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  The Stained Glass Windows of  

 Pittstown’s Churches (Part One) 
 

By Ned Pratt 
 

Introduction 
 

 Most of Pittstown’s churches were constructed in the 1800s and early 1900s. The earliest 
churches did not have stained glass when first built, but many churches added glass later, usually in the 
latter third of the 19th century, or early in the 20th century.   

 In this period, stained glass styles were strongly influenced by new types of glass, as developed 
by the Lewis Comfort Tiffany Company and his major competitors, such as John La Farge and the Lamb 
Company, all of New York City.  
 Two of Tiffany’s major innovations had a big impact on churches in Rensselaer County (and 
elsewhere). They were his use of different types of glass, such as opalescent or patterned glass, and the 
idea of making most of his designs with colored glass, rather than painting on glass.  
 Opalescent glass has several different colors mixed into one piece of glass, as shown in the pair of 
windows below. In patterned glass, a roller with a pattern on it is rolled across the glass while it is still 
molten, leaving a pattern on the surface.    (Continued on page 2)   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Opalescent glass, United Methodist Church, Valley Falls 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                             Patterned glass, Raymertown Lutheran Evangelical Church 
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Pittstown’s churches have a variety of different styles and types of glass. Some stained glass windows in 
Pittstown are simple and have mostly geometric patterns. Some have a small drawing worked in, and 
others depict a number of figures, usually in a scene from the bible. 

 

 

   
Geometric patterns in St. 

George’s Church, Pittstown, on 

the left; Figural glass at United 

Methodist Church, Valley Falls, 

on the right 

  

 

 

 

 

Johnsonville Churches 
 

1. Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville 

 
 

 

Christ United 

Methodist Church, 

Johnsonville, 2009 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 The Methodist Episcopal Church in Johnsonville was incorporated on April 18, 1851. The 
cornerstone for the Methodist Church (featured above) was laid on June 21, 1900, and the Church opened 
the following December. At that time is was known as Grace Methodist Episcopal Church. That 
Congregation united with the Presbyterian Congregation in 1958; in 1960 the group affiliated with the 
Methodist church and became Christ Methodist Church. The Education Building in back opened in 1967.  

 The brick church is built in a modified 
Gothic Revival style. The windows with pointed 
arches are a Gothic characteristic, as is the tall 
steeple. The interior shows influence of both the 
Gothic and Early American congregational 
styles. An interior overview is shown to the left. 
The three large arched openings on the left all 
lead to an entry and reception area used after 
services, where there is another large window. 
 Most  of   the  windows  are   vertical 

Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville, 2009            lancets with opalescent  and  other  colored  glass 
set   in geometric designs, usually with one panel in the top center which has a painted symbol, as seen in 
the two photos on page three.  
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Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville, 2009 

      At the west end and in the lobby/reception area, the windows are larger and divided into 3 vertical 
panels. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ United Methodist Church, Johnsonville, 2009 
 

2. St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Johnsonville  
  

 St. Monica’s Catholic Church is a vertically sided board and 
batten church built in the Gothic Revival style in 1884. It resembles in its 
details some of the earlier churches designed by the renowned architect, 
Richard Upjohn, such as St. Paul’s Church in Kinderhook, NY. St. 
Monica’s was closed in 2002. 
 Notice the pairs of Gothic pointed arch windows on the sides and 
the vertical boards.  
 The glass is set in simple geometric patterns, each window 
having an inset panel with a design, typical of smaller churches in the 
Gothic period. The interior arches are also Gothic, with pointed arches, 
as is the shape of the top of the chancel seen in the right hand photo on 
page 4. 

 
 

Historic photo, St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Johnsonville, undated 
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St. Monica’s Catholic Church, Johnsonville 

 

 *Note: Author Ned Pratt is an architectural historian with a particular interest in the art and 
architecture of churches. He has recently been studying the stained glass in churches in the Hudson 
Valley, focusing on Rensselaer County. Pratt’s interest in churches developed in response to concerns 
that so many churches in the Rensselaer County area have closed. In the last several years, Pratt has 
undertaken the documentation of churches in Troy, Cohoes, Lansingburg, Sand Lake, Hoosick, 
Cambridge, and Pittstown. All photographs were taken by Pratt, unless otherwise noted.                                                                  
 Pittstown Through the Years, published by the Pittstown Historical Society in 1989, is the source 
for the historic references to Pittstown’s churches in Pratt’s article.  

Threshing Machine Demonstration 
 

 Members of the Pittstown Historical Society provided the public with an opportunity to see an 
historic threshing machine in action last October. Walter Auclair, who houses the machine, enlisted Mark 
Brock to motorize the thresher which was built by the Westinghouse Company in Schenectady in 1887. 
For the event, the machine was moved to a field on the Empie farm on Cooksboro road, and hay bales 
were provided for the audience to sit on. John Empie spoke about his experiences as a boy using a 
threshing machine, and Don Rittner, Schenectady county historian, talked about the Westinghouse House 
Company’s early involvement in the manufacture of farm equipment. Adding to the merriment was Jack 
Empie playing music. About 80 people attended, enthralled by the cranking noises of the stage coach 
sized machine and the chugging of the attached motor. Two articles were published on the event (one in 
the Troy Record and one in the Times Union). 

1887 threshing machine demonstration, with motor attached by Mark Brock, October 17, 2010 
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A Monument to My Pittstown Connection 
 

By Lyle Denny of Saranac, Michigan 
 

 In August 1999, with the passing of my father, my siblings and I were sorting through his 
personal belongings. I came across a cigar box full of obituaries my grandmother, Irene (Bigley) Denny, 
had saved over the years. To my amazement there were relatives quite unknown to me.  
 I had been researching my family’s history for several years, and for me this was the treasure 
trove of family information I had been seeking. The big surprise came when I discovered where my 
family members were buried - the Otisco Township Cemetery in Belding, Michigan.  
 When I visited the cemetery, I discovered a large cast bronze monument that had the names of 
several generations of Bigleys listed on it. Where they came from and when they were born was inscribed 
on the monument. My great-great grandfather, Benjamin Smith Bigley, was born June 21, 1828 in 
Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York.  
 The Bigley family moved to Pittstown 
around 1820. Benjamin F. Bigley was the head 
of the household and was married to Rhoda Ann 
Robertson of Windham, Vermont. Together they 
had five children (Rhoda Ann, Benjamin Smith, 
and three others whose names I have not been 
able to identify).  
 During my research I uncovered a 
tragedy. According to the obituary of Benjamin 
S., his father died in a house fire. I then found an 
article about what had happened. It was 
described in the Daily Troy budget newspaper in 
the Boston Library’s collection. On Saturday 
night December 17, 1836 Benjamin F. Bigley        Katherine and Benjamin Smith Bigley circa 1905 in Alburn,  
and one of his children died in an accidental          NY, great-great grandparents of Lyle Denny, photos  
house fire. Two days later another child                  collection Lyle Denny 
succumbed to injuries sustained in the fire. The article noted that his wife and three of the children 
survived, but all else was lost.  
 The obituary of Benjamin S. stated that his mother had passed away in about 1832.  That would 

have made it likely that the surviving mother 
was his step mother. There is also mention of a 
step brother, John. Nothing else is known 
about the surviving family until the 1850 
census. Benjamin S. at the age of 22 was living 
in Hoosick with Delia and Garrett Van 
Hoosen. I believe this is the same Garrett Van 
Hoosen that was involved with the 
Underground Railroad that was operating in 
the Hoosick area.  
 At 18, Rhoda Ann, sister to Benjamin 
S., was listed as living with James and Tersay 
Campbell in Pittstown.  (continued on Page 6)
  

Memorial stone in Belding, MI with inscription: “Benjamin Smith Bigley  

was born in Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York, June 21, 1828  

and died at his home in Eureka, Montcalm County, Michigan, Nov. 17, 1920” 
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It is not known what happened to the stepmother and John, although Benjamin S. Bigley's obituary states 
that John lived to be an adult. In 1859, Benjamin gathered his sister and their belongings and moved west 
to Auburn, New York, where he met and married Katherine Ocoboch.  
 The following year he moved to Montcalm County, Michigan with his wife, her mother and 
Rhoda Ann. Benjamin lived out his life on the farm he purchased in 1860.  
 I can thank my great-great grandfather Benjamin S. Bigley for having the foresight to erect a 
monument with all the family information cast in bronze so that future generations will know of our 
Pittstown connection! 

1795 Michael Bagley (Bigley) Naturalization Document  
 The historic naturalization form below is provided by Lyle Denny, who is the 6th generation 
grandson of Michael Bagley (Bigley). Prior to moving to Pittstown, ancestors of the Bigley family 
emigrated from England. The family is fortunate to still possess the rare document that certifies Michael 
Bagley’s American citizenship.  Note: In the transcription, the highlighted words were hand written 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The People of the State of New York, by the Grace of God, Free and Independent. To all to whom these 

presents shall come, Greeting: KNOW YE, That we having inspected the Minutes and Proceedings of our 

Supreme Court of Judicature for our said State, Do find, that Proceedings were had and entered in the 

Minutes of our said Court, in the Words following, to wit: At a Supreme Court of Judicature, held for the 

State of New York, at the City Hall of the City of AlbanyAlbanyAlbanyAlbany the thirtieth thirtieth thirtieth thirtieth Day of JulyJulyJulyJuly One Thousand Seven Seven Seven Seven 

Hundred and ninety five Michael Bagley  ninety five Michael Bagley  ninety five Michael Bagley  ninety five Michael Bagley appeared in Court, and applied to be admitted a Citizen of the 

United States, and it appearing to the Satisfaction of this Court, that during the Term of two Years last 

past, the said Michael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael Bagley hath behaved himself as a Man of good moral Character, attached to the 

Constitution of the United States, and well disposed to the good Order and Happiness of the same. And 

the said Michael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael Bagley having before this Court declared on Oath, That on the Twenty Ninth Day of 

January, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety Five, he was a Resident within and under the 

Jurisdiction of the United States; that he had resided two Years at least within and under the same, and one 

Year at least within the State of New York; that he would support the Constitution of the United Sates, and 

that he did absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all Allegiance and Fidelity to any foreign Prince, 

Power, Potentate, State or Sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the King othe King othe King othe King of Great Britain of whomf Great Britain of whomf Great Britain of whomf Great Britain of whom he 

was before a SubjectSubjectSubjectSubject The said Michael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael BagleyMichael Bagley is therefore admitted by this Court, to become a Citizen of 

the United States; All which we have caused by these Presents, to be exemplified, and the Seal of our said 

Court to be hereunto affixed. 

WITNESS Robert YatesRobert YatesRobert YatesRobert Yates Chief Justice of our said Court, at the City of AlbanyAlbanyAlbanyAlbany the Eighth Day of AugustAugustAugustAugust in 

the twenty firsttwenty firsttwenty firsttwenty first Year of our Independence.                                                 FAIRLIE.FAIRLIE.FAIRLIE.FAIRLIE.                                     
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            Life and Legacy of Major Michael S. Vandercook 
 

By Ronald D. Bachman 
 

 After years of research in primary sources, many held solely by the Pittstown Historical Society 
(PHS), I have published a biography of my great-great-great grandfather, an early resident of Pittstown.  
The work is entitled A Fine Commanding Presence: The Life and Legacy of Maj. Michael S. Vandercook 

(1774-1852) of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York.   The book will be available to readers at the 
PHS, the Rensselaer County Historical Society, the Bennington Museum, and the New York State 
Library.  A limited number may be available for purchase at cost (email: ron.bachman2@verizon.net).  
Following are excerpts from the introduction. For convenience, I refer to Major Vandercook simply as 
Michael. 
 Michael S. Vandercook was a prominent figure in the early history of Rensselaer County. A 
descendant of some of the first European settlers in the Hudson Valley, he was born on the eve of the 
Revolution and lived to see the emergence of the regional divisions that would erupt in the Civil War a 
few years after his death. He spent his entire life in Pittstown, where he was a merchant, miller, farmer, 
militia officer, town clerk, school commissioner, county sheriff, justice of the peace, coroner, pension 
attorney, and father of 12 children by three wives. He had a remarkable life but more than his share of 
tragedy.  
 Michael was a genuine Knickerbocker, a term originally applied to New Yorkers of Dutch 
heritage.  Diedrich Knickerbocker, a fictional character invented by Washington Irving, was modeled 
after a real person―Congressman Herman Knickerbacker. The Vandercooks had known the 
Knickerbackers for years as fellow members of the Dutch Reformed Church in Schaghticoke. Michael 
was Herman’s colleague as an officer of the Rensselaer Agricultural Society and collaborator for the  
promotion of the American wool industry. Herman Knickerbacker was just one of many prominent men 
Michael would come to know in the course of his relatively long life. As Rensselaer County militia 
brigade inspector, he served directly under such historical figures as General Henry K. Van Rensselaer, a 
Revolutionary War hero, whose actions helped defeat Burgoyne’s invasion in 1777; General Hosea 
Moffitt, who later became a U. S. Congressman; General Joseph Bloomfield, commander of combined 
forces at Plattsburgh in the War of 1812 and future governor of New Jersey; and General Henry 
Dearborn, former Secretary of War and director of the war effort on the northeastern front in 1812. As 
inspector of militia at Plattsburgh, Michael prepared a devastating fitness report and delivered it in person 
to Commander in Chief/Governor Daniel D. Tompkins, who would become Vice President of the United 
States during the Monroe administration. Michael delivered a follow-up report to General Dearborn at his 
headquarters in Greenbush, across the Hudson from Albany. 
 Active in local politics from a young age, Michael gained notice while serving on a Rensselaer 
County committee to compose a letter to President Jefferson, encouraging him to seek a third term. On 
five occasions, the Council of Appointments in Albany awarded him civil positions in addition to his 
military promotions: justice of the peace in Pittstown (two terms); judge on the Rensselaer County 
General Pleas Commission (one term); and Rensselaer County sheriff (two terms). Probably the highest 
honor of his political career was bestowed by the two houses of the New York State Legislature in 1812, 
when he was named one of the state’s 29 presidential electors. He was endorsed three times by 
Rensselaer County republicans as a candidate for the State Assembly.   
 Michael’s father, Simon, was one of the more affluent men in Pittstown. The tax assessment of 
1799 shows that his property holdings were the largest of any of the 418 landowners in the township. As 
his eldest son, Michael seemed destined for a comfortable life. Endowed with intelligence and ambition, 
he was eager to set out on his own. By his sixteenth or seventeenth birthday, Michael was living on land 
his father had acquired in Factory Hollow, several miles east of Cooksborough.  The property had been 
confiscated by the state from the prominent loyalist Robert William Leake,      (continued on Page 8) 
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(continued from Page 7) who was banished from New York on pain of death following his capture with 
Burgoyne’s invading army in 1777. An 1807 map of the property (see excerpt below) shows a mill pond 
and saw mill near the house. Simon probably set Michael up in Factory Hollow to operate the mill. 
Within 10 or 11 years, Michael would own a general store there and purchase part of the property from 
his father and an adjoining parcel across the mill pond.  
 

Fragment of 1809 Survey 

Map of Schaghticoke, 

DePeyster, and Pittstown 

Patents, Rensselaer 

County, New York, by John 

Kiersted, Collection NY 

State Library 

 

 Michael married 
three times and was the 
father of 12 children, 11 
reaching adulthood―far 
above the average infant 
survival rate for that era. 
In 1792, at the ripe old 
age of 18, he married 

17-year-old Mahitable Haskin and started a family. Their first child, a son named Simon, died before his 
second birthday. Mahitable had three more children before her death at the age of 31 on June 19, 1806. 
She probably was on her death bed during the historic total eclipse of the sun on June 16. Contemporary 
newspaper accounts show that the eclipse was still a poorly understood natural phenomenon. The event 
was so traumatic that Michael recorded it in his Bible as part of the entry for Mahitable’s death. It must 
have seemed to him and his young children that the world was coming to an end. His second marriage, 
literally to the girl next door, Sally Eddy, appears to have been a happy one, and they had six children. 
Sally was the daughter of Gilbert Eddy, an impressive, generous man who rose to the rank of general of 
the 8th Brigade of the New York Militia, was elected to the New York State Asssembly, and was chosen 
as a presidential elector in 1828. He stood by Michael through many hard trials. Michael named four of 
his children after members of Gilbert Eddy’s family, an indication of his affection and respect for his 
father-in-law.  On April 4, 1823, Sally, too, died at a tragically young age―34. 
 A widower for the second time, Michael had six young children to care for, but he did not rush 
into a third marriage. Financial considerations may have been the primary motivation in his choice of a 
third wife―Betsey Roberts Pickett, a well-to-do widow living in distant Bennington, VT. The wedding 
took place on September 25, 1825, just four months after Michael had mortgaged most of his property to 
Eliphalet Nott, the renowned theologist, philosopher, and president of Trinity College in Schenectady. 
Betsey and her two sons from her first marriage moved to Michael’s house in Pittstown, and for a few 
years,  the  family lived   happily  (according to Michael’s account).   Betsey gave  him two  more  sons 
―Roberts and Frederick Augustus. But her Pickett sons, especially James, did not accept Michael as a 
father figure and demanded their inheritance upon reaching the age of 21. Michael had been appointed 
trustee of the Pickett estate in December, 1825, and borrowed thousands of dollars from it to rebuild his 
mills after a devastating flood in 1828. Because of the economic downturn and Biddle’s Panic in 1834, 
he could not refinance his debt. Nor could he placate James and buy time to make the Pickett estate 
whole. Michael fought to the bitter end to maintain possession of his property, but ultimately he lost his 
farm, store, grist mill, saw mill, and a large amount of personal property―all sold at far below its value 
by order of the Court of Chancery. Betsey sided with James throughout this ordeal and subsequently 
returned to Bennington, taking young Roberts and Frederick Augustus with her.   
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 The vicious personal attacks that Michael had endured from James Pickett’s lawyer and from the 
future owners of his property―even including false accusations of murder threats―did much damage to 
his reputation in the community. In late 1840 he left the Factory Hollow area, where he had lived half a 
century, and moved a few miles southwest to Raymertown. He spent the final 11 years of his life there 
trying to restore his good name, apparently with some success, as he would once again hold elective 
office―deputy sheriff and coroner. Much of his time in the 1840s was consumed by efforts to obtain 
pension benefits for war widows. In 1850, at the age of 76, he conducted archival research in Albany to 
substantiate a claim for the widow of Thomas P. Williams.  He seems to have felt a special obligation to 
help Mrs. Williams, probably because she was Gilbert Eddy’s sister. The following year he was “called 
to the chair” of the Presbyterian Society of South Pittstown―yet another indication that he had regained 
the esteem of his neighbors. 
 Of the many heartbreaks Michael had to endure, undoubtedly the most difficult was watching one 
child after another leave Pittstown to find a better life in the West. At his death in the winter of 1852, 
nine of his children had departed. Today their descendants are to be found in nearly every state in the 
country and beyond. Many became involved in politics―three were elected to their respective state 
legislatures.  An extraordinary number found careers in journalism and publishing. One started the first 
women’s magazine west of Chicago, was elected president of the National Woman’s Suffrage 
Association, and collaborated with Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony. Another established 
the school of journalism at the University of Nebraska.  Another edited Household Magazine, which had 
a circulation of more than two million and featured original works by such writers as Carl Sandberg and 
Theodore Dreiser.Yet another invented the revolutionary Vandercook proof printing press. A common 
characteristic of this posterity was and continues to be an active pride in their patriot roots. Many became 
officers of such organizations as the D.A.R., the S.A.R., Daughters of 1812, the Tippecanoe Club, and 
California Pioneers.   
 To live in interesting times is considered a curse in some cultures. Michael lived in very 
interesting times. He was not a passive witness, but an active participant in events that helped shape this 
country. We cannot say that on balance he had a happy or a successful life, however that may be defined. 
But it was a meaningful life, and his legacy endures in a remarkable posterity. Michael’s grandson 
Jimmie Twogood, a historical figure in his own right, wrote the following words about his impressive 
grandfather for a column in the Idaho Statesman in 1891. It is the only known description of Michael, 
however brief, and it provides the title of this book: 
 

Major Vandercook as I first remember seeing him on the old homestead at Ramertown [sic], near Troy, 
N.Y., sixty years ago, was a man of grand personal physique, nearly six feet tall, with a tremendous frame 
and would weigh 180 or 200 pounds, was of a fine commanding presence, and had the respect of all who 
knew him. 

                                                                                                                                 

Pittstown Historical Society Update 
• After a lengthy review process, the Provisional Charter for the Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) 
has been extended by the NYS Department of Education of the University of the State of NY. The 
Provisional Charter is valid until November 16, 2015. 

• The PHS received a grant of $7,500 from the Preservation League of NYS (see article on pg. 12) 

• The second installment of an article on Captain Wiltsie of Pittstown by noted historian Abbott 
Lowell Cummings was published: Revolutionary War Captain Cornelius Wiltsie of Pittstown, New York, 
American Ancestors Journal; Second Annual Supplement to The New England Historical and 
Genealogical Register” Volume 164, pages 363 -377, October, 2010 

• An invaluable resource for anyone interested in Pittstown’s history is the publication of the 
biography of Michael S. Vandercook (see article on pg. 7): A Fine Commanding Presence; The Life and 

Legacy of Maj. Michael S. Vandercook (1774 – 1852 of Pittstown, Rensselaer County, New York, self 
published, by Ronald D. Bachman, 2010   
                   Page 9 
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Among Pittstown’s earliest settlers were the Germans, who helped establish the Raymertown Lutheran Church 

(photo on left); Dutch, who founded Cooksborough (historic photo center); and Irish immigrants who joined the 

St. Monica’s Church in Johnsonville (photo on right) 

Our Ancestors: Who, When and Why They Came Here 
 

By Maren Stein 
 

 The United States is an amazing country, composed of people from all over the world, and the 
history of migrations to the U.S. tells us a lot about U.S. history. 
 An article in "USA Today" in 2009 listed the self-reported ancestry of Americans, as discussed in 
If America Were a Village, by David Smith. The web site "ePodunk" provides a similar list for Pittstown 
and other localities. We can compare the two lists, based on census data from 2000, looking particularly 
at why people left their home countries to come to the U.S. and why Pittstown's numbers might be 
different. 
 We know, of course, that people were already here - in the U.S. and in Pittstown - when the 
Europeans started coming over.  In the U.S., 3% report Native American ancestry and in Pittstown, less 
than 1%. Probably many instances of Native American ancestry are forgotten or uncertain, so the 
numbers might well be higher. 
 Pittstown's northern border, the Hoosic River, was a significant route between New England 
Indians and Iroquois Country.  There was an important colonial Indian Village where the Hoosic meets 
the Hudson, promoted by the city of Albany to form a barrier to French incursions from Canada. 
 Both of the ancestry lists put Irish and German ancestry as most numerous. Irish ancestry for the 
U.S. is 11%.  The potato famine in the 1840s in Ireland was caused by blight on the potato crops. As this 
staple of the diet failed, starvation was widespread and a million Irish people emigrated to the U.S. 
Pittstown's percentage of Irish ancestry is 24%, over double that of the U.S. as a whole. 
 We know that Troy was a huge center for employment for Irish immigrants. The Industrial 
Revolution virtually began in Troy due to the abundance of water power and water and land 
transportation. Iron mills and textile mills (employing women) abounded. Jobs on the Erie Canal, 
beginning early in the l9th century, were also a factor.  St. Monica’s Church in Johnsonville included 
Irish immigrants among its founders, probably people who worked in Johnsonville.  
 There is a high percentage of Irish ancestry in the Pittstown area, even today. In the last 50 years 
or so, there has been an internal migration, with people leaving the cities and moving to the suburbs or 
the country. An unknown, but probably noteworthy, number of Pittstown's residents or  their ancestors 
moved from Troy or other cities to Pittstown. 
 German ancestry in the U.S. is 15%, the highest among the groups.  That is somewhat surprising 
as the celebration of the culture is not as well-known, as with other groups.  In some areas, German 
ancestry was hidden as a result of the two World Wars. 
 Pittstown's German ancestry of 14% has some different roots from the U.S. as a whole.  In the 
early 1700s, a group of people in Europe, many from the Palatine area of Germany, began gathering, 
thinking that England would send them to its colony in North America. Apparently, this was a  
             Page 10 
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a misconception, but after the group made its way to England, that is what happened. 
 Brunswick was one of the main areas where the Germans settled; the Gilead Lutheran Church, 
and then later the Raymertown Lutheran Church, trace their beginnings to those roots.  The original 
German settlers' family names include:  Hayner, Clum, Lohnes, Coonradt, Snyder, Pollock, Wetzel, 
Cipperly, and Weatherwax  (Spellings vary; these are anglicized.) 
 There were other waves of German immigration, both earlier and later. Among them was the 
immigration of many after the failed revolution of 1848. Revolutionaries sought to establish a unified 
Germany with a constitutional government. 
 People of English ancestry (9% in both the U.S. and Pittstown) were an important part of 
Pittstown's early and later history. In the early years, most came from New England. Farmland in New 
England had been found to be inadequate both in terms of quality and quantity. Families with several 
children did not have enough land to leave adequate acreage to their children. People left New England in 
large numbers seeking land and a better living. 
 The Dutch (2% in the U.S and 4% in Pittstown) were the earliest settlers in the region, following 
Henry Hudson in l609. They came here largely for commercial reasons. Many were farmers, many 
merchants, and some were fur traders. In nearby White Creek, Arent Van Corlear had a fur-trading post 
and reputedly engaged in smuggling, violating Albany's restrictive fur trade laws. Van Corlear was the 
grandson of one of the founders of Schenectady. Pittstown has the Vandercook family and early Dutch 
cemeteries, and Schaghticoke has the Knickerbocker family and the miracle of the restored 
Knickerbocker Mansion. The English assumed political control in 1660, but the influence of the Dutch 
persisted. Even today, names in the phone book beginning with Van are numerous. 
 The ePodunk report lists 3% in the U.S reporting French ancestry, compared to 9% in 
Pittstown. Both lists say 3% report French Canadian ancestry. Large numbers of French Canadians came 
to the Capital Region, particularly Cohoes and Troy, in the 1800s, to work in the iron and textile 
mills. Before that, some French Protestants had come to the area. French fur traders were here in the even 
earlier years, but not as settlers. 
 Two examples of predominantly 20th century immigration are Italian and Polish immigrants. The 
national numbers are 6% for Italian and 3% for Polish. In Pittstown, 8% claim Italian ancestry and 5% 
Polish. Those immigrants and most others came to the U.S. for a better way of life for themselves and 
their children. The process continues today. 

 

Harriet Lamb Abbott - Her Work Comes Home 
 

By Cindy Parillo 
 

 Last November, the Pittstown Historical Society received a tantalizing e-
mail from a woman in central England. Dorothy Burke was notifying the Society 
concerning an historic sampler she was offering on eBay that had been stitched in 
1846 by Caroline W. Abbott of Pittstown. Burke knew about Caroline from a 
Google search that had revealed an article in the Fall, 2009 Historical Society 
newsletter about Pittstown’s noted resident, Colonel Royal Abbott Jr. Caroline was 
the Colonel’s sister, one of eight children of Royal Abbott Sr. and Wilmira Van 
Woert Abbott. The Abbotts were long-time landowners on, naturally, Abbott Road 
in East Pittstown, from the late eighteenth century to the early 20th century. 
 Ms. Burke related the story that her mother had visited the Hudson Valley in 
the 1970s and had discovered the sampler in a “bric-a-brac stall.” In fact, there were 
two  samplers,  both  in  a bin, showing  no  signs  of  ever having  been  mounted or 
framed. Burke’s mother purchased both samplers and later gave them to her brother,  
who also never framed or displayed the historic artifacts.    (continued on Page 12) 

Harriet Lamb’s sampler, 1825 

22 ¾ inches X 8 ½ inches          Page 11 
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(continued from Page 11) Now she was selling them and hoped that someone in Pittstown might be 
interested. However, the bidding for the Caroline Abbott sampler had already started on the eBay site and 
was quickly coming to a close. 
 I sat at my computer in the kitchen of the house where Caroline Abbott most certainly crafted 
those stitches 165 years ago, my heart pounding. As I watched the seconds tick down, I entered what I 
hoped would be the winning bid. The technological miracle failed when my satellite internet connection 
was just too slow to beat the clock. Heartbroken, I quickly e-mailed Burke to explain, even to beg, if 
necessary, that she consider selling the other sampler privately, without the auction to drive the price. 
 Ms. Burke was definitely receptive to the idea; she really wanted the special piece to “go home.” 
Arrangements were made and within a few weeks a long scrap of yellowed wool, carefully embroidered, 
made its way back to Pittstown. This second sampler bears the name of its artist, Harriet Lamb, Age 13, 
1825. 
 Born in 1812, Harriet Lamb grew up on Quaker Street, a short distance from the Abbott’s farm. 
Harriet was the same age as the young Royal Abbott Jr. They married in 1837. By 1849, Harriet and 
Royal Jr. had purchased a farm on Quaker Road near Harriet’s family, who were members of Pittstown’s 
Quaker community. Harriet, Royal Jr. and many of their eight children are buried in the East Pittstown 
Cemetery at the end of Abbott Road. 
 The sampler is a traditional textile art that allowed its crafter to keep examples of many different 
embroidery stitches. It also helped young girls to learn the alphabet and bits of poetry or Biblical 
wisdom. Harriet Lamb’s work is done on very narrow gauge wool, selvedged on both sides, indicating 
that the ground fabric probably dates to the 18th century. Her fine artistry has indeed, “come home” from 
very far away after 186 years! 
 

Pittstown Historical Society Receives Grant 
 

 The Pittstown Historical Society (PHS) is very proud to announce that the Preservation League of 
New York State has recently presented us with a $7,500 grant involving the town’s historic farmsteads. 
This is the second grant awarded to the PHS by the Preservation League. 
 The grant funds will be used to help nominate several historic farmsteads in Pittstown to the 
National Register of Historic Places and complete a Multiple Property Documentation Form (an intensive 
study of Pittstown’s historic resources). This grant builds on the previous one, which identified and 
surveyed 26 historic farmsteads in Pittstown.  
 Pittstown’s historic farmsteads are noteworthy for their multiple, intact historic buildings, 
farmyards and agricultural landscapes. They illustrate traditional patterns of settlement and development 
within a rural community dating from the 1700s. The farmsteads include multiple buildings such as hay 
barns; sheep sheds; horse barns; corn cribs; carriage houses; ice houses; outhouses; and hog pens. With 
assistance from the Preservation League, the historic forms and functions of these agricultural buildings 
have been documented. Listing the farmsteads on the National Register will help preserve them as 
historic resources. 
 The project is funded by the Preserve New York Grant Program, a partnership program of the 
Preservation League and the New York State Council on the Arts.  The Preserve NY Grant Program 
panel selected 17 projects in 14 counties around the state to share $109,149 funding in 2010. Erin Tobin, 
the League’s Regional Director of Technical and Grant Programs in western NY said at the award 
ceremony, “The Preservation League is delighted to help advance the preservation efforts of the 
Pittstown Historical Society with this grant.” 
 The project will be completed by historic preservation consultant, Jessie Ravage of Cooperstown, 
who specializes in agricultural structures and landscapes and historic resources documentation. Ravage 
completed surveys of the 26 farmsteads under the first grant from the Preservation League which 
received matching funds from the Hudson River Valley Greenway and the Rensselaer County Legislature 
as well as in-kind services from The Persistence Foundation and the town of Pittstown. 
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               Pittstown Historical Society receives award from the Preservation League of NYS, November 8, 2010 

Left to right: Ken Miller, (Secretary PHS); Maren Stein (Vice President PHS); Paul Wiley (Trustee PHS); Joe 

Ferrannini (Trustee PHS); Bill Morris (Trustee PHS); Walter Auclair (Trustee PHS); Connie Gilbert (President 

PHS); Eric Gradoia (Preservationist); Connie Kheel (Treasurer PHS); Erin Tobin (Preservation League); Verna 

Hansen (Pittstown Town Councilwoman): Deed Nash (Preservation League) 

 

 

 

 
 

Holiday parade float, Pittstown, 1900 
 

 


