two hours later the muster rolls were straightened out, but the Troy regiment had to settle with 

becoming the 2nd NYVI.
 
Twenty-six Pittstown men enlisted in it, when it was called into service in May, 

1861.    

There was much fanfare in Troy, as the 2nd NYVI boarded a barge at the bottom of Broadway and the 

Hudson River, after having received orders to go to the front. It had the distinction of being the first regiment 

to camp on the ‘sacred soil’ of Virginia during the war, when General Benjamin Butler ordered it out of Fort 

Monroe on May 24, 1861. Later, it became part of the Army of the Potomac. The major services in which the 

2nd NYVI participated included the Battle of Big Tethel, the Peninsula Campaigns of 1862, defending 

Washington D.C., Battle of Fredericksburg, and the Battle of Chancellorsville.  Out of the 48 people that died 

in the 2nd NYVI, none from Pittstown were killed, although a few were captured by the Confederate Army at 

the Second Battle of Bull Run and were exchanged for Confederate prisoners of war. Some returned home 

due to disease or wounds suffered from battle. The 2nd NYVI disbanded when the two-year term expired on 

May 26, 1863. Twenty-six Pittstown residents served in the 2nd NYVI during the two years it existed.      

(continued on Page 10)  
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(continued from Page 9) When it was disbanded, 11 of the men reenlisted in other regiments.             

 The Black Horse Cavalry was formed in Troy in May, 1861, and was commanded by Col. Morrison. 

Twenty four Pittstown residents served in it. Due to lack of available horses, the Black Horse Cavalry never 

saw active service, after it was sent to Washington.  Their enlistments were not accepted by the War 

Department, and the cavalry was disbanded after 8 months. Most of the Pittstown men went on to serve in 

other regiments or cavalries. Two Pittstown residents died in service, and one was killed in another regiment 

after the Black Horse Cavalry was disbanded. 

 The 104
th

 Regiment Infantry “Wadsworth Guards” or “Livingston County Regiment” was formed in 

Genesee, NY in Oct., 1861. Four Pittstown residents formed part of this regiment in Company K.  Isaiah H. 

Smalley of Pittstown was 2
nd

 sergeant. He lost an arm when the 104
th

 fought at the Battle of Fredericksburg. 

After the battle, he was discharged from the army. William Slocum was killed at the Battle of Antietam, John 

Lyons died at the Battle of Second Bull Run, and Harper Burch served his time, was discharged and then 

reenlisted in the same company. The regiment saw duty until July 17, 1865.              

 The New York 2
nd

 Regiment Cavalry “Harris Light” was formed by order of the War Department. It 

was named in honor of Ira Harris, US Senator from Albany. “The Second was recruited from New York City, 

Long Island, and Rensselaer and Washington counties, with two companies from Indiana, and two from 

Connecticut”.  It was part of General McDowell’s Division of the Army of the Potomac. Theodore May, 1
st
 

Sergeant in Company E was one of five Pittstown residents who were part of this regiment. After 18 months 

of service, May (age 23) died of typhoid fever and was brought home for burial.  Sergeant Rufus Kipp 2
nd

 

died at Painesville of typhoid fever, and his body was brought home for burial. Alonzo Lohnes served for two 

years, then reenlisted in the same company and regiment. Christopher Williams served in Company E, and 

George Snyder served and later reenlisted in a Vermont regiment.  

 The 125
th

 Regiment Infantry was formed in Troy. Sixty-seven Pittstown residents enlisted in it. 

Twenty-six enlisted in Company K, 15 in Company C, and 26 in Company D.  Nine of these men died in 

service. Charles H. Brownell of company K was killed at the battle of Gettysburg. Onesimus Philardo was 

injured by the cars (19
th

 century term for trains) in Johnsonville. In Company C, Lewis Smith, a color-bearer, 

was killed at the Battle of Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. Jordan G. Hall died in service. Alonzo Jones was also 

killed at Gettysburg. Albert Wagner enlisted in February, 1864, and was killed at the Battle of Totopotomy. 

John Wagner (Albert’s brother) of Company D enlisted Aug. 1
st
, 1862, and was killed at Spotsylvania as well. 

Marshal Hiscox was killed at Gettysburg. Theodore P. Pyser, who was wounded at the Battle of the 

Wilderness and Spotsylvania, was brought home sick and died.  

 The 169
th

 Regiment was formed in Troy and Staten Island. The 169
th

 saw service in defending 

Washington D.C., the Florida campaign, Capture of Forts Wagner, the capture of Fort Fischer, NC,  and the 

Battle of Cold Harbor. The battle of Fort Wagner was memorialized in the movie Glory.  Twenty-five 

Pittstown residents were enlisted in the 169
th

 in Company E. Levi Brundage fell ill, returned home sick, and 

died. Lt. Frank W. Tarbell was a captain in Company E. He was wounded at the Battle of Chaffins Farm and 

discharged due to his disability. But he reenlisted in 1865 and served out the rest of the war. It is noteworthy 

to mention that the women of Pittstown presented him with a sword and accompaniments as a testimonial of 

esteem for his services in volunteering and enlisting men in the Civil War. 

 The 21
st
 Regiment Cavalry “Griswold Light Cavalry” was formed in Troy in August of 1863. Eleven 

Pittstown men served in it, some of whom had served in other regiments. For example, John Halpine, Edward 

S. Wilson, and John P. Newcomb served in the 2nd NYVI and joined the 21
st
, when the 2

nd
 disbanded in May, 

1863. Patrick Conway had served two years before, but the name of the regiment is unknown. Theodore 

Higgins served in the Black Horse Cavalry. George Simons had served in the 15
th

 infantry. Other Pittstown 

residents that served in the 21
st
 were Jacob Kautz, Darius Clapper, Eugene Hayner, Ebenezer Mandeville, and 

John Wilson. 

 In Sept. of 1864, a draft was issued upon the town by the Provost Marshal’s office in Troy. From 

Pittstown, John McKarney, John Dawson, James Watson and Thomas Smith were  drafted. In January, 1864, 

the  war committee of Pittstown enlisted 42 men to serve. Records indicate that 24 other Pittstown 
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Pittstown men enlisted. Nine more men enlisted in the early part of 1865. Civil War casualties credited to 

Pittstown included William Slocum, John Lyons, Theodore May, Adam Lohnes, James Donahue, John 

McMurray, Rufus Kipp, Charles H, Brownell, Onesimus Philardo, Lewis Smith, Jordan G. Hall, Alonzo 

Jones, Albert Wager, Marshall Hiscox, Theodore P. Pyser, and Levi B. Brundage.  

 Several war meetings were held in Pittstown. On Aug. 11, 1862, there was a war meeting held in the 

Troy and Boston railroad station in Johnsonville. William I. Baucus was chosen to receive and disburse 

money raised to secure volunteers. P. P. Abbott was chosen to be secretary and to confer with the southern 

district. The committee set to work to enlist men to fulfill the quota of 46 set by the president in July, 1862. 

This led to the formation of the 125
th

 Regiment Company K, where many Pittstown residents were 

represented. 

 A special town meeting was held on Aug. 30
th

, 1862, during which a town bounty of $100 for each 

enlisted man was authorized, and a tax of $6,100 was approved.  A committee was formed to carry out this 

task. The result was the formation of the 169
th

 Regiment.  

The war business in 1863 was managed directly by the town board. 

On Jan. 12
th

, 1864, another special meeting was held, and a town bounty of 

$50 for each enlisted man was approved to secure 40 men to fulfill a quota 

of 50 men that was placed on the town.  

On Sept. 3
rd

, bounties in varying amounts of money were set, 

depending on how long men were going to serve in the army. Men who 

served one year had a bounty of $800. Men who served two years had a 

bounty of $900, and men who served three years had a bounty of $1,000. 

Four days later, a tax of $35,000 was approved to fill the quota under the 

last call. The town board was authorized to audit and pay all bills for 

expenses or for bounties paid by the citizens committee appointed at the 

war meeting. 

The women in Pittstown were active in raising money and supplies 

for the relief of the suffering and wounded soldiers. Women in the eastern 

part of the town were associated with the women of West Hoosick, and 

women living in the northeastern part of the town joined women’s groups 

in Buskirk. The rest organized in North Pittstown and the surrounding area. 

The town records indicate that, through the work of these women’s 

organizations, $683.50 was raised.       

Jason Robbins, a Civil War veteran, who lived in Valley Falls for 

many years, was captured by Confederate soldiers and placed in jail in 

Andersonville. He was one of about 30,000 people who were imprisoned 

there. His recollection of the hardships they faced was reported in the Troy 

Record. He recalled that food was very scarce, and the men were 

constantly hungry. He told how some prisoners dug a tunnel to escape. But 

their plans were unsuccessful, because someone reported them to 

authorities.  

Robbins also reported how five men in prison stole rations by 

murdering men. When the five murderers were discovered, the prison held 

a trial. The men were found guilty and were sentenced to hang. A flag of 

truce was sent to William Tecumseh Sherman, who gave the approval for 

the hanging. The prisoners built the gallows to hang the men, and the 

sentence was carried out. Robbins said that “Four of the men went to 

eternity without anything happening, but when the turn of the fifth       

(continued on Page 12) 
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(continued from Page 11) one came, the rope broke.  

The scoundrel about to be hung ran away with all his might, but of course there was no help for him.  

The hangman caught him, and despite his pleadings for mercy, he was fitted with another rope and upon the 

gibbet he swung”. Robbins is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, which contains 76 Civil War veterans.  

Another Pittstown soldier, about whom a detailed written account exists, is James Nible. He was 

presented a plaque for his services in fighting in the Civil War. Nible lived in the hamlet of Lincolnville. 

According to legend, Abraham Lincoln once rode horse-back to visit friends in the area, which is why the 

hamlet became known as Lincolnville.        

Pittstown Historian, Ellen Wiley, owns the top half of a Civil War uniform that was issued to her 

grandfather, Charles Sherman. He was supposed to fight in the war, but 

his father died just before he was to leave, and he had to stay home to 

maintain the farm.  

Two letters written by 4
th

 Sargent Albert Tompkins from Camp 

Abercrombie, Virginia, are also of interest. Camp Abercrombie was 

located nine miles from Washington, south of the Potomac, near Fairfax 

Court House. Tomkins lived in Troy, but wrote the letters to his relative, 

Cleveland, who lived in Raymertown. Tomkins was a member of 

Company K of the 169
th

 Regiment. The type of firearm he carried was the 

Springfield Rifle Musket. His first letter was written on Dec. 15
th

, 1862. 

Tompkins wrote that he was saddened by the devastation of the war that 

had laid waste to the land. He told of a conversation he had with a man 

who owned a farm and 18 black slaves. The man said that he would give 

the slaves their freedom, if he could secure white men to work on the farm 

with him. The problem was, the man said, “white men refused to work 

along-side of niggers or, for that matter, eat along-side of niggers.” In that 

part of the country, at that time, black men outnumbered white  Charles 

Sherman’s Civil War Jacket   men 4:1.  

Tomkins’ 2
nd

 letter was written on Jan. 15
th

, 1863. He wrote that he doubted the Union would win the 

war. In historical context, at that time, the Union was in rough shape. In 1861 and 1862, the Confederacy had 

won a string of battles, and Union army morale was at a low point, going into 1863. Tomkins predicted that 

the Union would be “whipped” by the army at Vicksburg and New Orleans. He said, “We have not men 

enough to attack them behind their breastworks, as one man entrenched is as good as 3 of the assailing party 

any time.” Little did he know that on July 4
th

, the Union would win Vicksburg! 

Pittstown furnished many fine men in the Civil War. Women and men at home were in full support of 

the war and were involved in sending money, supplies, and additional soldiers to ensure that the Union would 

win.  
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Breaking through a Brown Brick Wall, Part I 
 

By Ronald D. Bachman 
 

Every genealogist, usually from bitter experience, knows the expression “running into a brick wall.” 

It’s what happens when you have exhausted all the conventional resources, and it dawns on you that the 

identity of your problem ancestor is not knowable. At that point, a rational person gives it up and walks away. 

But we obsessive types continue to assemble as much indirect evidence as possible and build scenarios. This 

process is not necessarily futile. It allows you to narrow the list of candidates and to structure and weigh the 

evidence. Then when the decisive piece of information appears, you can recognize it as such, and your theory 

will be either confirmed or disproved. Few things in genealogy are as exhilarating—or as deflating—as that 

moment of truth.   

My personal Pittstown brick wall is the ancestry of Jeptha Brown, 1775-1828. It was not until a few 

years ago that I found documentary “proof” this man was the father of my great-great grandmother Matilda 

Brown. Since Brown is one of the most common surnames in America and probably the most common in the 

Northeast, it was no surprise to find several Brown families in Pittstown and vicinity. Matilda could have 

belonged to any or none of them. All I knew for certain was that she was born ca. 1806, married Michael M. 

Vandercook in Pittstown in 1824, moved with him and their six or seven children to the wilds of northern 

Illinois in 1837, had a few more children, and died at the respectable age of 86 at her daughter Zilpha’s home 

in Chicago in 1892.   

We do not even know Matilda’s precise birth date. Her Illinois death certificate does not provide it. If 

she had a tombstone, it no longer exists; she reportedly was buried in Cherry Valley, Winnebago County, 

Illinois, where Michael M. was laid to rest in 1873. As a member of the Pittstown Baptist Church of Christ, 

she was baptized as an adult in 1832 under the name Matildy Cook, a common abbreviated form of 

Vandercook.  Michael M. had been baptized at the same church in 1820. (This information was found in 

Record of the Life and Progress of the Baptist Church of Christ in Pittstown together with Their Articles of 

Faith for the Rule and Practice in Two Volumes, 1789-1924, digitized and indexed by Glenn Rouse and 

available at the Pittstown Historical Society).  

I did not have benefit of the usual documentation identifying parents, e.g, a family Bible or an 

obituary. So I had to look elsewhere. For logistical reasons, people in Matilda’s era typically found their 

spouses within a short distance of home. U.S. census returns showed that the Brown household closest to 

Michael S. Vandercook (father of Michael M.) was that of Jeptha Brown; in fact, he was a next-door 

neighbor. Before 1850, census records named only the head of a household; other residents were merely 

enumerated by age groups and their relationship to the head of household was not specified. Jeptha’s 

household had a female of Matilda’s age range. Not much to go on, but a start.     

Jeptha left practically no documentary trail, but he did have a will, which is on file at the Rensselaer 

County Surrogate Court.  Wills more often than not provide names of at least some of the children of the 

deceased. But in Jeptha’s case, the only beneficiary named was the executrix, his widow Catharine, whose 

surname remained unknown.  

I then turned to military records and had better luck. The National Archives holds Jeptha’s successful 

invalid’s pension application, approved by Congress in 1817, for a disabling injury he suffered while serving 

in an artillery company at Ogdensburg in 1812. The file also included an application submitted by his widow, 

Catharine, many years later to continue receiving pension benefits. That application provides her surname—

Both. The most exciting revelation, however, was that the elderly widow was residing with Michael M. and 

Matilda (Brown) Vandercook in Cherry Valley, Illinois, more than 900 miles from Pittstown. Strictly 

speaking, this does not constitute documentary proof that Matilda was Catharine’s daughter, but there is other 

supporting evidence: 1) Matilda had named a daughter Katherine, perhaps after her mother; 2) Catharine Both 

Brown’s papers were filed by Michael S. Vandercook, Matilda’s father-in-law; 3) Catharine Both Brown, like 

Matilda, was baptized as an adult at the Pittstown Baptist Church of Christ. But the clincher is the very fact 

that this woman in her mid-to-late eighties, whose other “known” children had  already died, leaving no one 

else to   (continued on Page 14) 
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(continued from Page 13) care for her, undertook the strenuous journey to Illinois and was welcomed there by 

the far-from-affluent family of Michael M.  

and Matilda Vandercook. The 1860 census confirms that 87-year-old Catharine Brown was a member of the 

Vandercook household in Cherry Valley, Illinois. Taken together, these facts persuade me that Matilda was 

the daughter of Jeptha and Catharine (Both) Brown. I wish I had evidence this strong to identify her siblings 

and her parents’ ancestors.   

Jeptha’s will did not name any children, but census returns from 1800-20 show at least five were in his 

household—two girls and three boys. Through a combination of tombstone, census, and scattered business 

records, I have been able to identify four of the children: Mary (1797-1852), Joseph B. (1798-1839), Matilda 

(1806-92) and Sampson R. (1811-47).   

Since Matilda was born ca. 1806, she could not have been the young girl enumerated in the census of 

1800; I have concluded she was Mary, future wife of Nicholas Link. Her tombstone shows she was born ca. 

1797. Census records show that the Nicholas Link family continuously lived next door to the Browns for 

some forty years. And to this day, Mary 

and Nicholas Link remain “next door” 

to Jeptha. They are buried in a cluster 

of four graves set off at some distance 

from neighboring stones in the 

Pittstown Baptist Cemetery. The other 

two stones in the cluster are those of 

Jeptha and Nelson Brown, a ten-year-

old boy, who I argue below is Jeptha’s 

grandson. I had tentatively concluded 

that Mary Link was Jeptha’s daughter 

when out of the blue I received from 

Connie Kheel the decisive information 

that Levi Sherman had made the coffin 

for "Jepthy Brown" and on January 17, 

1827, entered the $3.25 charge in 

Nicholas Link's debit column.  Clearly, 

Jeptha and the Links were more than 

neighbors. Two additional bits of name 

evidence for good measure: 1) Matilda 

named her first daughter Mary Jane, 

perhaps in honor of her only sister; and 

2) Mary Link’s son William used the 

middle initial “B,” which could have 

stood for Brown. 

The same Sherman account 

book contains critical evidence for the  

identity of another of  Jeptha’s   
 

Levi Sherman’s account book, 1827 

listing of purchase by Nicolas Link of a 

coffin for Jepthy Brown 
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children, a son named Sampson. It was common practice to hire out a son or daughter to help offset debts. The 

ledger shows that on several occasions Sampson Brown worked for Levi, and his wages were paid to Jeptha. 

Because of his war injury, Jeptha must have had a hard time making ends meet and needed the income his 

children could bring in. Additional evidence is the fact that in the census of 1840, Sampson was the head of 

the household residing next to Nicholas Link; he apparently occupied the old Jeptha Brown homestead. 

Residing with him was an elderly woman, probably his mother Catharine. Not long before his early death in 

1847 at the age of 36, Sampson mortgaged his property to Catharine Brown, and in the census of 1850, his 

young son Delbert (short for Adelbert) was residing with Catharine, who was still next door to Nicholas Link. 

A descendant has confirmed that Adalbert was Sampson’s son. 

The evidence that Joseph B. Brown was Jeptha’s son also is indirect. His tombstone at Lake Babcock 

cemetery shows that he died in 1839 at the age of 41, placing his birth in 1798-99.   The census of 1800 shows 

that Jeptha’s household had a boy in the appropriate age range—under five.  Joseph B. Brown witnessed 

Jeptha’s will, showing that the two men had some sort of relationship. The most persuasive evidence is that 

the father of Nelson Brown, the little boy buried next to Jeptha, is identified on the tombstone as Joseph B.  

Brown. It would be logical for a small child to be buried next to his closest deceased relative—in this case, a 

grandfather. Finally, Joseph’s middle initial, which he always used to distinguish himself from another Joseph 

Brown in Pittstown, could stand for his mother’s maiden name—Both.   

Census records show that Jeptha apparently had a fifth child, a son, born sometime between 1800 and 

1810. Sadly, I must leave it to his descendants to break through their own Brown brick wall and make the 

connection to Jeptha.   

  In the next issue, I will offer evidence that connects Jeptha  Brown with the better-documented  Judge 

Jonathan Brown of Pittstown and the Hakes and Crandall families in neighboring Grafton.  

 

 
 

Raymertown Evangelical Lutheran Church, 2009, photo by Ned Pratt 

(see article on Pittstown’s stained glass windows on page 5) 
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